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This manual lists the individual cavers who are the members of the Society, 
describes the structure of the organization, and summarizes some of our 
accomplishments - your accomplishments as a member of the National 
Speleological Society. 

With 1982 behind us, we can look back to see how our Society has changed over 
the past year and what we've accomplished. 

One change was the extensive use of color in the NSS News. Many cavers 
consider the NSS News the most visible benefit they receive from their dues. 
Hopefully, a more colorful NSS News will attract new authors, thereby improving 
the content of each issue, as well as encouraging new NSS members from the 
independent cavers community. A color NSS News is expensive and increased 
membership will be necessary to continue to support it. 

Cave acquisition and management were major goals during 1982. We actively 
considered the purchase of Trout, New Trout, Hamilton, Pettibone Falls, Endless 
Caverns, Illinois Caverns, Kingston Saltpeter, and Peacock Springs Caves . NSS 
members purchased an easement to Onyx Cave and assisted in the management of 
Cave Creek, Cave of the Bells, General Davis and other caves . We successfully 
solicited donations to acquire the Trout Lake Caves and their purchase is 
imminent. To further encourage cave ownership and management by cavers, a new 
internal organization was created ; a 'Conservancy', whose sole purpose is to own, 
lease or manage caves . 

In anticipation of future growth and increased membership services we 
constructed an addition to our office in Huntsville last year which more than 
doubles the available space. The additional room will allow the Society Library to 
accommodate the increased book donations from our older members, store new 
NSS publications and bookstore items and perform a variety of administrative 
services. 

These are only a few of our accomplishments. More are listed on the following 
pages . All are a result of YOUR efforts, for the work of the Society is done by 
volunteers who donate their time, talent and expenses in pursuit of the goals we 
share. I hope you found 1982 a rewarding year and good caving in 1983. 

~~e~e:dent 
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Office Addition Completed ----

Photo by Joe Skipworth 

It's Not Glamorous 

A decision to build an addition to an existing building, and the 
resulting fund-raising to payoff the mortgage, cannot compete as a 
glamour cause with efforts to buy caves, or even with the original 
acquisition of a national headquarters for the NSS. In order to 
function as a growing national organization, however, the Society 
must have the infrastructure which allows it to service its members. 

Many functions have been centered at the Office - membership 
records, correspondence with members and non-members interested 
in caves, printing of some Society publications and brochures , the 
Bookstore , the Archives, and a major Library. Space for these 
activities was sufficient when the original building was purchased in 
1972, but ten years of expansion created an untenable situation -
our two employees were pushed back into a small, windowless office; 
Bookstore materials had to be boxed and stored in member's homes; 
the press (probably the single greatest fire hazard in the building 
because of highly flammable chemicals used) was located within two 
feet of shelves of papers and books; Library materials were piled on 
the floor; and collation of mass mailings was done wherever an 
empty space appeared. When a piece of office furniture or 
equipment was acquired, something else had to be sold or junked to 
make room for it . 

It was an impossible situation, and the Board of Governors 

recognized that more space had to be provided at the Office . An 
Addition, which more than doubles the size of the original building, 
was built to provide enough space for the growth of the NSS and the 
functions of the Office for the next decade . 

To expand the Office we had to take out a mortgage of $31 ,000 at 
14 percent interest. We are committed legally to pay it off in five 
years. The Board does not want to use operating funds to make the 
monthly payments, so the money must be raised through 
contributions. If each member donates only $5, and we payoff the 
loan quickly, we will be able to save ourselves thousands of dollars in 
interest payments . 

Your help is needed! This is your Society. and your Office . By 
" owning" a brick (with a $10 contribution) you will know that you 
personally have participated in making the Society a more efficient 
and effective organization. A certificate, suitable for framing, will be 
sent to you to show which brick in the Addition was paid for by you. 
If you give $75, the Society will send you one of the limited-edition 
reproductions of Tom Culverwell ' s drawing, " Traverse of the Hodag 
Room" in Schoolhouse Cave, West Virginia. 

Please do your part. The volunteers working on this fund-raising 
effort would rather spend their time and energy on glamorous 
causes. 

Buy A Brick! 
NSS NEWS: January 1983 
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The U.S. Caving Scene 
Highlights 
Exploration 

Cave Exploration is perhaps the single activity most commonly 
pursued by Society members. Thus it' s difficult to choose what cave 
exploration efforts should be considered as highlights of the past 
year . The following, therefore, are only some publicized examples of 
the many exploration projects conducted most recently by NSS 
members . 

• CALIFORNIA - Northern California cavers continued to find num
erous lava tubes in the Powder Hill Lava Flow. They mapped over 
1700 meters in Hourglass Lavatube alone. In the Marble Mountains, 
the Bigfoot-Meatgrinder Cave System has been mapped to 9.25 
miles and Drystream Cave was extended to more than a mile of 
passage and is still going. Quill Lakes Cavern in the Mother Lode 
was also surveyed to almost a mile in length. Cavers have also been 
exploring and mapping a variety of West Coast sea caves including 
caves in the vicinity of Montana de Oro State Park and Palo Verdes 
beach . 

• GEORGIA - Twelve kilometers of passage have now been 
mapped in Climax Cave with no end in sight in its north and south 
sections . 

• FWRIDA - Shephard Spring Cave was discovered deep in a 
tangled mangrove swamp in St. Mark's Wildlife Refuge. Before it 
was closed by local administrators over 450 meters had been 
explored , all underwater . 

• lOW A - It took a chainsaw and a lot of work to clear logs and 
debris from the newly discovered Miller's Cave . The entrance pit 
was found to be 35 meters deep , believed to be the deepest in Iowa. 
Coldwater Cave, previously thought to be almost completely mapped 
at over 7 miles of passage, had a major discovery. Cavers found a low 
wet lead off Cascade Passage which they pushed below a surface 
stream into an adjoining ridge. That opened up a whole new area and 
several miles of virgin cave have been mapped thus far . 

• KENTUCKY -Explorers of central Kentucky's Roppel Cave have 
now pushed the system to over 42 miles of passage and it is still 
going strong. A total of 9 miles of passage were mapped in 1982, 
generally scattered throughout the cave system. Plans for 1983 
include diving the Kumquat Causeway, a sump in upstream Logsden 
River at the south end of the system in order to enter the main part of 
Toohey Ridge. Enlargement of the recently dug Weller Entrance has 
greatly facilitated the survey. Those caving in the adjacent Fisher 
Ridge Cave System have also found their system without end with 
over 14 miles mapped to date . Further west, cavers have surveyed 
Harmony Church Cave to over 2 kilometers. In Big Bat Cave , cavers 
returned after a four year absence to find another 6 miles of virgin 
passage in the lower levels . Other cavers dove a 60 meter long 
underwater passage to connect Thornhill and Lower Big Springs 
caves into a 15 mile system. Major efforts have also occured in P-ll 
Cave (now over 5 miles long) and Big Sink Cave which is over 2 miles 
in length and heading towards Logan's Cave. 

• TENNESSEE - Cavers pushed through breakdown in long known 
Camps Gulf Cave to find a 150 by 100 meter room 40 meters high 
which they named "Expo Hall" plus over a mile of virgin borehole 
passage . Almost a mile of virgin passage was discovered in Blowing 
Cave and Mill Hole Cave also yielded new passage . 
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• TEXAS -Powells Cave was connected to nearby Neels Cave 
through almost a mile of new passage including 7 sumps. The 
Powells/Neels System is now about 13 miles long. The nearby 
hydrologically related Silver Mine Cave may also be connected in 
1983 adding another mile or so of passage . Texas cavers have also 
added another 3 kilometers of passage to Honey Creek Cave making 
it the second longest cave in the state at over 8 kilometers. In the 
process they found a variety of pleistocene bones (bison or camel, 
etc.) and a unique drainage divide. 

• WEST VIRGINIA -In Greenbrier County, exploration of the 
recently-discovered cave called "The Portal" continued with over 21 
miles seen so far. Also exploration in the back of Wades Cave 
resulted in discovery of a large square room with numerous leads. 
Surveying continued in Organ Cave, McClung Cave, Culverson 
Creek Cave and The Hole without major discoveries. Sharps Cave 
was remapped at 4 miles with virgin leads remaining. It was 
originally thought to have only 2 miles of passage. Lost World 
Caverns was mapped at over a mile of passage. Farther north, the 
Simmons-Mingo Project saw new activity and the Panhandle Survey 
was completed with publication imminent. There was much ridge 
walking in the Elk River karst area with some new discoveries made 
on the west side of the river. In the Friars Hole System, s'urveys of 
newly-discovered upper level canyons in the Toothpick section of the 
system resulted in almost 2 more miles of passage being mapped, 
bringing the total to over 41 miles. The remote Windy Run Cave was 
returned to after many years and pushed below the bottom of its 106 
foot drop. Exploration stopped at the top of an overhung 20 foot pit 
with the passage continuing on below. The Fortune Radish entrance 
was discovered in late 1981, closed by stream debris and then dug 
open again in 1982. It provided access to the long sought Elk River 
Cave . To date over 2 miles of passage have been mapped and it's 
still going (wet and miserable). Bradshaw Run Cave was also 
discovered and over a mile has been mapped. It, like Elk River Cave 
is an old fossil remnant of the underground Elk River. Further east: 
much ridge walking and mapping of caves in Randolph County 
occurred in pursuit of an update to the WV ASS Bulletin. 

• COSTA RICA - The NSS Costa Rica Expedition mapped 20 caves 
and over 3 miles of trails between them for Parques Nacionales. 
Three new pre-Columbian sites were located in Barra Honda 
National Park and are believed to be contemporaneous with the 
human remains previously located in Nicoa Cave. 

• MEXICO - NSS cavers dove the Huautla Cave System 
resurgence . After passing the first sump they were eventually 
stopped bv another sumo. Thev Dian to return again to attemot to 
connect with the main Sistema Huautla 6 kilometers away. Nearby, a 
45 meter aid climb and a dig in Nita Nanta has put Nita Nanta within 
60 vertical meters and 200 horizontal meters from a major infeeder to 
Li Nita. Should they be connected (a good possibility in 1983) the 
combined system would be ranked second deepest in the world. The 
NSS Western Region expedition to Mexico resulted in the 
exploration and mapping of Sumidero Santa Elena, a 400 plus meter 
deep, 6.6 kilometer long stream cave. Thirty rope drops, one aid 
climb and 52 swims are required to traverse the cave. 
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Conservation 
During the past year the Society and its membership have actively 
pursued cave and karst conservation. Typical projects have included: 

• Huntsville Grotto is working with US Fish & Wildlife on the 
management of Cave Creek Cave and Blowing Wind (Sauta) Cave . 

• several grottoes in California continue to work with the Sierra 
National Forest Service in the management of caves in the Kings 

. Caverns Geologic Area . 

• Birmingham Grotto is assisting Ruffner Mountain Nature Center 
in the management of Gate City Cave (in Birmingham, AL). 

• Arizona Region cavers conducted a cleanup of Onyx Cave. 

• Birmingham Grotto conducted a cleanup of Bangor Cave (AL) 
removing three full pickup truck loads of trash. 

• Mt. St. Helens CTF testified at US Congressional hearings and 
worked with other conservation groups to obtain National Monument 
designation for Mt. St. Helens and the caves of the Cave Basalt Lava 
Flow. 

• the Society petitioned the state of New Jersey not to close Crooked 
Swamp Cave in the aftermath of a nationally publicized cave rescue 
attempt. 

• Escabrosa Grotto continued to assist the Coronado National Forest 
in the management of Cave of the Bells and Chiricahua Crystal Cave . 

• various NSS organizations co-sponsored the National Cave 
Management Symposium in Harrisonburg, VA. 

• Ohio Valley Region cavers conducted a cleanup and restoration of 
the Sloan Valley Cave System. They continue to monitor the landfill 
recently constructed over the cave and check water quality. 

• the NSS and The Nature Conservancy sponsored a " Lost River 
Appreciation Day '82" with a tour of the Orangeville Rise Nature 
Preserve (IN) . 

• CA VES/V AR/MAR Region cavers helped gate General Davis 
Cave for The Nature Conservancy and are participating in its 
management . 

• the Society conducted a petition drive on behalf of National Parks 
& Conservation Association for the purpose of gaining increased 
staffing and funding for Mammoth Cave National Park. Over 10,000 
signatures were collected. 

• NSS members in Arizona purchased a perpetual and exclusive 
easement for access to Onyx Cave along with a series of covenants to 
protect the cave environment by prohibiting detrimental activities in 
the surrounding area. 

• the Society conducted preliminary negotiations with a representa
tive of the Endless Caverns (VA) commercial cave owners to acquire 
ownership of the cave. 

• Huntsville Grotto worked with the US Fish and Wildlife Service to 
establish a management plan for the Fern Cave System. Huntsville 
Grotto will administer access. 

• NWR cavers provided a draft set of prescriptions for the 
management of the lava caves in Mt. St. Helens National Monument 
and Gifford Pinchot National Forest. 

• NSS members helped gate Martha's Cave (WV) and Blue Springs 
Cave (KY) . 

• NRO cavers assisted the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation Endangered Species Unit to conduct a 
bat survey and search for endangered species at Skull Cave , NY 
(first trip authorized by owner in last 10 years). 
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• CIG cavers conducted a cleanup of Buckner' s Cave near 
Bloomington, In. Over 27 garbage bags of trash were removed, 
unfortunately by the Fall much of the trash had already returned. 

• Pettibone Karst CTF continued to pursue purchase and 
preservation of Pettibone Cave and surrounding karst. 

• NRO cavers continued to maintain the NSS McFail ' s Cave 
Preserve . Helderberg' Area Grotto conducted a cleanup of the 
property in May. 

• Virginia area cavers have placed Virginia Cave Commission signs 
in over 70 of the 230 caves identified by the state agency as 
significant. 

• Virginia area cavers performed a cleanup of Newberry Banes Cave 
(VA) . 

• East Tennessee Grotto members assisted the National Park 
Service in surveys of endangered bat populations in Cumberland 
Gap National Historical Park. 

• Virginia area cavers worked with the Virginia State Highway 
Department to develop a management plan for and to manage 1-81 
Cave . 

• the Society pursued acquisition of Kingston Saltpeter Cave (GA) 
and Peacock Springs Cave (GA). 

• DCG cavers conducted a cleanup of Nutt Cave (WV). 

• Pecos Valley Grotto assumed responsibility for issuing permits, 
conducting tours and managing Lost Cave on behalf of the Bureau of 
Land Management/ Roswell District (NM). 

• Trout Rock CTF raised over $30,000 to acquire the Trout Rock 
property and the Trout, New Trout and Hamilton Caves (each has 
over a mile of passage and are significant paleontological sites). 

,.. 
CONSERVATION GRANTS 

$100.00 

The Conservation Co=ittee may make grants of up 
to $100.00 each to NSS Internal Organizations, CTF 's , 
or individuals for specific projects benefitting the 
conservation goals of the Society. Send your grant 
application to the NSS Conservation Committee 
Chairman. Describe your project and the intended use 
of the grant funds . 
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CONSERV ATION RESEARCH GRANTS 

$500.00 

The Conservation Committee may grant up to 
$500.00 to qualified individuals or groups for scientific 
investigation of cave conservation problems or for 
speleological research which will directly contribute to 
cave conservation or the solution of environmental 
problems in karst or pseudokarst areas. Send your 
grant application to the NSS Conservation Committee 
Chairman. Describe your project and the intended use 
of the grant funds . 

• New Mexico cavers worked with the Bureau of Land Management 
at a local and national level to acquire funding for the Roswell 
District cave management program. 

• SW Region and CRF cavers rinsed speleothems and performed 
restoration on the "coke table" formation in Cottonwood Cave (NM) 
which was smashed by vandals. 

• Idaho cavers worked to pass a state cave protection law. 

• California cavers conducted a cleanup of Empire Cave near Santa 
Cruz, CA. 

• Cavers gated Little Bear Cave (AK) due to repeated incidents of 
speleothem thefts, cave modification and spray painting. 

• cavers gated Oddessy Cave (FL), Yankee Cave (IA) , Madison 
Cave, Fountain Cave and Unthanks Cave (VA) . 

Science 

During the past year the Society has actively pursued efforts to 
advance the science of speleology. It has been a period of many 
accomplishments, some of which are outlined below. 

The Society has been fortunate to have many requests for grants to 
support speleological projects; the following grants were awarded to 
NSS members during the period; 

• Preliminary Investigation of Winter Feeding Activity in Bats -
Virginia Tipton, Biology Department, Radford University, Radford, 
VA. 
It has long been assumed that bats do not feed at all during the 
winter : but there is some evidence that this may not be entirely true, 
especially during the warmer winter days. The purpose of this 
project is to investigate the possibility of mid-winter feeding by 
temperate North American cave bats. Because of hibernating bats' 
susceptibility to handling by researchers, I have initially chosen 
indirect methods of analysis . Bat movements out of and into a chosen 
cave will be monitored using an infrared night viewing scope. The 
infrared scope enables one to study the bats' activity pattern without 
actually handling the animals. Temperatures will be recorded on the 
nights the bats are' 'scoped;" light traps will be set to monitor insect 
populations; and the cave floor will be checked for fresh guano 
deposits . The information gained from these procedures should give 
an indication of the number of bats that are actively flying from the 
cave in relation to the amount of foodstuff being digested and the 
insect availability during the period of study. 
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• NSS members supported the suit by National Parks and 
Conservation Association to remove the Job Corps Center from Flint 
Ridge. In October, a US District Judge ordered removal of the Job 
Corps Center within 120 days . 

• Missouri cavers assisted Rock Bridge Memorial State Park to 
develop cave management plans, cave rescue plans and conducted a 
cave inventory. 

• NSS and CRF members in New Mexico assisted the Bureau of 
Land Management by replacing the old gate on Tourgac Cave with a 
bat grid gate. 

• Mammoth Cave CTF worked with Mammoth Cave National Park 
to establish a wild caving program in the park. Running Branch Cave 
was surveyed and inventoried for use in the program and several 
caves in the Cedar Sinkhole area are now being considered. The CTF 
actively attempted to preserve Mill Hole, a significant karst window 
just south of Joppa Ridge by working with The Nature Conservancy 
to acquire it. 

• An NSS member solicited the support of The Nature Conservancy 
to protect the large Virginia Big Eared bat population in several 
caves in Lee County, KY and is actively working with them to acquire 
the property. 

• NSS/CRF cavers discovered a new entrance to the Mammoth Cave 
System just outside the Mammoth Cave National Park boundary. 
They subsequently leased the entrance from the owner and gated it . 

• Diamond Craters (OR) was designated an "Outstanding Natural 
Area" in April, 1982 by the Bureau of Land Management and 
withdrawn from mineral entry after urging and assistance from NSS 
members . 

• California cavers are continuing the study of McLean's Cave and 
others flooded by the New Melones reservoir. 

• Geology of Cumberland Caverns -Richard Mann, Lawrenceburg, 
TN. 
The project will attempt to determine the geology of Cumberland 
Caverns and it's role in the present Cumberland Plateau karst 
systems. A detailed study will also be made on the clay fill 
throughout the cave to see if it is residual clay or clay washed out 
from surface deterioration. Clay will also be taken from various 
passages to determine if it may be a factor in solution preferences or 
avoidances . 
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• Collection and Study of Karst Soil and Cave Invertebrates on Mt. 
Kaijende, Papua, New Guinea - Thomas Briggs , San Francisco, 
CA. 
Cave invertebrates and invertebrates from the karst soil in the area 
will be collected and deposited in the collection of the California 
Academy of Sciences. Papers will be published on any new 
arachnids . This project will be conducted as part of the NSS Mount 
Kaijende Expedition. 

• Geochemistry of the Rio Camuy Area, Puerto Rico - Joseph 
Roester, Geology Department, Penn State University, University 
Park, PA. 
The project objectives are: 
1. To describe the changes that occur in the carbonate chemistry of 
the Rio Camuy at several sites on the river as it flows off the volcanic 
interior and through the karst on the northwest coast of Puerto Rico 
during both the wet and dry seasons (Completed - Phase One). 
2. To gather more detailed data on the changes in chemistry in the 
first few kilometers of the Rio Camuy and compare it with the 
dissolution kinetics of calcite as worked out in the lab by Plummer , 
et.al. (1978 and 1979) . 
3. To study the water-rock inter-reactions during both the wet and 
dry seasons by sampling and characterizing precipitation, soil water, 
vadose seeps, vadose flows, cave streams, diffuse springs, and 
conduit springs. 
4. To determine the effect of climate on the chemistry of water in 
carbonate terrains using the data gathered in this study of a humid 
tropical karst and data gathered by various researchers in karst 
regions. 

• Modern Analogues for Clastic Sedimentation in Limestone Caves 
- Douglas Schnursenderger, Department of Anthropology, Univer
sity of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta. 
The goal of this project is to evaluate models of clastic sedimentation 
in limestone caves and their utility in the reconstruction of 
Quaternary paleoclimatic history. Modern analogues for Pleistocene 
cave sedimentation will be constructed from recent (late Holocene) 
sediments in caves of the Pryor Mountains of southern Montana . 
Cave sites will be selected along an altitudinal transect to reflect the 
influence of micro climatic variables and topographic, geomorphic 
and bedrock parameters. Primary emphasis will be placed on 
sampling late Holocene surface sediments from a large number of 
caves and rockshelters. Detailed stratigraphic sampling of 
Pleistocene through Holocene sedimentary units will be restricted to 
those sites excavated by the Pryor Mountain Archaeological Project . 

The following results are expected; 1) a quantitative understanding 
of the variables affecting clastic sedimentation on limestone caves 
with the ability to construct modern analogues of past climatic/ se
dimentary processes , and 2) a detailed understanding of late 
Quaternary paleoclimatic history in the study area. 

• The Mount Kaijende Expedition 1982 - Louise Hose , Lakewood , 

~~. project will study the geology of the Mount Kaijende area of 
west-central Papua , New Guinea . 
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RESEARCH GRANTS 

The Research Advisory Committee may make grants 
to NSS members for research in cave-related sciences. 
Send your grant applications to the Co=ittee 
Chairman. Describe your project and the intended use 
of the grant funds. 

• Genetic Variablility and Divergence Between Populations and 
Species of North American Cave Crickets - Adalgisa Caccone. 

The main goals of this study may be su=arized as follows: 

a-A comparison of the population genetic variability of cave limited 
species of Hadenoecus and Euhadenoecus with the two forest 
dwelling (epigean) species of Euhadenoecus. 

b-An analysis of the possible determinants of genetic variability , 
including a test of the models predicting a correlation b.etween ~he 
variability levels and some parameters of the populatIOn studied 
such as population size, evolutionary time, gene flow , and some form 
of balancing selection. 

c-A studY of the de!ITee of differentiation between and within soecies 
of Hadenoecus and Euhadenoecus, includin~: 

I-A measure of genetic distance between populations and species. 
2-An analysis of the major determinants of the observed patterns 

of differentiation (e.g., geographic distribution, role of gene flow 
etc.). . . . 

3-A comparison between the phylogenetic mference derived. from 
the electrophoretic data and the phyletic and zoogeographic history 
of Hadenoecini, as described by Hubbell (Hubbell and Norton , 1978) 
on the basis of morphological characters and the knowle.dge of the 
past distribution of land and sea, o~ climates ~d vegetatIOn , and of 
geographic relations between the different species. 

d-An analysis of the genetic variability and distance of partheno
genetic populations present in Hadenoecus . an.d. in Euhadenoecus 
genera , in order to compare the levels of va:lability between s~xual 
and parthenogenetic populations ~d t? ~scu.ss, on the baSIS of 
genetic distance data, their geographic distrIbutIOn . 

e-A measure of genetic distance between populations belonging to 
different species of Hadenoecus and Euhadenoecus and populations 
of the European cave crickets belonging to the genus Dolichopoda, 
which according to Hubbell 's morphological analysis of 129 
characters are closely related. 

• Karst Hydrology of the Lower Glen Rose Limestone - Scott 
Harden, San Antonio, TX. 
The project objective is to determine the occurrence, movement and 
geomorphic effects of subsurface water in a karst area of central 
Texas. Caves important to an understanding of the local hydrology 
will be surveyed and located on topographic maps. Fluorescein dye 
tracing will be employed to delineate groundwater flow routes . Static 
water levels will be measured in selected wells, and elevations of the 
wells and base level springs will be determined. With this data a 
potentiometric map will be constructed . From previously published 
data and geologic evidence, it seems probable that the area contains 
a continuous potentiometric surface. The water budget of the area 
will be studied by measuring springflow and rainfall . Runoff and 
transpiration evaporation will be measured, estimated, and/ or 
determined from published data . Basic chemical analyses will be run 
on selected cave and spring waters . 
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• Genetical, Morphological and Behavioral Studies on the Evolu
tionary Biology of the Astyanax Species Complex of Middle America 
- Aldemaro Romero, Department of Biology, University of Miami, 
Coral Gables, FL. 
Despite the fact that caves provide a unique natural laboratory for 
the study of biological processes , few attempts have been made in 
order to develop evolutionary studies which correlate the genetical 
changes with the morphological, physiological, and behavioral 
adaptations of species at population level. One of the mQst 
interesting organisms for such studies is the characid Astyanax 
mexicanus (FILLIPI, 1853). This is one of the few freshwater fishes 
of South American origin which has overcome the Central American 
filter-barriers, becoming one of the most abundant species of the 
ichthyofauna of Central America and Mexico, and it is rapidly 
expanding in the Southern United States. At least 20 populations of 
this species show different degrees of adaptation (blindness and 
depigmentation) to cavernocolous life in Northern Mexico. Recent 
observations also show that a population of a close relative species, 
A. fasciatus (CUVIER), displays affinity toward the entrance of a 
subterranean source of water in Costa Rica. The epigean and 
troglobite forms of A. mexicanus are not only different in their 
morphological charactenstlcs, but also In therr behavior: contrary to 
the case for the epigean form, the troglobite one does not school, has 
lost circadian rhythms, is not aggressive and does not react to the 
alarm substance. Since these two forms interbreed in both natural 
and experimental conditions, producing fertile hybrids with a 
phenotype intermediate form in F. generation, and with a F 
generation (after F, x F,) whose individuals range from an almost 
completely blind depigmentated form to an almost "normal" eyed 
one, studies on quantitative genetics can be done in order to trace 
the genetical traits involving different kinds of phenotypic features . 
Since it has been clearly shown that the epigean and troglobite 
populations belong to the same species, several basic questions can 
be asked: why are these two forms so different and how did this fish 
evolve to a highly adapted troglobite form without a complete 
isolation since gene flow between both forms is still present? Which 
are the genetical mechanisms involved in the development of the 
troglobite population? Since these populations show different 
degrees of adaptation to the cavernicolous life, have they evolved 
from a single event or are they the product of different caves in the 
same area? Which are the advantages of cavernicolous life for this 
fish? How fast have these adaptive changes occurred? Are blindness 
and depigmentation a result of a complex morphological adaptation 
or have these conditions been achieved through a process of 
neoteny? Finally, are physiological and behavioral adaptations 
previous, simultaneous or posterior to the morphological ones? 

• Pollen Analysis of Modern Spectra Derived From Caves Situated 
Along An Environmental Gradient, Pryor Mountains, Montana -
Russanne Low, Department of Anthropology, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 
Pollen analysis of cave deposits is the primary method used to 
reconstruct past environments of Paleolithic archaeological sites. 
The thrust of the Pryor Mountain project is to provide a basis for 
evaluating how accurately cave sediments record regional veget
ation . More specifically, the project is designed to determine: 

-the role of windborne pollen in cave derived pollen assemblages . 
-the influence of plant taxa occurring directly outside the cave 

mouth. 
-the influence of solar exposure and other topographic variables on 

cave derived pollen assemblages. 
-the catchment represented by pollen trapped in different cave 

depths . 
These results will facilitate more accurate paleoenvironmental 
interpretation of cave-derived assemblages. 

In addition to these funded programs ihe Society assisted other 
activities by recognizing them as Projects or Study Groups of the 
NSS in order to increase their credibility with government agencies 
and other organizations from which the project sought cooperation or 
financial assistance. The following new Projects and Study Groups 
were recognized during the year: 

• A Guidebook to Miner's Carbide Lamps Project - to develop and 
publish a book on the history and technology of carbide lamps 
including an index of carbide lamps. 

• Crystal Cave Dynamics Project - to study Crystal Cave, an ice 
cave in Lava Beds National Monument. The project will 1) monitor 
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changes in ice mass over several annual cycles ; 2) determine a heat 
budget from measurements of temperature, humidity, airflow, and 
conduction; 3) estimate the impact of human visitation from the heat 
budget. 

These Projects and Study Groups join those which continue to be 
active; all are described later in this Manual. These scientific 
activities are but a few in which NSS members are involved . Most 
suc!) activities are informally conducted and privately financed. Most 
result in reports given at local grotto meetings and papers published 
in grotto and NSS section newsletters. Some of these are also 
published by the Society as part of the Speleo Digest, which includes 
selected material from the publications of Society chapters and 
independent caving organizations during a calendar year. The NSS 
Bulletin publishes more formal scientific papers and is tailored to 
meet the needs of the speleologist who must periodically publish in a 
professional journal or abandon speleology as a profession. By 
publishing the NSS Bulletin , the Society encourages the professional 
scientist to conduct and publish speleological work. But the Bulletin 
does more ; it raises the sensitivity of the average caver to how and 
why a cave was formed and what it contains. In 1982, the Burnsville 
Symposium issue satisfied this objective to a great extent and was 
well received by the membership. Examples of informal speleological 
projects conducted by Society members during the past year are: 

• Analyzing water samples from Quill Lakes Cavern and Mammoth 
Cave for dissolved oxygen, carbon dioxide and temperature -
Western Region. 

• Discovery , excavation and study of a pleistocene age bone site in 
Paxton Cave , WV by a DCG caver/paleontologist. 

• California cavers started a geologic history study in Coral Cave, 
CA. They hope that the more than 6 meters of soil deposits will 
reveal the complex paleomagnetic record over thousands of years. 

• Meteorological studies are being done in Oregon Caves National 
Monument, Lake Shasta Caverns and other caves in the Klamath 
Mountains of Northern California and Southern Oregon - KMCTF. 

The Society and its various members also sponsor speleology 
courses, a Convention and other symposia for the presentation of 
papers . During the past year these included: 

• 1982 NWRA Symposium on Cave Science and Technology, Boise, 
ill (Feb . 1982) 

• Speleology Course - Fall Semester, Indiana University (CIG) 

• National Cave Management Symposium, Harrisonburg, VA (Nov. 
1982) 

• NSS Convention, Bend, OR (June 1982) 
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Publications 
Over the past year the Society's ambitious publications program 

has required a substantial investment of time and talent by those 
members who volunteered to author and produce the publications , 
as well as a substantial financial investment. The program has been 
pursued in the belief that the membership wants publications on 
caves, caving and related topics. 

Beyond publishing monthly issues of the NSS News, quarterly 
issues of The NSS Bulletin and NSS Administrative Memo and the 
annual Members Manual, the Society published: 

• Caving Basics 

• Plastic Garbage Bags I - For Comfort and Survival, Plastic 
Garbage Bags U - The Dry Suit (issue #39 of the Caving Information 
Series) 

• Dupont or Ribbon eye Splice for Laid Nylon Rope (issue #40 of the 
Caving Information Series) 

• Caves and Other Volcanic Landforms of Central Oregon 
(Guidebook for the 1982 NSS Convention Geology and Biology Field 
Trip) 

• An Introduction To Caves of the Bend Area (Guidebook for the 
1982 NSS Convention) 

Other publications now in development include various issues of 
the Speleo Digest (1976, 1977, 1980, 1981 and 1982) ,the 1980-81 
American Caving Accidents, a revised edition of Cave Minerals, a 
book on cave mapping and large cave projects, a cave ballad song 
book and Caving Information Series issues on cave gates and bat 
houses. 

Throughout the past year, the various NSS internal organizations 
continued publication of a variety of newsletters. One example of a 
special issue is : 

• Capital Area Cavers Bulletin No. 1 (contains long articles on the 
Friars Hole System, Organ Cave System, Toohey Ridge Cave 
System, etc.) 

Special Projects 
During the past year the Society and its members have 

accomplished several special projects . Some typical examples 
include: 

• produced' 'Hollow Hills and Other Songs" (a cassette recording of 
selections from the 1974-75 NSS Cave Ballad Competitions) 

• conducted the week long NCRC "Seminar of Cjlve Rescue 
Operations and Management" at Columbia College, Columbia, CA 
(June 1982) 

• conducted the 3 day Cave Rescue Management Seminar 
(sponsored by NRO and the New York Dept. of Parks , July 1982) 

• produced NSS sweatshirts with the Society emblem 
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Special Events 
One of the purposes of the National Speleological Society is to 

promote fellowship . The Society provides many opportunities for a 
caver .to meet others with similar interests. During the course of a 
year there are thousands of cave trips and meetings . Those of us who 
have been NSS members for a while tend to take these for granted 
and rarely consider the benefits they provide. But the caver who 
does not participate in Society activities does not have any 
comparable opportunity for meeting a large number of cavers with 
similar interests, or being exposed to new ideas and information 
which have been put to the test of experience by others before they 
are passed to you , or meeting old friends who live outside of the local 
area. 

Some of the special events organized by Society members on an 
annual basis are : 

• Annual NSS Convention (USA) , summer - various Grottos . 

• Indiana Cave Capers (midwest) , August , Central Indiana Grotto . 

• Kentucky Speleofest (KY), Memorial Day Weekend - Greater 
Cincinnati, Louisville and Ft. Knox Grottos. 

• Hodag Hunt (WI) , early fall- Wisconsin Speleological Society. 

• Oldtimers' Reunion (WV) , Labor Day weekend - The Robertson 
Association (point of contact: Anne Whittemore, 4107 Ranch Road, 
Johnson City, TN 37601). 

• Periodic NSS Region Meetings (see section of this Manual on NSS 
Regions) 

• Annual Glawackus Hunt (New England), summer - NRO 

• SERA Cave Carnival (South) , summer - various grottos 

• TAG Fall Cave In (South), fall - DC Grotto 
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Awards 
Each year the Society recognizes the special accomplishments of 

some of its members . During the past year the following individuals 
and organizations received awards: 
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Honorary Member Award: 
Art and Peggy Palmer 

Outstanding Service Award: 
G. Thomas Rea 

Certificate of Merit: 
Sarah G. Bishop 
Roger Brucker 

Richard K. Murray 
Organizing Committee of the 
8th International Congress 

Fellow of the Society: 
Donald W. Ash 
Carol L. Belski 

Sarah G. Bishop 
Larry O. Blair 

Roy (Chip) Clark 
Tom Cook 

James C. Currens 
WarrenG. Dixon 

Joseph M. Domnanovich 
Robert J . Ehr 

Robert E . Gulden 
Elaine J. Hackerman 

Raymond A. Hardcastle 
Gene Harrison 
Frank Ireton 

Gerald L. Kyle 
David McKinzie 

Emily Davis Mobley 
John C. Tinsley 

Ronald C. Wilson 
William F. Zarwell 

Ralph W. Stone Research Award: 
John D. Pickle 

Lew Bicking Award: 
Bill Walter 

Conservation Award: 
Richmond Area Speleological Society 

Peter M. Hauer Spelean History Award: 
Joel Snead 

James Mitchell Award: 
Michael Barnes 

Certificate of Appreciation 
Bob and Chris Amundson 

Jay and Karen Arnold 
Eileen Carol 
Beth Estes 

Irene Ludwig Forney 
Arthur M. Greenhall 
William R. Halliday 
Joe (Buzz) Hummel 

Jim Johnston 
George Luteran 
Hazel Medville 

Emily Davis Mobley 
Lee H. Noon 
Allan Plante 

George Pshaney 
Linda Starr 

Paul Stevens 
Leonard Walker 
John M. Wilson 

Looking Ahead 
As 1981 began, the members of the NSS Board of Gover~ors 

informally stated what they felt should be the goals for the SocIety 
during the next five years. Many goals were recommended; those 
which received the most support were: 

1. Obtain increased support from non-dues sources . 
2. Recruit active cavers into the NSS. 
3. Get state and national cave protection laws passed. 
4. Own and/or manage more caves. 
5. Develop a higher public profile and educate the public about the 
need to conserve caves . 
6. Hire an executive director. 
7. Improve the NSS News and publish it in a timely manner. 
8. Establish better liaison with government agencies and 
conservation groups. 
9. Sponsor and publish more research. 
10. Improve the Society's image. 
11 . Improve cave owner relations . 
12. Support general conservation goals. 

Looking back over last year, we've made progress on most of these 
goals. Remembering that progress is made by a series of steps, some 
"steps" taken in 1982 were: 

Goall: More than $30,000 was donated for the purchase of the Trout 
Rock Caves property and another $7,000 was donated towards 
paying the mortgage on the NSS office addition. 
Goal 2: The Society formed a Membership Task Force to recruit 
active cavers into the NSS. A questionnaire will be distributed to 
existing members to solicit their input on what Society policies and 
actions might serve to increase membership. 
Goal3:Idaho cavers were successful in passing a state cave law. 
Goal 4: Purchase of the Trout Rock Caves is imminent and NSS 
members are managing or helping to manage several new caves (see 
"Conservation" section of this manual). 
Goal 5: Sierra Club published Caving: The Sierra Club Guide to 
Spelunking with a strong conservation message and recommend
ation that readers seek out the NSS. 
Goal 6: We conducted discussions with CRF and The Nature 
Conservancy on the feasibility of having a paid executive director 
and how to pay his salary. 
Goal 7: The NSS News has consistently been mailed during the 
month of issue . The number of pages printed has been increased and 
color has been used extensively . 
Goal 8: We entered into agreements with a variety of government 
agencies (e.g. BLM/ Roswell, NM) to assist in managing their caves. 
The NSS signed a contract with National Parks and Conservation 
Association to conduct a petition drive for them. The Mt. St. Helens 
CTF testified at Congressional hearings . 
Goal 9: The Society award for research (Stone Award) was increased 
from $500 to $1,000 and the Research Advisory Committee budget 
was increased by $1 ,000 . 
GoallO: A Society member conducted a survey of commercial cave 
owners to determine their image of the Society and how we might 
improve our image. 
Goal 11: The Society co-sponsored the National Conservation and 
Cave Management Symposium. 
Goal 12 See the' 'Conservation section of this Manual. 

, ~ 

NSS AS A BENEFICIARY 

Consider making the Society a beneficiary in your will or on your 
insurance policy. The NSS itself or a specific NSS Fund (e.g . Nss 
"Cave Acquisition Fund" ) can be named as beneficiary. 
Cave-related books can be deSignated for donation to the NSS 
Library, cave and caver photographs can be donated to the NSS 
Photo Archives, and cave memorabilia can be donated to the NSS 
Museum of Speleology 
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Structure of the Society 

NSSMember 
To a greater extent than in most other organizations , the NSS is 

based upon individual member participation. It is not uncommon for 
the Society to have difficulty finding a volunteer to fill a position. 
Inevitably, almost anyone who is interested in a given area and 
willing to work can find a committee to work on within the Society. 
Because of turnover in the leadership of many committees, the 
qualified and interested committee member may soon become the 
chairman. This Manual describes the functions of the national 
committees. Each NSS internal organization has its own committee 
structure. Contact the appropriate NSS officer, national committee 
chairperson or the chairperson of the internal organization in which 
you are interested for further information. 

There are many cave-related activities for which there is no 
organization or committee currently responsible . The individual 
member interested in pursuing one of these activities need only 
volunteer to do it . There are many opportunities to conduct a cave 
survey , develop and execute a management plan for a specific cave 
on behalf of its owner, resolve a landowner relations problem, 
perform a conservation project, or raise funds to purchase a specific 
cave. All it takes is individual interest - the organizational 
mechanisms ofthe NSS , and its normal laissez faire approach , allow 
for accomplishment of the project within the Society. 

Internal Organizations 
Members of the NSS are encouraged to join one or more internal 

organizations . There are five types of internal organizations: 
chapters (usually called grottos), regions, sections, surveys and 
conservancies . 

Grottos 

About 200 local chapters, or grottos, located around the country 
represent the bulk of the internal organizations of the NSS. They 
usually conduct regular meetings and serve to bring cavers together 
within their general areas and coordinate activities .. Most of the 
caving activities within the NSS are conducted within grottos . 
Members of grottos survey caves, install arid maintain cave 
registers, build and maintain cave gates where this becomes 
desirable and hold cave clean-up campaigns . Many grottos publish 
as a regular part of their program. 

Most grottos, to one degree or another, maintain caver training 
programs and keep up to date on the latest developments in safety, 
equipment and technique . Grottos are often involved in cave 
conservation programs. Some grottos maintain cave rescue teams 
and many maintain libraries and equipment stores. 

While NSS members are not required to join grottos they are 
urged to do so, for the grotto is truly the backbone of the NSS. Even 
though a group of cavers comprising a grotto may do nothing more 
than "go caving" for sport, the grotto still provides fellowship 
among cavers and provides responsible persons with whom to cave. 

Information on forming a new grotto where there currently isn't 
one is available from the chairman of the NSS Internal Organizations 
Committee. A minimum of five NSS members qualifies for grotto 
status. 

Active grottos of the NSS are listed later in this Manual with their 
latest addresses . 
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Regions 

Frequently, a group of grottos within a general geographic area 
will unite in a form of loose association called a region or regional 
association. Individuals within this geographical area who are not 
associated with any grotto, may also belong to the region. 

It is rather difficult to define a region since the structure of each of 
the regions within the NSS is different. Some regions are formed 
principally for purposes of fellowship among the grottos; others have 
specific organizational purposes such a training programs and 
coordination of caving activities. All of the regions give NSS 
members the opportunity to formally get together to trade 
information and solve problems common to the entire geographical 
area. Region meets or conventions , then, seem to be a principal 
purpose of regional organizations . Some regions publish, and may, 
in fact, serve as the principal publishing organ for a group of grottos. 
Region seminars on safety, first aid, rescue procedures, and 
conservation matters are frequently held through the collective 
efforts of the several grottos within a region, for the benefit of all 
members within the region, where it might be otherwise impossible 
for an individual grotto to muster the forces and talents for such 
programs. 

Whatever may be the various reasons for regional organization, 
the regions provide the opportunity for cavers among several grottos 
to deal with their own special area needs. Currently established 
regions in the Society include: 

• Arizona - Comprised of grottos in Arizona. Sometimes meets 
jointly with South-western Region. 
• Council of Appalachian Volunteers Engaged in Speleology -
Organized in 1982 to provide coordination of caving activities, 
particularly in conservation, in the Central Appalachian area. Has 
scheduled training sessions . Publishes a newsletter. 
• Mid-Appalachian - Holds a business meeting in midwinter with 
fall and spring caving weekends . 
• Missippippi Valley-Ozark - Has gatherings in spring and fall, 
usually Missouri. MVOR meetings feature speakers and promote 
fellowship and caving. 
• North Country - Located around the Great lakes . Publishes NCR 
News. 
• Northeastern - Holds spring and fall meetings . Sponsors a rescue 
organization. Publishes Northeastern Caver. 
• Northwest - Includes some Canadian groups as well as U.S. 
grottos . Publishes Northwest Caving. Puts on a summer caving 
meeting and winter symposium. Active in cave management and 
conservation work. 
• Ohio Valley - Publishes Ohio Valley Caver. Sponsors two rescue 
teams in Kentucky and maintains a call-down list. 
• Rocky Mountain - Has annual meetings. Publishes Depths of the 
Rockies . 
• Southeastern - Holds a winter business session and a summer 
Cave Carnival . 
• Southwestern - Publishes Southwestern Covers. Conducts two 
field meetings a year (Easter, Labor Day usually) , a summer 
"sextathalon" and a midwinter technical meeting. 
• Texas - the Texas Caver is one of the better known caving 
publications in the US. Texas cavers have a mid-September meeting 
and are active in several projects in Texas and Mexico. 
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• Virginia - The oldest NSS region, started in 1950. Publishes a 
monthly news-sheet, V AR· FYI. Recently published a book on its 
history (1950-1980) . Operates the Cave Rescue Communication 
Network with a call-down list. Holds fall and spring meetings with 
business sessions and other activities . Has sponsored conservation 
and cave protection activities and maintains contact with other 
environmental groups. 
• Western - (California and contiguous states) . Publishes The Cali. 
fornia Caver. Annual meeting held during Labor Day weekend. 
Sponsors regional seminars featuring topics such as caving tech
niques, safety, etc. Active in cave conservation. 

A listing of the regions , with a current address , appears elsewhere 
. in this Manual. Announcements of regional events frequently in the 

NSS News. For more information about any particular region 
write to the address listed . ' 

Sections 

NSS sections provide a framework to bring together cavers with 
similar specialized interests . While a few , such as Cave Diving, may 
require specialized skills for active membership, subscriptions to a 
section publication are available to whose without that skill but with 
an interest. For more information, write to the address appearing 
elsewhere in this Manual. Most sections meet annually during the 
NSS Convention for business and for presentation of papers or for 
demonstrations. 

American Spelean History Association 

The purpose of the American Spelean History Association is to 
study, disseminate and interpret spelean history; the folklore 
legends and historical facts on caves , cavers and caving. Papers 
resulting from research are read at the annual NSS Convention and 
printed in the section's quarterly Journal of Spelean History. 

Biology Section 

The Biology Section of the NSS was organized in 1965 for the 
purposes of encouragement and facilitization of research and 
communication among biologists interested in the study of life in 
caves of the United States, Mexico, Central America and Canada. 
The section publishes the North American Biospeleology Newsletter 
five times a year, sponsors a session at the annual NSS Convention 
for the presentation of papers, and holds one business meeting a 
year at the Convention. 

Cave Diving Section 

The NSS Cave Diving Section is the largest cave diving 
organization in the U.S. with members in almost every state. While 
section members are very active in diving springs in Florida, they 
also dive mines and swamps in the northern states, conduct high 
altitude sump diving in the West, perform motorized and stage 
diving in the South, dive sea caves in the Northeast, survey Bahama 
Blue Holes, and conduct studies of various natural springs in 
Mexico. The section is also active in the development of underwater 
rescue equipment, and sponsors a comprehensive cave diver and 
instructor training program. It also holds national technology 
transfer seminars twice a year and publishes Underwater 
Speleology. 

Cave Conservation and Management Section 

The purpose of the Cave Conservation and Management Section is 
to provide a central clearinghouse for information, expertise and 
research in the field of cave management. The section co-sponsors 
regular cave management symposia at national and regional levels 
and assists the NSS Cave Ownership and Management Committee in 
managing Society caves. Some of the symposium proceedings have 
been published and are available from the NSS Bookstore. 
Additional projects are development of literature for the specific use 
of cave managers and people directly involved with caves, and the 
development of guidelines for the NSS Board of Governors to assist 
in decisions regarding cave acquisition . 

Computer Applications Section 

Those Society members interested in computers and their 
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application to cave related projects recently formed the Computer 
Applications Section. The section conducts a workshop at the annual 
NSS Convention and Publishes the CAS Newsletter . One major 
interest of section members is computer programs to process cave 
survey data and provide graphical representation of the cave in two 
and three dimensions . 

Cave Geology and Geography Section 

The NSS Section of Cave Geology and Geography includes cave 
and karst geologists and geographers, both amateur and 
professional. It sponsors a session at the annual NSS Convention for 
the presentation of papers and publishes GEO 2. tri-annually. The 
section also maintains the Society's Cave Map Symbols list and lists 
ofthe world's longest and deepest caves. 

Social Science Section 

The Social Science Section promotes the scientific study of the 
human aspects of caving through the disciplines of the social 
sciences. Most of the activities of the section during the past few 
years have consisted of presentation of papers at the annual NSS 
Conventions dealing with caving habits of American cavers, 
minorities in caving and solo caving. The section publishes the Social 
Science Newsletter. 

Vertical Section 

The Vertical Section publishes Nylon Highway , and organizes the 
vertical session and the prusik contest at each NSS Convention. The 
section sponsors a vertical workshop at each Convention which 
provides a forum for exchange of ideas on vertical caving techniques 
and equipment. 

Women's Section 

The Women's Section of the NSS was chartered in 1976. The 
women who formed the section wanted to provide a forum where 
cavers could discuss caving problems they encountered as women , 
where new techniques and equipment designed with a woman's 
physiology in mind could be demonstrated, and where support could 
be provided which would encourage caving women to maximize their 
abilities as cavers and as leaders in their grottos and in the NSS. 

Surveys 

In almost every state containing a number of caves there is a group 
of NSS cavers actively maintaining data on the caves and pursuing 
further exploration. Only a few of these have asked for NSS charters 
as Internal Organizations (see I/O directory), others - as well as 
some of these - are recognized NSS Study Groups and some may be 
independent. The best way to make contact with a survey if you want 
to become active in this type of project is by inquiry through your 
local grotto or region. 
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Some cave-rich states assign working groups to specific counties 
to hunt for caves on a systematic basis, for exploration and to 
develop data including maps. Such an approach has often led to a 
dramatic increase in the number of caves known in the state. 
Discoveries of virgin cave still are being reported from well known 
and frequently visited wild caves. In this particular area of work , 
armchair cavers gifted in developing good relations with cave owners 
may be as useful as hard-core explorers and specialists in processing 
cave data . 

Conservancies 

In November of 1982 a new type of internal organization was 
created. A "Conservancy" is a NSS internal organization made up of 
individuals and organizations dedicated to facilitating the acquisi
tion, lease or management of cave and karst properties in a general 
geographic area by themselves or with other conservation 
organizations. Should you wish to form a "Conservancy" contact the 
chairman of the NSS Internal Organizations Committee. 

Congress of Grottos 
Once a year delegates to the Congress of Grottos from internal 

organizations meet at the annual Convention to discuss and vote on 
issues that concern the members or that the members feel should be 
brought to the attention of the BOG. The number of delegates for 
each 110 is based upon the number of NSS members in the group. 
An 110 must have filed an annual report in order for its votes to be 
cast at the COG. Unaffiliated NSS members can form a group and 
also be represented at the Congress. Issues are solicited from 
internal organizations or any NSS member and thus the range of 
subj ects is limited only by the interest of the members. The COG is 
an advisory body to the BOG. BOG is influenced by COG 
recommendations which are decisively supported and consistent 
with NSS goals. Issues may be submitted at any time to the chairman 
of the COG or the Issues Chairman of the COG. 

Board of Governors 
Since its founding in 1941, the NSS has been governed by a Board 

of Governors. Since reorganization in 1960 the Board of Governors 
has consisted of the four officers and 12 directors. The President of 
the Society presides over the BOG meetings and does not vote except 
to break or make a tie . The BOG has full power to conduct and 
supervise all business of the Society. 

The Board of Governors meets three times per year . One of these 
meetings is held during the NSS Convention . The other two 
meetings are held in various parts of the country on a rotating basis 
so that a ll NSS members will, at one time or another, find it possible 
to attend a BOG meeting. Rotating the location of the BOG meeting 
also gives board members a chance to see local activities and hear 
local issues. 
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Directorate 

The twelve directors of the Society are called the Directorate. The 
directors are elected by the NSS membership. Each director 's term 
is three years. Terms are staggered so that four directors corne up 
for election each year. The directors are responsible for establishing 
the overall goals and policies of the Society. Another important job is 
to elect the four officers . 

Officers and Executive Committee 

The four officers of the NSS are: the President Administrative 
Vice-President, Executive Vice-President, and Secr~tary-Treasurer. 
The officers are elected to one year terms by the Directorate and may 
be re-elected as often as the Directorate desires. The four officers 
comprise the Executive Committee . The officers administer the 
Society based upon the policies and goals established by the Board of 
Governors. 

National Committees 
The national level committees report to one of the officers, who are 

ultimately responsible to the BOG and the Society membership. 
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AAAS Rep. - Biology 
AAAS Rep. - Geology 
Ad Hoc Committees 
Awards Committee 
Bylaws Committee 
Cave Vandalism Reward 

Review Commission 
Educational Opportunities Committee 
Federal Agencies Liaison Committee 
Finance Commission 

AAAS Representatives 

The NSS is affiliated with the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. The Society has two representatives to the 
AAAS; one in biology and one in geology and geography. They 
represent the NSS at AAAS section meetings and coordinate cave 
related papers for presentation at the annual AAAS convention. 

Ad Hoc Committees 

Temporary committees are appointed by the President or the BOG 
to pursue specific issues as the need is identified. The current ad hoc 
committees are: 
• Computer for NSS 
• Conservation brochures 
• Membership Task Force 
• NSS affiliation policy 
• NSS Bulletin Advisory Board 
• NSS-NSF relationships 
• NSS Office addition 
• Pettibone Karst 
• Referendum 
• Spelunking Hall of Fame 
• Trout Rocks Caves 

Awards Committee 

Each year at the convention the NSS recognizes cavers who have 
made outstanding contributions to speleology or the NSS. Awards 
are given by the Board of Governors on the recommendation of the 
Awards Committee and are presented during the convention 
banquet program. If you know of someone who should be nominated 
for an award, contact the Awards Committee chairman. 

Honorary Member Award - One Honorary Membership may be 
given each year for outstanding contributions to the field of 
speleology. The Honorary Member Award is of equal stature to the 
Outstanding Service A ward and together they constitute the 
Society's highest awards. The Honorary Member Award includes a 
life membership in the Society. 

Outstanding Service Award - One Outstanding Service Award may 
be given each year for outstanding service to speleology and the 
Society. The Outstanding Service Member Award is of equal stature 
to the Honorary Member Award and together they constitute the 
Society's highest awards. The Outstanding Service Award includes a 
life membership in the Society. 

Certificate of Merit - Up to three Certificates of Merit may be 
awarded each year at the Convention for specific accomplishments in 
cave exploration, study, or conservation . Certificates may be given 
to individuals, jointly to no more than three individuals, or to 
organizations . Emphasis is on recent accomplishment. Certificate of 
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Fund Raising Committee 
International Secretary 
Legal Committee 
Minutes and Arrangements Committee 
Nominating Committee 
Public Relations Committee 
Recording Secretary 
Secretary to the Board 
Show Caves Liaison Committee 
Youth groups Liaison Committee 

Merit recipients who are, or become, members of the Society will 
bec?me Fellows of the Society. 

Fellow of the Society - The title, Fellow of the Society is an award 
given for service in the field of speleology, whether scientific, 
exploratory, or administrative . Emphasis usually is on continued 
service over a period of time. The total number of Fellows is limited 
to 20 percent of the Society membership. 

Ralph W. Stone Research Award - The Ralph W. Stone Research 
Award is given to a graduate student preparing a thesis on a 
speleological subject. The recipient is chosen by a sub-committee of 
the Research Advisory Committee based on nominations or 
applications received by the Committee. The award consists of 
$1,000 from the Ralph W. Stone Research Fund. The recipient is 
required to give credit to the NSS when the work is published and 
donate a copy of the publication to the NSS Library. 

Lew Bicking Award - The Lew Bicking Award is given to recognize 
an individual Society member who, through specific actions, has 
demonstrated a dedication to the thorough exploration of a cave or 
group of caves. The Award consists of a certificate and a cash award 
based on the income earned by the Lew Bicking Fund. 

James G. Mitchell Award - The James G. Mitchell Award is given 
for the best scientific paper presented at any of the sessions of the 
annual convention by a member (or members) of the Society 25 years 
old or younger who has applied or been recommended for the 
Award. The Award consists of a certificate and a cash award based 
on the income earned by the James G. Mitchell Fund. 

. Conservation Award - The Conservation Award recognizes an 
internal organization which has demonstrated an outstanding 
dedication to the cause of cave conservation based on nominations 
from internal organizations or members. The Award consists of $50 
from the Save-the-Caves Fund. The names of interna! organizations 
that receive the Award are inscribed on a plaque which hangs at the 
NSS Office. 

Peter M. Hauer Spelean History Award - The Peter M. Hauer 
Spelean History Award is given to an individual or group involved in 
an outstanding spelean history research project. The Award consists 
of a certificate and a cash award based on the income earned by the 
Peter M. Hauer Fund. 

Certificate of Appreciation - Certificates of Appreciation are 
awarded by the President of the Society to people or organizations 
that have, by specific action, furthered the goals of the Society. The 
award consists of a certificate signed by the President. 

Bylaws Committee 

This committee is responsible for reviewing proposed NSS bylaw 
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changes and assuring that they are consistent with the Articles of 
Incorporation and with the Constitution of the Society. 

Cave Vandalism Reward Review Commission 

The commission is responsible for administering the NSS reward 
for information leading to the conviction of any person who was 
convicted of vandalizing a U.S. cave. 

Educational Opportunities Committee 

The committee provides the membership of the Society with 
updated lists of educational opportunities in both the scientific and 
sporting aspects of caving . The committee can provide information 
about courses and institutions with speleological emphasis . The 
committee also seeks to identify educational programs to which the 
NSS might be able to provide financial or administrative support. 

Federal Agencies Liaison Committee 

The purpose of this committee is to inform federal agencies of the 
information and talent resources of the Society and to otherwise 
facilitate an exchange of information and cooperation between 
federal agencies and the NSS committees and members. 

Finance Commission 

The Finance Commission assists the Executive Committee in 
preparing the annual budget of the Society, advises the 
Secretary-Treasurer on the management of Society funds and the 
accounting techniques used and serves the watch-dog role of 
overseeing the Secretary-Treasurer. 

Fund Raising Committee 

The Fund Raising Committee coordinates national fund raIsmg 
efforts. It is responsible for soliciting grants and donations to the 
Society's restricted funds (Save-the-Caves Fund, Cave Acquisition 
Fund, Cave Preserve Fund, NSS Support Fund, Ralph W. Stone 
Research Award Fund, Lew Bicking Award Fund, James G. Mitchell 
Award Fund, Peter M. Hauer Award Fund, Cave Safety & 
Techniques Research Fund) as well as unrestricted gifts to the 
Society. It also conducts specific fund raising efforts such as those 
currently authorized to purchase the Trout Rock Caves, Pettibone 
Falls Cave and to build an addition to the NSS office in Huntsville, 
AL. The committee will assist members and groups who wish to raise 
funds for a specific project (e.g., purchase a specific cave) on behalf 
of the Society. Contact the committee chairman for further 
information. 

• Donations to the Save-the-Caves Fund will be used to support the 
general conservation goals of the Society. 

• Donations to the Cave Acquisition Fund will be used for the 
purchase or lease of caves or to obtain easements on cave property. 
They also may be used to pay the transfer costs for caves acquired in 
any manner. Money may be transferred to the Cave Preserve Fund, 
if necessary. 

• Donations to the NSS Support Fund are invested by the National 
Speleological Foundation and income from it will be used by the NSS 
for conservation purposes . 

• Donations to the Cave Safety & Techniques Research Fund will be 
used for research on caving equipment safety and techniques. 

• Donations to the various Awards Funds are invested by the NSF 
and the income earned will be used for the cash awards. 

International Secretary 

The International Secretary serves as liaison between the NSS and 
the International Union of Speleology (UIS) and with other individual 
and organizational foreign contacts. 

Legal Committee 

The purpose of the Legal Committee is to serve as legal advisors to 
the Executive Committee and Board of Governors . The committee is 
not expected to serve as legal counsel to the Society. If you are an 
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attorney and interested in helping, please contact the NSS President. 

BOG Arrangements Committee 

The committee solicits bids for the spring and fall Board of 
Governors meeting . Once the BOG has chosen the meeting location, 
the committee acts as a liaison with the meeting hosts to assure that 
necessary meeting arrangements are made. If your group would like 
to host a BOG meeting, contact the chairman of this committee. 

Nominating Committee 

This committee is responsible for conducting the annual NSS 
election and nominating candidates for NSS officers. 

Each fall the Nominating Committee solicits potential candidates 
for NSS Director. It publishes its slate of candidates in time to allow 
additional candidates to be placed on the ballot by a petition signed 
by 25 voting NSS members . The committee publishes candidate 
information and distributes ballots to every voting NSS member in 
the spring. After counting the ballots returned, it announces election 
results. The elected directors assume office at the annual convention 
and serve a three-year term. Each year four directors are elected. 

while directors are elected by the general membership, NSS 
officers are elected by the directors. The Nominating Committee 
solicits potential candidates and develops a slate of candidates for 
each office. Additional candidates can be nominated by any director. 
The President and Secretary-Treasurer are elected at the spring 
Board of Governors meeting, while the Administrative and 
Executive Vice-Presidents are elected at the annual convention. 

Any member who desires to be a director or officer of the NSS 
should contact the Nominating Committee. 

Public Relations Committee 

In view of changing attitudes within the NSS with regard to public 
relations, this committee is becoming an increasingly important one. 
The committee is responsible for looking out for our image in the 
news media. 

The NSS News and grotto newsletters reach mainly cavers and 
subscribers. The Public Relations Committee can bring the 
personalities and philosophies of the Society to a wider audience. 
The committee is staffed by volunteer professional public relations 
specialists who use information you provide to develop "news 
releases" and send them to appropriate hometown newsletters and 
other media. 

Recording Secretary 

The Recording Secretary takes notes at meetings of the Board of 
Governors and prepares the official minutes of the meeting. 

Secretary to the Board 

The Secretary to the Board is responsible for maintaining and 
distributing information relating to the current policies of the NSS. 
This includes editing and publishing the Board of Governors Manual 
and publicizing BOG policies through the NSS News. 

Show Cave Liaison 

Show caves serve an important need of the general public, and can 
very well be an integral part of a program to conserve and preserve 
caves, cave fauna, and bats. Show cave development is one way to 
protect and preserve a cave. Even though the cave is modified 
somewhat through development, a carefully thought out program of 
development does only minimal damage while preservation and 
protection from vandalism are virtually guaranteed. 

It is important that the NSS maintain dialogue with show cave 
owners and operators. The Show Caves Liaison Committee is the 
NSS representative in this area. 

The committee visits show caves and talks with owners. They 
attend conventions of the National Caves Association (a show cave 
owners group) . The committee also contacts appropriate government 
officials and agencies with regard to government operated caves. 

The committee has also tried to make NSS members aware of the 
bad reputation that cavers have with cave owners, often caused by a 
few cavers who have been rude and disrespectful to show cave 
owners in the past. 

All cavers can be of service to this committee, to the NSS, and to 
themselves by acting like tourists when visiting caves and by 
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demonstrating genuine interest in caves and the problems of their 
management. 

Youth Groups Liaison 

Scout troops, 4-H and' 'Y" clubs , high school science classes, and 
church groups sometimes include caving in their programs 
throughout the school year or as part of summer camp activities. 
Some of these groups have skilled cavers working with them, but 
others are led by adults with little or no caving knowledge, skills or 
experience. Public relations have suffered from the increased cave 
traffic, bad manners and poor safety records of some of these 

groups. 
The Youth Groups Liaison Committee's goal is to promote better 

cooperation between skilled cavers and youth-group cavers in the 
interest of safer, more responsible caving. The committee is working 
on establishing contact with youth organizations on the national 
level. A set of caving guidelines has been developed for youth 
groups use and is available from the NSS Office. 

It must be realized that the NSS is not in a position to legislate or 
govern the activities of youth groups; we can only offer assistance 
and guidelines. 

:;;::::::;;::::::;; Department of the Executive Vice-President ::\;;::\;; 

American Caving Accidents Editor 
Cave Files Committee 
Caving Information Series 
Conservation Committee 

Conservation Subcommittees 
Conservation Task Forces 

Equipment Committee 
History of the Society Committee 
Landowner Relations Committee 

National Cave Rescue Commission 
NSS Bulletin Convention 

Abstracts Committee 
NSS Bulletin Managing Editor 
NSS News Editor 
Research Advisory Committee 

Projects 
Study Groups 

Safety and Techniques Committee 
Members Manual Committee Special Publications Committee 

Speleo Digest Coordinator 

American Caving Accidents 

This publication is a compendium of caving accidents in the U.S. 
during the previous year(s), complete with analyses and commen
tary. To date, the Society has published issues which cover cave 
accidents during the time period 1967 through 1979 and the issue for 
1980-81 is ready to go to press. 

The publication depends upon the reporting of all caving accidents 
to the editor of American Caving Accidents. This includes accidents 
involving non-affiliated cavers , as well as those affiliated in one way 
or the other with the NSS. The more reports on caving accidents that 
can be gathered in a given year, the more meaning American Caving 
Accidents for that year has in studying the reasons for, and possible 
means of having preve.nted those accidents. 

American Caving Accidents is dedicated to analyzing the causes 
and cures so as to make caving safer for all of us . The publication is 
an education in itself for it draws awareness to the reasons for caving 
accidents, and can thus serve as an excellent training aid for safer 
caving activity. 

Cave Files Committee 

The NSS Cave Files are an archive of cave data. The files contain 
data on thousands of caves from throughout the world, although the 
emphasis is on caves of North America. 

The purpose of the NSS Cave Files Committee is to: 

• solicit and store cave data 
• maintain the NSS Cave Files 
• serve as a center for information on the location of other cave data 
repositories 
• establish a duplicate copy of NSS Cave File data to be separately 
located and encourage other cave data repositories to take similar 
precautions to protect the data from loss 
• serve as a repository for original and duplicate cave data subject to 
such restrictions as may be mutually agreed with the donor 
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NSS Cave Files data is available to NSS members and internal 
organizations on request, within reasonable limits and consistent 
with good conservation practice. The Cave Files Committee has a 
series of working rules to protect the files, as much as is humanly 
possible, from illegitmate and unscrupulous use . Cave data donated 
to the files is released only in accordance with any restrictions placed 
upon its release by the donor. . 

Members can help the cause of the NSS Cave Files by feeding 
information on caves into the files, and by helping to protect the files 
data through using discretion in how and to whom they distribute 
data obtained from the files . 

Caver Training Committee 

The primary objective of the Caver Training Committee was to 
publish Caving Basics, a manual intended for new cavers who have 
joined the Society. However, the manual should find appeal among 
all cavers, regardless of their caving experience. Now that the book 
has been published, the committee will collect comments and 
prepare revisions for inclusion in the next edition. 

Caving Information Series 

This committee is responsible for publishing a series of 
inexpensive pamphlets on specific topics related to caves. They 
provide the detailed information cavers, grottos or cave owners can 
use . 

About the best way to describe these non-periodicals is to call 
them an open-file portfolio. It is a convenient and readily accessible 
source of practical information on the various and sundry subjects 
pertaining to caving. It is not complete and never can be since it is an 
ever-expanding file of individual papers which deal in specifics on 
specialized subjects . It will appeal not only to the neophyte but to the 
knowledgeable caver as well. 

Since articles in such a file can become antiquated with time, the 
CIS committee re-writes and updates these papers. 
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The publications in the series are available to members at low cost 
from the NSS Office. 

Conservation Committee 

The primary purpose of the Conservation Committee is to 
coordinate and encourage the cave conservation efforts of the 
Society. The committee serves this purpose by acting as a 
communications network for the Society's various efforts. The 
committee also maintains liaison with individuals, corporations and 
state and federal agencies outside the Society, and coordinates 
Society conservation efforts with other conservation organizations 
having mutual goals. 

Much of the efforts are handled by Conservation Sub-committees 
and Conservation Task Forces (CTF's). In general, the Sub-commit
tees deal with national and regional issues of a continuing nature 
while the CTF's are chartered to work on local problems of specific 
interest to the CTF's members. In addition, the Conservation 
Committee tries to give support to local and regional conservation 
efforts when requested to do so by grottos, regions, and individual 
Society members. The committee also responds to requests for cave 
conservation information from outside the Society. 

To provide financial support for conservation projects , Conserva
tion Grants (up to $100 each) and Conservation Research Grants (up 
to $500) are available from the Conservation Committee . The 
Conservation Committee may also make interest free loans to CTF's 
to facilitate carrying out their purpose and goals . The Conservation 
Committee receives monetary support through donations to the NSS 
Support Fund and the Save-the-Caves Fund, in addition to its 
regular budget. 

If your group might benefit from being a CTF, write the 
Conservation Committee chairman. Any group of NSS members or 
an existing internal organization of the Society may be designated a 
Conservation Task Force of the NSS if the cave conservation 
purposes of the group and the Society would be aided thereby. CTF 
designation is made by the Conservation Committee chairman 
subject to BOG confirmation. This designation is in addition to any 
title the group selects for itself. For example, a group working 
toward the protection of XYZ Cave might call itself "Protectors of 
XYZ Cave - A Cave Conservation Task Force of the National 
Speleological Society. " 

One of the main vehicles for communication of Society 
conservation efforts and encouraging further conservation projects is 
a regular monthly conservation column in the NSS News. Members 
and groups who are conducting a conservation project are 
encouraged to send the Conservation Committee chairman a note 
describing the project so that the information can be used as a basis 
for further NSS News columns. By publicizing your accomplish
ments, others may be encouraged to try similar projects . Further, 
such publicity helps to establish a conservation ethic among the 
readership. 

The following list briefly summarizes the primary goals or 
functions of each of the most active Sub-committees and 
Conservation Task Forces 

Conserva tion Sub-Committees 

• Conservation Publicity - to communicate cave conservation 
information and project the conservation ethic to cavers. 
• Conservation Legislation - to gather information on laws which 
impact caves or cavers, including trespass laws, property owner 
protection laws and cave protection laws. The committee plans to 
publish this information . 
• Bats - to respond to requests for information on bats, to maintain 
liaison with bat experts and to communicate with cavers and the 
public to encourage them to perceive bats favorably and wish to 
preserve them. 
• Cave Management Plans/ Environmental Impact Statements - to 
coordinate the Society 's review of management plans, environ
mental impact statements and similar documents pertaining to caves 
or karst by distributing them to those who have expertise or interest. 
The committee has coordinated the review of many management 
plans and EIS this past year . 

Conservation Task Forces 

• Mammoth Cave System CTF - To coordinate Society efforts at 
Mammoth Cave National Park. The CTF has been active in assisting 
MCNP establish a wild caving program and maintaining a liaison 
between cavers and the Park Service. 
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• Pettibone Karst CTF - to save Pettibone Falls Cave and the 
surrounding karst. The CTF has been very active in attempting to 
get the current owners to sell the area to the Society . 
• Mt. St. Helens CTF - to preserve Ape Cave and the surrounding 
Cave Basalt area on Mt. St. Helens. The CTF has successfully 
negotiated with the Forest Service to recognize the caves as a 
significant feature, to protect them from the mudflows caused by the 
eruption and to manage them appropriately . In 1982 the CTF 
testified before the U.S. Congress in support of establishing the area 
as a National Volcanic Monument. This designation was later 
passed . 
• Klamatb Mountains CTF - to explore, map and classify the caves 
of the Klamath Mountains area of California. The CTF continues to 
map Bigfoot Cave and assist the Forest Service to inventory and 
manage their cave resources. 
• Sierra Caves CTF - to attempt to prevent a planned ski 
development for Mineral King, site of the highest known marble 
caves in California. While the ski development appeared to be 
stopped several years ago the CTF remains vigilant. 
• Peacock Springs CTF - to save Peacock Springs and the 
surrounding karst. The CTF was chartered in December 1981. The 
owner of Peacock Springs Cave has offered to sell it and the CTF is 
attempting to raise funds. 
• White River Plateau - to attempt to prevent limestone quarrying 
operations in an area on the White River Plateau, Colorado, which 
contains many caves. The CTF continues to be successful in 
preventing permits to allow quarrying. 
• Lost River CTF - to protect the Lost River Karst area of Indiana 
from a flood control project. Thus far the CTF has been successful. 
• Germany Valley CTF - to protect caves and bat colonies of the 
Germany Valley area of West Virginia, including Hell Hole and the 
Sinks of Gandy. These caves are threatened by quarrying operations 
and excessive visitation. Hell Hole has been declared a critical 
habitat for an endangered bat species, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
has fenced the entrance. 
• Endangered Cave Fauna CTF - to work with state and federal 
agencies and within the scientific community for protection of 
threatened and endangered species and critical habitats . The CTF 
participated in publishing the CIS issue "Guide for Biological 
Collecting in Caves . " 
• Trout Rock Caves CTF - to save Hamilton, Trout and New Trout 
caves and the surrounding karst. Their owner has offered to sell the 
land and the CTF has successfully raised most of the purchase price. 

Equipment Committee 

The Equipment Committee is responsible for the scientific and 
other types of equipment owned by the Society. Requests to borrow 
the scientific instruments must be approved by the Research 
Advisory Committee. 

History of the Society Committee 

The committee was created to serve as a focal point for 
information on the history of the NSS. The committee has been 
instructed to produce a book on the Society, to be published in 1991. 

While some information exists in the form of newsletters or other 
publications devoted to the history of a grotto or region, a 
tremendous amount of data still remains to be collected. The 
committee has mailed a questionnaire to a number of NSS members 
who have been identified as potentially having been important to the 
Society. 

The committee seeks information about the individual, his or her 
significant accomplishments, activities of the Society which that 
person feels have been important, and the names of other cavers 
who have played some significant role in the history of the NSS. 

The History Committee would like each grotto or region to 
designate a member who would be interested in collecting 
information about that organization and the members who have 
contributed to it. Anecdotes and suggestions about activities and 
people who should be included in the final history are welcome. 

The committee will be working closely with the Photo Archives 
Committee to insure that both a visual and an oral record of the 
Society will be prepared. If you have any historical material - files, 
newspaper articles, slides, or photographs - please contact the 
chair of the Committee. 

Landowner Relations Committee 

One of the most ticklish problems with which cavers are faced is 
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relations with the landowner. It is a fact of life that we cave on other 
peoples ' property or on public land controlled by a government 
agency. Many grottos and regions have a landowner relations 
chairman who works toward keeping caves open in the grotto's 
locality. The National Landowner Relations Committee seeks to 
sensitize the membership by publishing regular articles in the NSS 
News on landowner/caver incidents with an analysis of how the 
problem could have been prevented. If you know of an incident, drop 
the committee chairman a note describing it or contribute an article 
for the NSS News . ' 

A free brochure on landowner relations is available to members 
through the NSS office. 

Members Manual 

This committee's sole responsibility is to produce the manual you 
are now reading. 

It is hoped that , given a better understanding of our organization, 
you can become a more active participant in the Society's programs, 
and will get more out of the Society, while helping your Society to 
become more viable in the caving community. Remember, the NSS is 
" you" and the Society is what "you" make it . 

National Cave Rescue Commission 

The National Cave Rescue Commission is a volunteer group 
developed to coordinate cave rescue resources throughout the 
United States. NCRC itself is a communications network through 
which to locate the actual rescue workers and equipment. Most 
NCRC cavers do perform rescues, but not as part of NCRC; rather, 
as members of their local rescue squads, civil defense units or cave 
rescue groups. 

Besides its main function as a communications network, NCRC 
has other goals: 

• Maintaining good working relationships with other rescue
oriented organizations, government agencies and sources of 
specialized equipment and services (e.g., the Air Force Rescue 
Coordination Center and the Mine Safety and Health Administra
tion). 

• Maintaining current files of possibly useful equipment or services 
which can be obtained through the above sources. 

• Developing and maintaining a limited supply of certain equipment 
such as modified Neill-Robertson litters and rescue pulleys in key 
locations throughout the country. 

• encouraging international cooperation by developing contacts with 
cave rescue techniques, and evaluating existing equipment and 
techniques. 

• Increasing the number and proficiency of cave rescuers across the· 
U.S., by sponsoring training sessions, seminars and workshops and 
by encouraging other cave rescue organizations to conduct such 
educational programs. 

• Encouraging international cooperation by developing contacts 
with cave rescuers and rescue agencies in other countries, by 
pre-planning with these groups where U.S. involvement in rescues is 
anticipated, and by inviting participation of cave rescuers from other 
countries in NCRC seminars. 

Organization. NCRC is headed by a national coordinator and is 
divided into 8 regional networks, each with a regional coordinator, 
selected by a board of all coordinators on the basis of 
recommendations from cavers and cave rescue groups in the region. 
In addition to the national and regional coordinators, the NCRC staff 
includes two specialists, a Cave Diving Officer and a Medical 
Officer, who provide advice and keep track of medical and dive 
rescue equipment and personnel. As do most rescue organizations , 
NCRC also depends on many volunteers with no official position, 
whose special knowledge, talents or contacts make the network more 
effective. 
Operation . A cave rescue is usually initiated by a companion or 
re lative of the victim . NCRC may get involved at almost any stage 
thereafter, though many rescues can and should be performed with 
no NCRC assistance. 

Since very few non-caver agencies yet know of NCRC's existence 
and function , the Commission will probably be alerted by cavers. If 
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the victim's companion or relative should contact the NCRC initially , 
the coordinator would get as much information as possible and then 
contact the closest or best equipped local cave rescue group. Time 
could be saved by making the initial phone call to the local group 
rather than NCRC. The leader of the local group, after deciding on 
and initiating the proper course of action, should call the regional 
coordinator to report that the group is going on a rescue and will be 
unavailable until further notice, and to request help in getting 
back-up rescuers, specialized equipment, etc., if necessary. The 
regional coordinator may not advise the national coordinator at this 
point, depending on the scope of the rescue . 

Names, addresses, and phone numbers of the current NCRC staff 
are listed in the directory of this Manual. 

NSS Bulletin Convention Abstracts Committee 

At each NSS Convention a variety of papers are presented on cave 
related topics. This committee prepares the abstracts of these papers 
for publication as a supplement in the NSS Bulletin. 

The NSS Bulletin 

The NSS Bulletin is a quarterly scientific journal on cave and karst 
research. It is the most widely circulated speleological journal in the 
world and is frequently used as a reference source for the writing of 
scientific papers. It is sent automatically to every member (except 
family members). Its primary goal is to contribute to the science of 
speleology and other specialties (social science, exploration, 
conservation, computer applications) associated with caves and 
caving. 

The NSS Bulletin staff will assist any NSS member in preparing a 
manuscript for publication whether or not that member is familiar 
with journal writing skills. The NSS Bulletin is open to anyone with 
new ideas and information of permanent value. This includes sport 
cavers as well as speleologists. If you are interested in contributing 
an article, contact the appropriate specialist on the Board of Editors 
listed on The NSS Bulletin masthead. 

NSSNews 

The NSS News is the Society 's monthly news and feature 
magazine. It is sent automatically to every member (except family 
members). Within its pages members can keep track of the 
numerous regional meetings held by caver groups around the 
country. Members are kept informed of Society business and affairs. 
In addition there are articles of national interest concerning safety 
and equipment, conservation, regional news , and exploration. 

The position of News editor is a part-time paid position. The job 
demands more time than a volunteer editor can reasonably be 
expected to give. 

You are invited to contribute articles , calendar announcements 
and other items of interest to cavers to this Society-wide publication . 

Research Advisory Committee 

This committee coordinates the research activity of the Society. It 
administers research grants given by the Society , chooses the winner 
of the annual Ralph W. Stone Research Award, designates official 
NSS Projects and Study Groups , provides advice to members 
concerning scientific efforts, answers speleological inquiries from 
others , and reviews proposals for research in Society owned caves. 
Some of the recent research grants provided by the committee are 
listed earlier in the Manual. 

Projects of the NSS: Projects concerning caves, instigated by 
members of internal organizations of the Society, may be designated 
a Project of the NSS by the Research Advisory Committee (subject to 
BOG confirmation) if the proposer of the project would be 
advantageously served or recognized by such a designation. 

Current NSS Projects are: 

• Below Idaho: The Finite Wilderness - to create a 30 minute 
Public Television Program aimed at accomplishing the following 
goals: 1) to re-examine the human needs and social values served by 
wilderness preservation; 2) to present a simplified explanation of the 
1964 Wilderness Act; 3) to establish a clear and easy-to-follow, 
political and ethical justification for preserving wilderness and 4) to 
investigate some of the problems facing the people charged with 
managing wilderness resources. By using caves as a vehicle to help 
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hold the attention of a general viewing audience, the project will also 
endeavor to achieve the following: 1) promote an interest in 
protection and preservation of caves as a wilderness resource by 
creating an appreciation of caves; 2) to promote safe and sane caving 
practices; 3) to examine unique problems encountered in efforts to 
protect and manage wild caves in Idaho and 4) to further establish 
that caves are indeed a wilderness resource worthy of protection and 
management under the 1964 Wilderness Act. 

• The Bermuda Caves Project - to identify and document 
Bermuda 's resources relating to history, marine and terrestrial 
zoology, botany, paleontology, geology and hydrology. 

• Caves and Karst Hydrology of .the Lower Glen Rose Formation, 
Kendall and Comal Counties, Texas - to locate, survey and describe 
any significant caves in the region, to conduct a hydrologic study of 
the Lower Glen Rose Formation and relate it to cave development 
and to make land owners, land users and cavers aware of the caves 
and the need to protect them. 

• Crystal Cave Dynamics Project - to study Crystal Cave, an ice 
cave in Lava Beds National Monument. The project will monitor 
changes in ice mass over several annual cycles; determine a heat 
budget from measurements of temperature, humidity , airflow, and 
conduction and estimate the impact of human visitation from the 
heat budget. 

• A Guidebook to Miner's Carbide Lamps Project - to develop and 
publish a book on the history and technology of carbide lamps 
including an index of carbide lamps. 

• The Huautla Project - to explore and scientifically study the 
caves of the Huautla Plateau in Mexico, to develop new technology 
for the exploration of deep cave systems , to investigate the effects of 
long duration underground camping on expedition participants and 
to publish a comprehensive report in book form. Several articles 
have been published to date. 

• Kingston Saltpeter Cave Research Project - to study the usage of 
Kingston Saltpeter Cave from the very earliest times to the present, 
to include a reconstruction of the environment and physiographic 
setting of the cave and surrounding area during the Pleistocene; the 
use of the cave by early American Indians; the mining of saltpeter 
during the Civil War ; and the 20th century commercialization and 
recreational use of the cave. 

• The McFails Cave Cinematography Project - to produce a film 
and slide series on McFails Cave. The film is expected to be used to 
show the beauty and need for preservation of wild caves. 

• Oregon Caves Research Project - to produce a detailed map of 
Oregon Caves and carry out other research efforts including 
meteorological and hydrological studies. 

• Organ Cave System Survey - to complete a survey of the Organ 
Cave System in Greenbrier County, West Virginia , and perform 
other research . Efforts continue on surveying, field checking draft 
maps and performing hydrological studies. 

• Stratigraphic Distribution of Caves in Northern Arkansas - to 
define the aerial distribution of caves in Mississippian carbonates 
and re late this to cavern distribution and relate cave distribution to 
local geology and speleogenesis. 

Study Groups of the NSS 

A group of members or an existing internal organization of the 
Society may be designated a Study Group of the NSS if the scientific 
or technical purpose of the group would be advantageously served or 
recognized by such a designation. A Study Group is not an internal 
organization of the NSS, and the designation is in addition to the title 
of the internal organization with which it may be associated. It is 
intended that a Study Group be concerned with more general and 
longer range efforts than encompassed under NSS Projects . 
Designation of a Study Group is made by the BOG ; contact the 
Research Advisory Committee for further information. 

Current NSS Study Groups are: 

• Calaveras Speleological Survey - to encourage and coordinate 
cave studies within the Calaveras Limestone Formation of Central 
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California . 
• Verlnont Speleological Survey - to investigate, survey and 
describe geologically the caves of Vermont. 
• Virginia Speleological Survey - to compile new data on Virginia 
caves. VSS has published two books and is currently developing a 
third . It will be distributed to cavers and will include lists of the 
longest, deepest , wettest, etc., caves in Virginia. 
• Western Kentucky Speleological Survey - to study and describe 
the caves and karst featUres of western Kentucky . WKSS publishes 
annual reports describing their current work. 
• West Virginia Speleological Survey - to compile new data on 
caves in West Virginia and to publish bulletins concerning 
speleological research in the state. Seven bulletins have been 
published to date and two more (Saltpeter Caves of West Virginia 
and Caves of the Eastern Panhandle) will be published in 1983. 
Twelve more bulletins currently are being developed and all should 
be published by 1985 . 

Safety and Techniques Committee 

The goal of the NSS Safety and Techniques Committee is " Safety 
Through Knowledge"; a knowledge of safe techniques, safe 
equipment, and awareness of the mistakes which cause most caving 
accidents. Activities of the Safety and Techniques Committee 
include caver education, equipment study and testing, and 
development of safe caving techniques. Recent developments and 
educational material are communicated to the NSS membership 
through the committee 's column in the NSS News and through 
workshops and seminars at NSS Conventions . While the emphasis is 
frequently on vertical caving, the area in which most serious 
accidents occur, the committee works on any safety and equipment 
problem. 

The Safety and Techniques Committee is currently studying the 
effects of abrasion on various types and brands of rope. A report of 
test results will be published in 1983. 

Special Publications Committee 

The committee arranges for the publication of works not published 
by other committees. Examples of the works for which the Special 
Publications Committee has been responsible are the American 
Caving Accidents, Cave Gating, Cave Minerals, Prusiking and 
Caving Basics. The Jewel Cave Adventure was published by 
Zephyrus Press through committee arrangements. The committee is 
currently planning to publish a revised Cave Minerals and a book on 
cave mapping and large cave projects. 

This committee will review manuscripts and related materials for 
Society members, and attempt to facilitate publication of those works 
which it feels will further the goals of the NSS and its members. 

Speleo Digest 

This annual was first published in 1956 by the Pittsburgh Grotto 
which continued to publish it through 1966. The NSS has published 
the subsequent editions. 

The Speleo Digest contains selected material from local grotto 
newsletters of a given year; selected by a volunteer editor on the 
basis of its entertainment or permanent reference value . The Speleo 
Digest is thus a potpourri of information on American caves and 
caving. Nowhere else in America can one find such a comprehensive 
collections of written work on the activities of American cavers. 
Speleo Digest thus serves the important function of preserving, in a 
readily accessible form , much information from local newsletters 
that would otherwise be nearly impossible for cavers to locate in the 
future . 

Speleo Digests for 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1978, and 1979 have 
recently been published and editions for 1976, 1977 1980, 1981 and 
1982 are now under development. 
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Department of the Administrative Vice-President 

Audio-Visual Aids Library 
Bookstore 
Cartographic Salon Committee 
Cave Ballad Contest Committee 
Congress of Grottos Chairman 
Convention Committee 
Internal Organizations Committee 
Library 

Audio-Visual Aids Library 

Looking for a suitable slide show or film for the next grotto 
meeting? Perhaps your services have been "volunteered" to give a 
caving program to a local high school, Boy Scout, or other youth 
group. The NSS Audio-Visual Aids Library may have just what you 
need. 

The Library has a large collection of prepared slide shows, a great 
many of which include audio tape, which are available to NSS 
members and internal organizations. A nominal fee is charged to 
defray the cost of postage and maintenance. 

While many of these shows would appeal primarily to cavers, 
some are suitable for presentation to groups outside the caving 
community. A few are especially suited for youth groups and 
beginning cavers and can be used in training programs. 

These shows are produced by NSS members or groups and are 
donated to the library for the use and enjoyment of members. New 
shows are added regularly. The committee will be· happy to assist 
members desiring to order slide shows or to produce new ones. 

Bookstore 

The Bookstore, housed at the NSS Office in Huntsville , offers 
publications and symbolic devices for sale, many at a substantial 
discount to members. The Bookstore has grown over the years and 
now offers some seventy-five different publications. An effort is 
made to provide commercial books relating to caves as soon as they 
are on the market. The various books published by the Society also 
may be purchased from the Bookstore. Still in stock are some back 
issues of the NSS News and Bulletin, many containing articles by 
cavers who have become famous in spelean history, and cave articles 
which will never become outdated. 

Orders for books or requests for the list of available titles should 
be directed to the NSS Office in Huntsville, Alabama. 

A volunteer Bookstore manager administers the Bookstore and is 
responsible for advertising its products. 

Cartographic Salon 

Another popular event at Conventions is the cartographic salon. 
Any NSS member may submit his best cave maps in accordance with 
the instructions in the announcement of the annual competition in 
the NSS News . A map exhibit is set up at the convention site . 
Judging takes place during the convention week based on artistic 
and technical merit and cartographic presentation. Awards are given 
in various categories based on size of map and mode of drafting. 

The salon serves the following purposes : (1) to foster an interest in 
cave cartography as a technical skill and as an art form, (2) to allow 
an exchange of techniques, ideas and styles among surveyors and 
draftsmen, (3) to recognize cartographic excellence, and (4) to create 
an interesting convention display that depicts recent or active 
exploration and mapping projects worldwide. 

Cave Ballad Contest Committee 

Each year the results of the annual cave ballad contest have been 
presented at the annual convention. These ballads (a reflection of 
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Membership Committee 
MSS Museum of Speleology Committee 
NSS Office Manager 

NSS Office Secretaries 
Photo Archives Committee 
Photo Salon Committee 
Program and Activities Committee 

Field Trips Expeditions 

our caving motivation and frustrations, our comedies and growing 
histories , our relative self-image , and the strength and quality of a 
caver's spirit) have long been a tradition of our underground culture. 

In the past records and cassettes have been produced , 
incorporating some of the best songs submitted to the contest. 

The Cave Ballad Contest Committee exists to encourage cavers to 
express themselves through this art form in as imaginative and 
professional way as possible . 

Congress of Grottos Chairman 

The officers of the Congress of Grottos are elected by 
representatives of the Society 's internal organizations and groups of 
unaffiliated members who attend the congress. Each congress elects 
the COG officers which will serve through the end of the following 
congress. The COG officers are responsible for soliciting issues for 
COG discussion, preparing the congress agenda, chairing the 
meeting, and submitting the results of votes to the BOG. 

Convention 

The highlight of the year for many cavers is the NSS Convention. 
Held during the summer months, it is located in various parts of the 
country from year to year . As might be expected, an affair of such 
national scope reflects the many facets of cavers and their activities. 

First, the NSS Convention provides the opportunity for cavers to 
make presentations on their activities in the exploration , conserva
tion, management and study of caves. Separate sessions are devoted 
to such fields as geology, biology, hydrology, social science, 
exploration, conservation management and spelean history . In 
addition, there are geology and biology field trips, conducted to 
explain local physical conditions or problems which are open to 
speleologist and sport caver alike. 

Seminars and workshops command a prominent place of 
importance . Here members can discuss, in a relaxed group 
participation atmosphere, a wide range of subjects pertaining to 
virtually every aspect of caving. Some of the subjects which have 
been addressed by recent workshops are photography, grotto 
publications , use of computers in caving, problems of large cave 
projects , conservation, stream tracing, vertical techniques and 
public relations. 

NSS sections and committees hold their meetings and luncheons 
at this time. It is a time to review the year ' s accomplishments and 
next year ' s plans. 

The Board of Governors meets in its summer session, and the 
Congress of Grottos holds its annual meeting. 

The Photo Salon displays the best in cave photography and the 
Cartographic Salon presents the finer side of cave mapping. Results 
from the annual Cave Ballad Contest are presented; the participants 
presenting original and adapted words and lyrics , some of which will 
be sung around cavers' campfires for years to come. 

There is a vertical contest, sponsored by the Vertical Section, with 
numerous classes according to one's age, the type of climbing rig, 
and the distance climbed. 

Just for fun there are the nightly campground gatherings , often 
complete with bonfires and song. There is the Howdy Party, a 
massive Convention get-together for fellowship, good food and 
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drink, and often with the entertainment of a band and maybe a 
surprise or two. 

The Speleolympics is an obstacle course contest which simulates 
conditions in a subterranean environment, but seldom resembles 
anything even remotely approaching a cave, except possibly for the 
mud and water. It is a race against the clock, and despite the scrapes 
and bruises, both participant and spectator have fun at this 
sometimes bizarre spectacle. 

The NSS Bookstore and other vendors sell equipment, publica
tions and virtually anything a caver might need . 

The Convention week is climaxed by the banquet and the 
presentation of Society awards of every imaginable sort. After a 
presentation by the evening's guest speaker, everyone heads home 
with fond memories of the completed Convention and anticipation 
for next summer's happening. 

Internal Organizations Committee 

The Internal Organizations committee is responsible for char
tering new internal organizations and maintaining a current file on 
all active 1.0.'s. Each 1.0. must submit an annual report to the 
committee; 1.0 .'s which fail to do so are eventually deactivated . 

The committee currently publishes the Administrative memo, sent 
to all active internal organizations, NSS leaders, and individual 
subscribers upon payment of $5 a year. A subscriber also receives 
monthly office mailings, including membership updates and BOG 
minutes. The Memo contains news primarily of interest to 1.0. 's and 
NSS leaders with suggestions of ways to promote the NSS through 
1.0 . activities . The committee also has published memoranda on 
such topics as "The Small Grotto (How to Start and Maintain)" and 
"A Guide for Local Newsletters" annually circulates a list of 
publications by all active 1.0.'s. 

Additionally , the committee works closely with the Congress of 
Grottos and serves as the credentials committee for that body. 

Any group of five or more NSS members interested in organizing a 
new internal organization should contact the chairman of this 
committee. 

Library 

The NSS Library is located the NSS Office in Huntsville, Alabama. 
The library regularly receives issues of over 200 different 
speleological periodicals a year from NSS internal organizations and 
other cave organizations around the world . A budget is provided for 
the library to purchase significant cave-related publications. 

The library answers requests for information and loans out some 
items of which there are duplicates. Generally, however, the library 
serves as a significant research facility for anyone interested in the 
study of caves. 

Membership Committee 

In an effort to become more effective in its conservation efforts 
and scientific endeavors and to increase it membership services, the 
NSS is actively attempting to increase its membership . The Society's 
infrastructure can easily increase the level of services to an increased 
membership . A larger membership means more people to work on 
new or existing conservation and scientific projects; and more money 
available to fund such projects. NSS members comprise only a small 
part of the caving population. There is a large group of unaffiliated 
cavers which the NSS can solicit as members. These cavers can help 
further the goals of the NSS and can benefit from the Society' s safety 
and conservation messages . 

Due to the fragile and non-renewable nature of caves, the NSS 
restricts its membership recruiting to those who are already 
interested in caves, rather than trying to recruit people who have 
never been caving before. The Board of Governors voted 
unanimously that, " The effort to increase membership shall be 
directed primarily to persons that are already involved in some 
activity relevant to speleology". However, membership is open to all 
who want to join. 

The NSS in recent years has experienced a real explosion in terms of 
new members coming into the Society. It took roughly the first 18 
years of the Society's existence to reach the point of having a total of 
10,000 members, both past and currently active. It has taken only the 
last ten years for the Society to add another total of 10,000 members. 
The total active membership, however, has shown only a gradual 
increase. Fewer that half of the members who joined the NSS in the 
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last ten years have remained active in the Society. The real challenge 
for the membership Committee, and the Society as a whole, is not in 
recruiting new members, but in keeping the interest of those cavers 
who do join. 

NSS Museum of Speleology 

The purpose of the museum is to collect objects directly related to 
caving and speleology. Museum materials include vertical gear, 
lighting devices and other equipment, grotto and region patches , 
and other memorabilia. The Museum of Speleology provided a 
significant display of historic materials at the International Congress 
of Speleology, and plans to have similar exhibits at future 
conventions and other functions . 

NSSOffice 

All national organizations with a significant number of members 
need a central headquarters. The NSS purchased its office in 
Huntsville, Alabama in 1972. The NSS Office often is the first 
segment of our complex and far-flung Society with which new 
members have direct business dealings . At the Office new and 
renewal membership applications are processed. The Office answers 
all Society mail, directing inquiries to the proper personnel. Any 
problems you may have with your membership should be directed to 
the NSS Office, since it is here where your problem should ultimately 
be corrected. The Office keeps available an assortment of brochures 
and pamphlets, types and mails the monthly membership list 
update, changes your address when you move, runs the NSS 
bookstore, and keeps the key to Shelta Cave, the entrance to which is 
on the adjacent property. 

The headquarters building is also home for the NSS Library. If you 
want to examine the publications in the library or conduct research 
there, you must contact the librarian in advance to ensure that the 
area will be available to you. 

The volunteer office manager is responsible for keeping the 
wheels of operation well oiled. Under the supervision of the office 
manager are the only two full-time paid employees in the NSS. They 
perform all of the above-mentioned duties plus many more. 

The office building, which was more than adequate for our needs 
when we bought it, has now become seriously overcrowded with the 
expansion of bookstore inventory, the library, printing facilities, and 
all the other equipment needed to service the membership. At its 
Convention meeting in July 1981 , the BOG recognized this problem 
and approved the expansion of the building through construction of 
an addition which was completed in November 1982. By more than 
doubling the existing space, we are providing for anticipated 
increased membership and services for the next decade. A major 
fund-raising drive has been initiated to pay back the loan which the 
Society needed to build this addition. Each day costs us 
approximately $10 in interest charges. If each member contributes 
only $6, the loan will be paid off. The Society needs your support. 
Please send a contribution to the NSS Office Addition Fund. 

The Office staff urges you to visit your national headquarters. The 
building is open from 8 a .m. to 5 p .m ., Monday through Friday. The 
Office may sometimes be opened on weekends if you let the 
secretaries know in advance that you are coming. 

Photo Archives 

The Photo Archives was established to provide a permanent 
depository for the slides and photographs which are the visual 
history of caving. The Committee continues trying to identify fully all 
the materials which have been collected in the past and solicits 
further donations. Photographs which are contributed will be 
combined with the materials already in the Archives to provide an 
excellent resource for conservation or other research into the history 
of human impact on caves and the people who have contributep. to 
the formation and activities of the NSS. 

Photo Salon 

One of the highlights of any NSS Convention is the Photo Salon. 
Any NSS member is invited to submit his best photos to the Photo 
Salon Committee following annoUl:icement of the annual competition 
in the NSS News. Judging takes place prior to the NSS Convention, 
and awards are given in several categories on the basis of technical 
excellence, aesthetic beauty, originality and artistic merit. The 
categories judged are black and white prints , color prints, color 
slides and movies. 
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Winning prints are exhibited in a gallery set up at the Convention 
for conventioneers to browse through at their leisure . The slides are 
presented during an evening assembly, late in the week of the 
Convention, where awards for all categories are formally announced 
and background information about individual photos is provided. 
This program has consistently been the most popular Convention 
event. 

Program and Activities Committee 

T~e Program and Activities Committee has the responsibility of 
seekmg sponsors for NSS Conventions, and aiding organizers in 
convention planning. The committee serves as one of the points of 
contact for those wishing to use the NSS name in a list of sponsors for 
an activity or event. The committee also brings to the BOG 
applications for official NSS status as field trips or expeditions. 

A visit to a cave or a cave area with NSS members in charge may 
be designated an "NSS Field Trip" ifthe purposes of the trip should 
be advantageously served by such official designation. A major trip 
to a cave or a cave area, usually on a large scale or to a distant 
location, may be designated an " NSS Expedition." 

Field trips and expeditions organized and conducted by members, 
grotto, regions or other internal organizations of the Society may be 
called (for example) 'The ABC Grotto (NSS) Field Trip" or " An 
Expedition of the ABC Grotto of the NSS." If you or your group 
would ~e to be designated an NSS field trip or expedition, or if it 
would like to host an NSS Convention, contact the committee 
chairman. 

Cave Ownership and Management 
Committee 

The primary responsibility of the Secretary-Treasurer is to handle 
the finances of the NSS, paying the bills of the Society and 
maintaining the financial records. The "Secretary" portion of the 
title is a legal designation, to serve as a Corporate Secretary where 
required by law. In general the job is that of a treasurer. Financial 
reports are made to the Board quarterly, with an annual report due 
at the close of our fiscal year. An annual report is also made to the 
IRS to maintain our tax exempt status. More frequent data is 
provided to the other Officers to assist them in managing their 
committees and their budgets. In addition, the Secretary-Treasurer 
manages the real property of the Society - our headquarters 
property and the caves we own. 

In the past couple of years there have been many changes in our 
financial procedures, coming both as the Society has grown and 
matured and as the country's financial institutions have undergone a 
rapid evolution. One of the changes has been to shift our checking 
accounts to interest-bearing ones . Our income, between $9,000 and 
$12,000 a month is handled mostly by the Office and reported to the 
Treasurer monthly. Additional accounts are needed in Huntsville for 
monies received through VisaiMastercharge and to provide a 
controlled expense account for bills that must be paid directly by the 
Office. Checking accounts are also maintained by the Treasurer for 
handling our operating funds and, separately, for the donor
restricted funds . To earn high interest on cash amounts that are 
being held temporarily or long-term, we have an account in a 
money-market fund and in various certificates of deposit. 

We now maintain our restricted funds (such as Save-the-Caves) in 
accounts that are separate from our general funds and allocate the 
interest earned to each specific fund. Another change that is just 
beginning is the computerization of our bookkeeping. Currently the 
financial accounting for our book inventory and the allocation of 
interest earned in the money-market fund to the various funds of the 
NSS are now done by a computer program. 

The NSS is also beginning to do more long-range planning. In 
addition to the operating budget for day-to-day expenses, the Board 
now approves a capital budget for longer-term investments such as 
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Current NSS Field Trips and Expeditions 

• Cave Costa Rica 1982 Expedition-to explore, map and study the 
caves of Barra Honda National Park , near Nicoya, Guanacaste, 
northwestern Costa Rica during the period 26 February through 28 
March 1982 

Over 20 cavers participated in the expedition which explored and 
surveyed numerous vertical caves (pits up to 110 meters in depth) 
and studied the associated biological and paleontological resources. 
A detailed report will be published in the NSS News . 

• The Mount Kaijende Expedition, 1982-to explore the caves of a 
remote mountain wilderness located in the Highlands of Papua, New 
Guinea during July and August 1982. 

The expedition found over forty caves . Several were only partially 
explored and wait for the arrival of the next expedition . 

• Tobermory/ Georgian Bay Cave Diving Expedition-to locate and 
explore caves (on land and underwater) along the coast of Georgian 
Bay near Tobermory, Canada. The expedition is a joint project of the 
NSS Cave Diving Section and The Societe Quebecoise de Spelologie 
of Canada. 

During the summer of 1982 eight divers found and surveyed 
several caves including the 300 meter underwater cave "The 
Grotto. " A hand held sonar was used to facilitate underwater 
surveying. A return trip is planned for July 1983. 

• Mt. McKinley Expedition-During the summer of 1982 the 
expedition climbed Mt. McKinley and explored various ice crevices 
in Muldrow Glacier. 

Me Fail' s Cave Committee 
Shelta Cave Committee 

book publishing. The Finance Commission and the Treasurer are 
working together to analyze the past performance of book sales and 
to plan for the long-term handling of our inventory and our book 
publishing. As another new step, projections of income and 
expenditures are being made for the next several years. 

On a following page is the most recent financial report of the 
Society. Our fiscal year runs from each May to the next April, so this 
report covers the period from 1 May, 1981 through 30 April, 1982. 

The Operation Income sheet lists our general fund income, 
excluding donations to restricted funds and the return of capital from 
inventory through book sales . The bulk of our income (70 percent) 
came from members dues. The Endowment Fund paid $4 ,050 to the 
NSS, an amount equal to the cost of regular dues for each life 
member. Another 13 .5 percent of our income came from sales by the 
Bookstore. The capital costs of purchasing or publishing these items 
has been subtracted out, but the overhead costs (postage, labor etc.) 
have not. Other major sources of income are advertising in the NSS 
News and interest earned on our accounts. The deficit shown for the 
year is somewhat deceptive . During the year we began a program of 
discounting for paying dues in advance. Through this we collected 
about $3,000 in extra income that will likely be matched by a 
corresponding shortfall over the next two years . Taking this into 
account the 'real ' deficit for last year was about $4,500. 

The Operating Expenses sheets cover our expenditures, again 
excluding capital investments and the expenses of the restricted 
funds. It is organized by each officer' s department and then broken 
down by committee . The major expenditures are for publications -
News, Bulletin, Member 's Manual - and for the operation of the 
Office. On the expense sheet the first column gives the actual 
expenses for the year, while the second column shows the budget 
approved by the Board at the start of the year. The third column, 
Budget Additions, consists mostly of income items which 
automatically accrue to a particular committee, (e.g . News ad 
income adds on the the News budget, an incentive to the Editor to 
get more advertising). but also includes any changes to the budget 
made by the Board in the course of the year. 
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The Balance Sheet shows the current financial position of the NSS 
at the end of the fiscal year. We had over $74,000 available in various 
cash accounts , the bulk of the money being cash accumulated to 
build the addition to the Office. Our accounts receivable are for News 
ads printed but not paid for yet. Pre-paid expenses represent payroll 
checks for the Office secretaries which are written by the Treasurer a 
month in advance and mailed to Huntsville (but not distributed until 
the appropriate payday). Advances include money paid out to 
various committees in advance of the actual expenditures. The 
People's Bank account is a revolving fund used by the Office to pay 
its bills in Huntsville and is replenished each month. Likewise the 
postal advances are re'volving funds held by the Editors and 
replenished when actual mailing expenses are known. The 
Convention and NCRC Seminar advances are paid back to the NSS 
each year when the Convention or Seminar closes its books . 

A major part of our assets, over $40,000, is invested in our 
inventory of books and symbolic emblems (T-shirts, belt buckles, 
pins, etc.) we have purchased plus the Speleo Digest and other books 
published by the NSS. Over the past fiscal year the NSS invested 
$27 ,430.41 in new inventory. The gross sales income was $35,705.26. 
Of this $20 ,781.02 represented the retum of our investment into cash 
and the remaining $14,924.24 was reported as net income from 
sales. 

The liabilities items on the Balance Sheet include accounts 
payable (budgeted amounts for the Bulletin and American Caving 
Accidents which had not actually been published by the end of the 
fiscal year) and the mortgage on the Office which was borrowed from 
the Foundation to construct the addition. 

There are several items which constitute part of the Society's real 
worth but which are not shown on this Balance Sheet. The first is the 
real property owned by the NSS: the Headquarters building, Shelta 
Cave and McFail's Cave. The real properties carry a book value 
(cost) of $28,502, but in fact they are worth considerably more in fair 
market value . In addition there is personal property: uninventoried 
publications (back issues of the News and Bulletin , convention 
guidebooks, etc.), the library, cave files , and office equipment. The 
value of this personal property would be difficult to estimate, but we 
did receive over $5 ,000 in income from sales of the uninventoried 
publications last year alone. 

The final sheet of the annual report shows the Fund Balances. 
Donor-restricted funds are those contributions which must be spent 
for the purposes specified by the original donor. The unrestricted 
funds may be allocated by the Board to any NSS program or activity. 
The Contingence Fund is money set aside for use by the Officers to 
meet unexpected expenses arising in the time periods between 
Board meetings. Of the $60,000+ General Funds, two-thirds of it is 
currently invested in the inventory. Advances and working capital 
necessary for smooth operations consume most of the rest, leaving 
only a small amount actually available to cover deficits or for capital 
expenditures. 

Cave Ownership and Management Committee 

The Cave Ownership and Management Committee was created for 
the purposes of studying and making recommendations to the BOG 
on proposals to acquire and manage new cave properties, and to 
oversee and report to the BOG on the management of currently 
owned caves. This committee is also expected to develop a consistent 
and workable long-term program for the ownership and manage
ment of caves in general. Thus, the work of this committee will not 
only apply to the management of NSS-owned caves, but to those 
caves owned by persons outside the Society as well. 

The committee will endeavor to answer any questions on cave 
management and encourages groups or individuals to ask for 
assistance relating to cave management. 

McFail's Cave Committee 

McFail ' s Cave, with five miles of mapped passage, is the largest 
cave northeast of Virginia and West Virginia and it is owned by the 
NSS. An excellent physical description of McFail ' s is found in the 
March and May 1979 issues of the NSS News . Thanks to the efforts 
of NRO work parties and a few dedicated individuals, the cave's 
parking lot and lawn are kept mowed and a registration box gives 
information to the caver as well as records the cavers in the cave. A 
half-mile nature trail with signs takes visitors through the karst area 
between the two entrances. Both entrances are gated and locked, 
and a camping area has been provided. 

Besides the BOG appointed chairman, the committee consists of 
one member from each grotto in the NRO and a local NSS 
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groundskeeper. All access to McFail's is handled by written 
permission through the chairman. Any non-NSS groups must 
petition the BOG for admittance. The committee's functions include 
reviewing any cases where denial of access has been questioned and 
debating special projects , such as the effect that recent pushes in 
exploration might have on the cave's ecology or landowner relations. 
The chairman will only grant permission to qualified cavers who will 
WEAR WET SUITS AND EACH have their own vertical gear. If a 
group wishes to use the new entrance (Hall's Hole ) they must have 
at least one member who is familiar with the old entrance (Ack 's 
Shack) in case of rising water. 

Throughout NSS ownership, research has been conducted in and 
around the McFail ' s Cave Preserve . Currently, the emphasis has 
swung away from geology and towards biology and meteorology . 
The July 1981 issue of the NSS News has an article on the recent bat 
survey conducted in cooperation with the New York State Dept. of 
Environmental Conservation, Endangered Species Unit. There is an 
on-going project to record the air and water temperature and the 
stream height in the cave. 

Exploration in the McFail's system has led to exciting discoveries 
and opened other possibilities. The new entrance, Hall's Hole, was 
first opened in 1978 and it has been most welcome in terms of 
comfort, time savings, and safety and rescue . In 1982 NRO cavers 
improved this entrance by constructing a diversionary canal to 
reroute the waterfall to allow safer caver access. There are four other 
small caves on the Society' s property and numerous sinkholes, so 
exploration opportunities are there. 

The McFail ' s Committee has had excellent relations in the 
community as evidenced by the nearly total lack of litter or 
vandalism on the property. As well, we have assisted the local 
college geology classes in surface tours in a karst area. 

Shelta Cave Committee 

It happens that, hardly by coincidence, the NSS Office at 
Huntsville, Alabama sits atop a cave. Bill Torode, chairman of the 
committee describes his duties thusly: 

" Since I live across the street, it is easy to keep an eye on the 
property to keep out motorcycles and run off kids cutting down trees 
or trying to get into the cave. I walk around the property once a week 
and pick up trash, keep the weeds trimmed down and the outside 
neat; keep the gate repaired, and fix the wooden ladder from time to 
time as the wood rots and has to be replaced. Occasionally, I take 
groups into the cave, both NSS members and non-members." 

But others also contribute their time and efforts to protect the 
cave . Last year, Jim Johnston and other members of Huntsville 
Grotto replaced the old gate on the cave's entrance with one 
designed to facilitate bat movements . 

Shelta Cave is open to NSS members. If you are interested in 
visiting it, contact the NSS Office. 

E SOME MOR.E 
~<UlP .• • I TH INK I COULD 1.1;, 

PltACTlCE ON M,( eRA W LI N ",. 
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(whe" Do Your Dues Go? . 1 
Dues provIde only 70 percent of the unrestrIcted income of the 

NSS. Based on 5600 members, the NSS spent $19.91 per member in 
1982. Dues averaged $13.79 per member. The $6.12 deficit came 
from publication sales ($2.67) , interest earned ($0.55), endowment 
fund (life members) ($0.72), advertising ($1.32) , and other sources 
($0.86). 

NSSNews 
Office Salaries 
NSS Bulletin 
Office Postage 
Office Supplies 
Members Manual 
Computer 
Research Advisory 
Miscellaneous Committees 
Miscellaneous 
Maintenance and Utilities 
American Caving Accidents 
Election 
Convention 
Convention Travel 
Awards 
Library 
Telephone 
McFail's and Shelta Cave 

TOTAL 

6.87 
3.74 
3.12 
1.65 

.92 

.63 

.40 

.38 

.38 

.29 

.28 

.27 

.21 

.20 

.14 

.13 

.12 

.10 

.08 

19.91 

~
NOTE: This does not address the substantial unreported donated 
labor and materials provided by the volunteers who do most of th; I 
work of the Society. J 

Steven D. Aalbers 
E. Calvin Alexander, Jr. 
David R. Allured 
George T. Anderton 
Mary H. Armstrong 
Jay Arnold 
Dave Barber D.C. 
Arthur F. Barker, Jr. 
Wayne R. Barnard 
Stephen R. Betts 
Catherine H . Bishop 
Herbert L. Black 
Robert Blick 
William F . Boehle 
James E . Borleis 
Thomas E . Bowman 
Douglas Lee Bradford 
Thomas M. Broad 
Julian M. Brook 
William A. Brown 
George D. Brunner 
Walter H. Buchman 
Ernest Bullock 
Robert M. Burns 
Lynne H . Carnes 
Trent Meadows Carr 
Robert W. Carroll 
George P . Cesnik 
G. Will Chamberlin 
Marvin C. Childs 
William F . (Buck) Cobb 
David W. Coles 
David H . Collings 
William B. Colvin 
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CONTRIBUTORS 
Sara F .. Corrie 
David G. Cowan 
Sandra A. Cowan 
Thomas R. Cradick 
Miriam G. Cuddington 
William F. Cuddington 
Frank B. Cummings 
Alice Rolfes Curl 
Clark Creston Dailey 
Dave Paul Daily 
Neil Roger Davie 
R. David Decker, Jr . 
James E. Demasters 
Paul C. Dinger, Jr. 
Richard L. Dixon 
Dennis L. Doerfler 
Kevin Downey 
Myron C. Dunlavy, Jr. 
Ronald C. Eisele 
WadeC. Ely 
Michael L. Evans 
Peter S. Febbroriello 
John C. Fisher 
Gwendolyn Foster 
Lee B. Gilman 
Kenneth Goddard 
Katherine R. Goodbar 
Frederick V. H. Grady 
Allen V. Graf 
Stephan M. Gregory 
David H. Gutter 
Thomas J . Hallinan 
James W. Harbinson 
David L. Harrison 

Jerry H. Hassemer 
Ellis Hedlund 
Jay T. Herbein 
Richard L. Hollinger 
Glen H. Horton 
Kenneth W. Huffines 
David W. Hughes 
Michael W. Jacobs 
William S. Jasper, Jr. 
Richard George Johnston 
Todd Jones 
George M Katich 
Theodore O. Kayes, Jr . 
Stephen Kendorski 
Samuel C. Knight 
Ronald W. Kuhnel 
Peter N. Kupferman 
Richard J. Laforge 
Buddy Lane 
Kathleen Ann Lavoie 
Les Lazar 
Bob Livingston 
Daniel S. Luke 
Charles M. Machovec 
G. W. Kirk MacGregor 
Stephen D. Maegerlein 
Raymond G. Mainer 
Craig J. Martin 
Barry W. McCabe 
Angus Craig McDougall 
Michael McGee 
George C. Mcilvaine 
Johnnie L McDowell 
Roger L. McMillan 

John Meenehan 
Emily Davis Mobley 
Timothy Jay Moench 
Edgar A. Moody 
Allen M. Mosler 
Virginia L. Ohori 
John H. Overholt 
Roberta Overholt 
William E. Papke 
Kent H. Parker 
Kevin Phillip Patrie 
Ernest B. Payne, Jr. 
Brian L. Pease 
Richard PetersonO 
Arthur Dino Petrucci 
Claibourne M. Phipps 
Gregory A. Pioppi 
John T. Porter 
John W. Puddy 
Frederic Quattro 
Catherine L. Ramsey 
G. Thomas Rea 
Diane Reddin 
Dennis M. Regan 
Barbara B. Ritts 
William H. Russell 
Patrick Ryan 
Todd H. Sandell 
Dana K. Sanford 
Theodore M. Schad 
Susana Schavey 
D. Richard Sears 
Dr. T. R. Shaw 
Howard A. Shugart 
Louis E. Simpson 
Erwin Sloane 
A. Richard Smith 
Harry C. Sowers 
Randall J . Spahl 
William J . Stephenson 
Paul J . Stevens 
Robert R. Stitt 
Robert J . Straub 
Archer D. Swank 
Lynne M. Swank 
David M. Tauber 
Kathleen K. Taylor 
Earl M. Thierry 
Mary Tucker 
PeterJ. Uhl 
Marion Carrol Vittetoe 
Dr. Harry M. Walker 
Richard Nelson Walter 
Charles D. Ward 
Raymond W. Watkins 
Robert V. Welch 
Richard Thomas Wernham 
Curtis H . Wheeler 
Bryan Bennett Whitehurst 
Florence I. Whitley 
Thomas J. C. Williams, Jr . 
Toni L. Williams 
Richard J . W oHert 
Monte Wood 
James E . Worthington 
David A. Young 
Russell J . Zientara 
John A. Zuryk 
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.. 

Operating Income 

Dues and Subscriptions 
Renewals 
New mllllb,rs 

Sub-total 

Froa NSf Endowment Fund (or l i fe /liMbe rs 

N.t. i nCctllt frem sal as 
Bookstore 
S, lDboli c emblems 
Depree; .Led pub I i cat.ions 
Caving Intormat.ion Series 

6eh~:ON~9p~~1 ications 
Sub-total 

Wi sceilineous 1 nCQflIS 
t~EIS ad revenues 
Member 's Wa nual ads 
Research grant 
Bulletin .page charges 
Int.e rest. 
""tings A seminars 
Royal tllS 
Un rest r icted contribut.ions 
Postage 
Office Su pp l its 
COIlIputtr 
Telephone 
Ellcuti Y8 Y-P 
Recording Sec reta" 

Su\):.t..ot.al 

Transfers (rc;m other funds 
Unallocated surplus 
OUts Maintenance Fund 

Sub-tot.al - Deficit 

TOTAL IIlcowE ANO TRANSfERS 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

DEFICIT 

Operating Expenses 

President. 's Depa rttnent. 
President 
AAAS Represant.ati ve 
Awards 
Bylaws 
Conmerc ial Cave Liaison 
Educational Opport.unities 
Federal AgenCies 
Finance 
Fund Raising 
International Secretary 
8th Internati ona I Congress 
Legal 
Minut.es 1 Arrangements 

~~:~~t~;~ations 
Recording Secret.ary 
Secret.ary to t.he Board 
Yout.h Croup liaison 

President. Tot.al 

Eucut. i va Vice-P res ident.· s Department. 
Carmi t.t.ees 

Encut. i va Vice-President. 
Cave Fi I es 
Consenat.ion 
Eguip'll8nt. 
History of the Society 
Land Owner Relations 
HClC 
Resurch Advisory 

Safet.~ut~~:~ i~u~i tt.ees 

Publ i cat. ions 
Amer i can Caving Accident.s 
Cner Train i ng 
Caving Informat.ion Series 
Wer.\bers Nanua I 
NSS Bul l etin - Basic 

Honora ri um 
NSS News - Basic 

Honorarium 
Special Publ icet.ions 
Spelao Digest. 
Spe leo Di gest. Ba ck Issues 

Sub- t.ot.al - Publi cat.ions 

Eucut i ve Vice-President. Tot.al 

Achinist.rat.ive Vice-Presi dent.'s Oepa r t.ment. 
Conm i t.t.ees 

Admi nist.rati ve Vi ce-P resi dent. 
Audio-Visua l Aids 
Bookst.ore Wanager 
Congress of Crot.t.os 
Int.ernal Organizat ions 
Lib rary 

~:~~rA~~~i VIS 

Program I; Act.ivit. i es 
Convent.ion De f icit. 
Convent. i on Proceedi ngs 
Iot US'1ID 

Sub-total - Commi t.teas 

40th Annhersary C,lebrat. i on 

~~;~{.y 
Sub-tot.a l - 40t.h Ann i versary 

NSS Treasurer's Report 
Fiscal Year 1981-82 

Current. Annual Budget. 
Tobl Budget. Addlt.ions 

63.732 .07 
~ 
n,215 . 14 70,000 

4,050 .00 2,900 

4,258.05 3,000 
1,386.30 2,000 
5,055.89 2,500 
1,281.13 1,000 
1,641. 76 3,000 

J..JQL..lJ.. ~ 
14,924.24 14,000 

7,094 .45 4,800 2,2114 
300.00 0 300 
300.00 0 300 
485.00 0 485 

3,080. 41 6,000 
1.000.00 1,000 

0.00 500 
81.00 400 

1,036.43 0 1,036 
255.65 0 256 

11.95 0 12 
25.00 0 25 

125.00 0 125 
--2LQIl. -----..0. ----2.5. 
13,819.89 12.700 4,858 

0.00 0 1,850 
----..IL..OO. .u25. ~ 

0.00 6,325 4,850 

110,009.27 105,925 9,708 

111,488.89 105,925 9,708 

(-1,479.62) 

Current. Annual Budget. 
Tot.al Budget. Add,t.ions 

0.00 100 
0.00 50 

700.00 800 
0.00 0 
0.00 90 
0.00 0 

14.14 10 
0.00 10 
0.00 50 

221.63 160 
0.00 0 
0.00 50 
0.00 15 

1.198.51 1,200 
0.00 150 

71.65 25 25 
0.00 0 

--.lli!l.J!Il. -2.O.Q 
25 2,355.93 2,910 

327.26 200 125 
0.00 0 

78.98 500 
0.00 0 

. 56 0 
0.00 0 

302.11 400 
2,100 .00 1.800 300 
----..IL..OO. -2.O.Q 
2,808.91 3,100 425 

1.500 .00 0 1,500 
0.00 25 
0.00 0 

5, 139.46 6,000 300 
16 ,485.00 16,000 485 
1,000 .00 1,000 

33,480 .22 28 ,000 5.294 
5.000 .00 5,000 

0.00 0 
0.00 0 
~ -----..0. 
62,604 . 68 56 ,025 7,579 

65,413 .59 59,125 8,004 

207.22 200 
350 .00 0 350 

0.00 0 
0.00 25 

239.89 250 
682 .42 1, 000 
163.26 1,000 
30.00 100 
6.73 15 

752 . 45 900 
0.00 0 
~ ----2.5. 

2,431.97 3,515 350 

167.12 1.000 
.ill..l!!l. ~ 
359.00 1,350 

Office 
Office ),tanager 
Pay roll 
Employee Benefit.s 
Travel 
Office Transport.at. ion 
Insurance 
Iotaint.enance - Labor 

- Suppl ias 
- Repai r 

Of fice Equi F"Ient. 
Canput.ar 
Office Supp l ias 
Post.age 
Ut.i I iti es 
Tel ephone 

Sub- t.otal - Office 

Administ.rat.ive Vice-President. Tot.al 

Secret.a ry-Treasure r' s Department. 
Treasu rer 

~~F: i ~~ ;at:~:nt. 
Shel t.a Cave 

Sec ret.ary-Treasurer Total 

TOTAL EJ(PENSES 

Fund Balances 
Incane 

Donor- rest. r i cted Funds 
Cave Divin9 20.00 10.00 

~~d~~~~tR:T a~ o~~el eolo91' 
0.00 200.00 
0.00 10.00 

library 101.50 29.00 
Wuseum 100.00 
NCRC 301.91 6.00 
Safety .l Techniques 10.35 31.00 
Off ice Addit.ion 91.25 43,280.52 
Culverwell 967.47 
Klein Bequest 5,010.00 
Save the Caves 9,122.n 2,973.97 
Pet.ti bone Ka rst. 0.00 1.151.65 
Conservation Support. ~~ 

Sub- Lot.al 17.232.44 48,299.28 

Unrestricted funds 
Cont.i ngency 1,000.00 
Dues Wa i ntenance 61,989.55 
UnCOOlllit.t.ed 6,018.48 
80-810ef ici t. (-5,890.70) 
81-82 Operat.i ng Budget 0.00 110,009.27 
Ceneral Fund ~ 

Sub-tot.al 63,117.33 

Mortgage on Off i ce 0.00 (-31,000 .00) 

NET WORTH 8O,349.n 

Balance Sheet 

21.44 25 
20,095.36 19 ,800 

848 . 14 1.000 
810.55 700 
139.73 150 
389.00 300 
300.00 450 
242 . 41) 150 

0.00 450 
506 .68 300 

2,247.58 1,500 
3,509.71 3,000 
9,250 .76 8,500 
1,556.20 1,500 
~ ~ 
40,502.57 38,525 

43,293.54 43,390 

0.00 200 
0.00 0 

213.09 200 
.2.l2.J! ~ 
425.83 500 

111,488.89 105,925 

Expenses 

3,033.37 

2, 140.66 
1,000.00 
-1QL.aB. 
6,275.41 

111,488.89 

(-1,091.71) 

Int.erfund 
t.ransfer 

5,9n.47 
~-967 .47l 

(- ,010.00 

------0.00 

(-61 ,989. 55l 
(-6 ,018.48 

5,890.70 
1,479.62 

.&.§3l.ll 
0.00 

Increases Reductions Interfund 
t.ransfers 

Assets 
Cash on hand 

Denver accounts 35 , 783.31 (l~:~~UP Imperial Savings (NO'I) 0.00 22 .301.44 132,194 .46 
Fi rst. Alabama account 95.80 128,533.81 1.000.00 (-127.537. 52l 
Vi salJAast.ercharge 255.12 6,884.30 (-7,101. 96 
Scudeer Fund 0.00 2,446.62 17,193.91 60,440.03 
Ca I Fi rst account 0.00 32,229.72 4,593.46 (-24,590.56) 
Imperial Sav ings Q) 0.00 0.00 10 ,000.00 
Home Federa I account.s ~ ----1.9.aJ!.1 ___ ~ 

Sub-tota I 36 , 134.23 193,195.72 154,981.83 0.00 

Account.s Receivable 1. 764. 71 3,399.61 1. 764. 71 

Pre- paid Expenses 1.285.86 1,780.90 1,285.86 

Advances 
Peoele's Bank account. 2,000. 00 1.000 .00 

::~ Idash 50.73 5.47 
4,500 .00 4,500.00 

Post.age - Adobe 200.00 200.00 
Postage - Arnold 200.00 250.00 

~~8~an~RC ~~f~!; 250.00 
0.00 1,000.00 

1981 Convention 650 .00 650 .00 
1982 Convention ~ .2...QQl!...QQ. 

Sub- total 7,850.73 4,250.00 5,355.47 

Inventory and pub I ishi ng adva nces 
Bookstore B. 880.54 4,944.61 7,437.26 
Symbolic emblems 1,573.20 5,494.55 4,657.55 

gr~!~N~9~~~1 icat. ions 
19,886 .67 5,047.84 4,274 .46 
~ .l.l..lli...4.l ~ 

Tot.al i nventory 33,813.91 27 ,430.41 20.781.02 

Tot.al asset.s 80,849.44 

Liabil ities 
Account.s payable 499.67 5,843. 17 499.67 
Wortg8ge owed to NSF 0.00 31,000.00 1,091.71 

NET fORTH 80,349. n 

12 
256 

1,036 

----2.5. 
1.329 

1.679 

9,708 

30 ~g8~1. 

30.00 
200 .00 
10.00 

130.50 
100 .00 
307.91 
41.35 

46,315 .87 
0.00 
0.00 

9,956 .08 
151.65 
~ 
59,256.31 

1,000.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

.&.§3l.ll 
61.637.71 

(-29 ,908.29) 

90,985.73 

30 ~~~I, 

0.00 
4,680.30 

92.09 
37.46 

45,692.74 
3,045.70 

10 , 000.00 
.lU2Ul,l 
74,348.12 

3,399.61 

1.780.90 

3,000.00 
45.26 
0.00 
0.00 

450.00 
250.00 

1, 000.00 
0.00 

-2.J1IlllJl.Il. 
6.745.26 

6,387.89 
2,410.20 

20,660.05 
.lUQU6. 
41),483.30 

126,737.19 

5,843.17 
29,908.29 

90,985.73 
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Constitution of The National Speleological Society 
I. The name of this organization shall be the National Speleological 
Society. 

II. The purpose ofthis Society shall be to promote interest in and to 
advance in any and all ways the study and science of speleology, the 
protection of caves and their natural contents, and to promote 
fellowship among those interested therein. 
m. The government of this Society shall be by a Board of 
Governors which shall have full power to conduct and supervise all 
business of the Society, draft and adopt Bylaws of the Society, make 
changes therein, appoint officers for the Society, and perform all 
other functions incident to the proper conduct of the Society. 

IV. The life of the Society shall be perpetual or until terminated by 
a majority vote of the membership upon recommendation of the 
Board of Governors. 

V. Membership in this Society shall be open to any persons who 
are interested in speleology and have complied with conditions of 
membership set forth in the Bylaws. 

VI. Charter members of this Society shall be all members of the 
Speleological Society of the District of Columbia as of January 1, 
1941, and all members of any other society, whose main purpose is 
the study of speleology or exploration of caves, which gives notice in 
writing to the Board of Governors of the Speleological Society of the 
District of Columbia prior to January 1, 1941 , that its membership 
desires to be included in this organization. 

VII. The first Board of Governors shall be composed of the 
members of the Board of Governors of the Speleological Society of 
the District of Columbia, together with the officers of any other 
organization complying with the provisions of Article VI of this 
Constitution. 

vrn. Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed by either 
the Board of Governors or by petition of five percent of the regular or 
higher membership of the Society. Proposed amendments will be 
mailed to all regular or higher members of the Society. Amendments 
will be adopted by a two-thirds favorable vote of all ballots returned 
within ninety days of the mailing. 

IX. The organization of this Society shall be under Title 5, Chapter 
5, of the code of the District of Columbia, and shall become effective 
as of January 1, 1941. 

I. MEMBERSHIP - DUES 

A. Applications for membership shall be in writing and shall be 
accompanied by dues for one year or Life Membership payment. A 
statement that the applicant supports the goals of the Society and its 
conservation policies must be signed by the applicant. 

B. (1) The classes of members are as described in this section. 
Persons under seventeen years of age may only be associate, 
family-associate, honorary, or outstanding-service.members. 

(2) except where otherwise provided below, dues are set by the 
Board of Governors. A change in dues may be approved only at a 
subsequent meeting at least thirty days later than the Board meeting 
at which it is moved. The only amendments to a motion for a change 
in dues that may be accepted at the subsequent meeting will be 
those which would reduce any proposed increases or which would 
delay the effective date of the change. 

(3) Honorary members are individuals to whom membership is 
awarded by the Board of Governors for outstanding contributions to 
the field of speleology. Only one honorary membership may be 
awarded each year. Honorary members have the same privileges as 
life members. 

(4) Outstanding-service members are individuals to whom mem
bership is awarded by the Board of Governors for outstanding 
service to speleology and the Society. Only one outstanding-service 
membership may be awarded each year. Outstanding-service 
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members have the same privileges as life members. 

(5) A fee for life membership shall be established by the Board of 
Governors. A person may become a life member by paying this 
amount . An eligible person may become a family-life member by 
payment of one-half of this amount. In addition, members may 
establish a life membership account by making a payment toward 
life membership of at least one-tenth of the current fee or by 
becoming a sustaining or family-sustaining member. Sustaining or 
family-sustaining membership establishes a total required payment 
for the account that is equal to the life-membership fee at the time 
the person became a sustaining or family-sustaining member, 
provided that there has been no subsequent lapse of two years or 
longer in the member 's status as a sustaining or family-sustaining 
member. Otherwise, the total required payment is always equal to 
the current life-membership fee . Additions to an account may be 
made through sustaining or family-sustaining dues or other 
payments to the Society for this purpose. A member seventeen years 
of age or older whose account reaches the total required payment 
becomes a life member ; an eligible member may elect to become a 
family-life member when his or her account reaches one-half its total 
required payment. A life-membership account is not refundable. 
Money in such accounts shall be placed in the Endowment Fund. 

(6) A life member is an individual who is exempt from payment of 
dues and has all the privileges of a regular member. Any surviving 
spouse of an honorary, outstanding service, or life member is 
entitled to and shall be offered life membership status. 

(7) A family-life member is married to an outstanding-service, 
honorary, or life member. In the event of the death ofthe spouse, the 
family-life member will become a life member. In the event that a 
family-life member is divorced from the spouse, the family-life 
member's life membership account will be credited with the amount 
necessary to bring it to one-half the current life-membership fee, 
unless it already exceeds that amount, and the required total 
payment will be set to the current life-membership fee. The divorced 
family-life member's class shall become regular with dues expiration 
in two months . A family-life member may make additional payments 
toward life membership into his or her life membership account at 
any time. Family-life members do not receive publications , but 
otherwise have all the privileges of regular members . 

(8) A sustaining member is an individual who pays dues that are 
regular member dues plus , for each year, one-tenth the current 
life-membership fee. Eleven-tenths of the amount paid in excess of 
regular dues will be credited to the member 's life-membership 
account. Sustaining members have all the privileges of regular 
members. 

(9) A family-sustaining member is married to an outstanding
service, honorary, life or sustaining member. Dues of a 
fam.ily-sustaining member are current family-regular dues plus, for 
each year, one-twentieth of the current life-membership fee. 
Eleven-tenths of the amount in excess of the current family-regular 
dues is credited toward the life-membership account of the 
family-sustaining member. If a family-sustaining member's spouse 
should die while a sustaining member, any excess in the spouse's 
life-membership account over the amount in the surviving member 's 
account will be credited to the survivor's account, and, if the total in 
the account does not entitle the surviving member to life 
membership, the survivor's membership class shall become regular 
for the remainder of his or her dues year. If the spouse should die an 
outstanding-service, honorary , or life member, the surviving 
member will become a life member. Family-sustaining members do 
not receive publications but otherwise have all the privileges of 
sustaining members. 

(10) Regular members are individuals at least seventeen years of 
age who have all privileges of Society membership, including the 
rights to vote, serve on the Board of Governors or as committee 
chairmen, receive current issues of the News and Bulletin, and have 
access to the Society's records and data. 

(11) Associate members are under seventeen years of age, or 



full-time students, or non-U.S. citizens who reside outside the 
United States. They have all the privileges of Society membership 
except the rights to vote and serve on the Board of Governors or as 
committee chairmen. 

(12) Family-regular and family-associate members are members 
that are in the immediate family of and reside at the same address as 
a member, other than a family member, of the Society. These 
members do not receive publications, but otherwise have all the 
privileges of regular or associate members, respectively. When their 
memberships depend on dues-paying members of the Society, their 
dues will expire at the same time. 

(12) (a) A family-regular member must be at least seventeen 
years old, and his or her membership must not depend on an 
associate member. 

(b) A family-associate member is under seventeen years of 
age, or his or he r membership depends on an associate member of 
the Society. In addition, fu Ll -time students and non-U.S. citizens 
living outside the United States may be family-associate members if 
they wish. 

(1 3) Instit utional members are organizations or corporations, but 
not individuals, that have all the privileges of regular members 
except the right to serve on the Board of Governors or as committee 
chairmen. 

C. A serial number will be assigned to each member at the time of 
admission to the Society . Upon granting a request for reinstatement 
of a form er member his original membership number will be 
reinstated. 

D. Organ izations that have purposes similar to those of the Society 
may become affiliated with the Society by action of the Board of 
Governors on the recommendation of the President, who shall be 
guided by the ' 'Society Affiliation Policy." 

E. Fellows are individual members of the Society that have been so 
designated by the Board of Governors for service in the field of 
speleology, whether scientific , exploratory, or administrative. 
Ordinarily, no more than fifteen members shall be made fellows each 
year. The number of fellows shall not exceed twenty percent of the 
total Society membership. 

F. Participating members, contributing members, and benefactors 
are members that contribute, along with their dues, additional 
money to the Society, and non-dues-paying members that make such 
contributions at any time. The designations are for a period of one 
year. The amounts for each designation shall be set by the Board of 
Governors. 

ll . AWARDS - GRANTS 

A. The Board of Governors, or an officer or committee to whom the 
Board has delegated the responsibil ity, may select recipie'nts for 
awards and grants as specified in the Directives . 

B. An award is defined as a tangible or intangible recognition and 
appreciation for past actions of the recipient. A grant is defined as an 
amount of money given to a recipient to assist future actions and may 
have its use res tricted by the Board of Governors as specified in the 
Directives. 

III. ASSESSMENTS - GIFTS 

A. No special assessment may be made against the members of the 
Society . Voluntary contributions may be solicited by the Board of 
Governors for specific purposes . A charge may be made for the 
Society 's special publications and extra copies of regular 
publications , and fees may be coLlected for use of the Society ' s 
property when approved by the Board of Governors. 

B. Gifts and bequests may be made to the Society in any form or 
amount and for any use compatible with the purposes of the Society. 
The Society may transfer such gifts and bequests , or any other of its 
fund s or property, to the National Speleological Foundation to be 
administe red for the benefit of the Society. 

C. A charge may be made to non-members for: 
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(1) Attendance at Society-sponsored activities and meetings ; 

(2) Use of the Society 's equipment and library ; 

(3) Copies of publications , maps and other data ; and 

(4) Inclusion of non-members on the Society's mailing list . 

IV. BOARD OF GOVERNORS - OFFICERS - DIRECTORS 

A. The Board of Governors shall consist of twelve directors plus the 
officers. 

(1) (a) The directors shall serve for three years, four being 
elected each year to take office at the start of the first Board meeting 
following May of that year. A tie for fourth place shall be broken by 
an immediate mail ballot of those current officers and directors who 
are not tied for fourth place. 

(b) In the event that one or more vacancies develop, the Board 
may appoint interim directors. Their terms shall run until a 
successor to each vacancy can be elected through the normal 
elections process as described below and such successors take office. 
The elected successor then serves the remainder of the fu ll term. 

(c) The number of votes cast for each candidate shall 
determine which are elected for three year terms and which for 
shorter terms to fill vacancies. In the event of ties for the shorter 
terms, such shall be broken by an immediate mail ballot of current 
officers and directors, excluding any under interim appointment or 
any tied for fourth place. 

(d) The Board shall have the power to remove any Board 
member who fails to attend two meetings in one calendar year 
without sending a proxy or who attends no meetings in person for an 
entire calendar year. 

(2) (a) Candidates for director shall be selected from among 
eligible Society members by a nominating committee of at least three 
members , appointed annually by the President and approved by the 
Board. Any eligible member may be nominated by a petition signed 
by twenty-five voting members. The ballot shall have provision for 
write-in votes . 

(b) The deadline for receiving ballots shall be no later than 
thirty days before the elected directors will take office. Ballots shall 
be mailed to voting members at least thirty days, if by first-class 
mail, or forty-five days, otherwise, before the deadline for receiving 
ballots. 

(c) An announcement shall be published in the NSS News, or 
otherwise distributed to all voting members, at least forty-five days 
before the deadline for receipt of nominating petitions. The 
announcement shall identify the nominating committee, state the 
number of positions to be filled and the term of office of each , solicit 
suggestions for candidates, state the procedure and deadline for 
petitions , and list candidates who have already consented to run . 

(3) Officers of the Society shall be President, Executive-Vice 
President , Administrative Vice-President, and Secretary-Treasurer . 

(a) At the meeting of the Board of Governors prior to the 
annual meeting, the directors shall convene and elect a 
President-Elect, who shall become President of the Society at the 
close of the subsequent opening session of the annual meeting of the 
Board of Governors. The term of office of the President is from the 
close of one opening session of an annual meeting to the close of the 
next such or until a successor is elected and installed. The 
Presid~nt-Elect is not an officer of the Society and has no formal 
authonty or responsibilities by virtue of holding that position. In the 
even~ a retiring president is elected a director in the same year , the 
PreSident-Elect shall serve as a director at the opening session of the 
annual meeting of the Board of Governors in place of the retiring 
President. 

(b) The vice-presidents of the Society shall be e lected at an 
organizational mee~ing of the Directors of the Society , convened for 
that ~urpose foll~wmg the close of the opening session of the annual 
meetmg, but pnor to any subsequent session or meeting of the 
Board of Governors . The term of office of vice-presidents shall be 
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from one such organizational meeting to the next or until their 
successors are elected and installed. 

(c) At a meeting of the Board of Governors prior to the close of 
the fiscal year, the directors shall convene and elect the 
Secretary-Treasurer . The term of office of the Secretary-Treasurer 
shall run from the beginning of the fiscal year to its close or until a 
successor has been elected and installed. 

(d) The Nominating Committee shall solicit nominations for 
President-Elect, vice-presidents, and Secretary-Treasurer by insert
ing suitable notice in the NSS News sufficiently in advance of the 
relevant election meeting(s) in order that a list of nominees can be 
circulated to the Board at least thirty days in advance of the election. 
Additional nominations may be made at election meetings of the 
directors. Consent of the nominees must be obtained in advance in 
all cases. 

(e) The duties of the officers shall be those usually associated 
with the respective offices and such additional responsibilities as 
may be designated by the Board of Governors. 

B. No member may serve simultaneously as a director and as an 
officer of the Society. No officer of the National Society shall 
simultaneously serve as an officer of a grotto or regional association. 

C. The directors shall have the power to remove officers, establish 
additional officers as needed, and fill vacancies in office which may 
occur. 

D. The directors shall select a chairman from among themselves to 
call and conduct a meeting for the purpose of acting pursuant to 
Section IV-A-(3)(b) or Section IV-C above. The President shall 
preside at all other meetings of the Board. 

E. Board of Governors Meetings . 

(1) The Board of Governors may be convened by action of the 
board, by the President, or by petition of at least one third of the 
Board members. The President of the Society, or in his absence, the 
vice-presidents in order of cumulative seniority in office, shall 
preside at meetings of the Board of Governors and shall have the 
power of voting in case of a tie. One third of the directors and two 
officers shall constitute a quorum at meetings of the Board of 
Governors. 

(2) There shall be an annual meet.ing of t.he Board of Governors at 
each annual convention, which shall be divided into an opening 
session on the first day of the convention, an adjourned session near 
the end of the convention, and such special sessions as shall be 
called by the President with due notice. 

F. Directors and officers must be forwarded notice at least two 
weeks in advance of meetings of the Board of Governors. 

G. Any member of the Board, except the President, may appoint a 
qualified member of the Society as a proxy to act for him at a 
designated meeting as defined in Section IV-A, D, and E. The proxy 
may act at one meeting for only one director or officer. The presiding 
officer must be notified of such proxy appointment prior to the 
meeting, or the proxy should file written authorization from his 
principal at the time of the meeting. Authorization should state 
whether or not discretionary voting powers have been given to the 
proxy . 

H. An officer does not have the right to appoint a substitute for his 
office . 

1. Committee chairmen may attend each meeting of the Board of 
Governors and have the privilege of speaking on matters relevant to 
the committee's function but shall have no vote. 

J. An internal organization of the Society shall have the right of 
sending a representative to a meeting of the Board of Governors for 
the purpose of presenting or discussing matters relating to said 
internal organization, but shall have no vote. 

K. Any member of the Society may attend meetings of the Board of 
Governors and may be granted the privilege of the floor at the 
discretion of the presiding officer, but shall have no power to vote. 
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L. Robert's Rules of Order, as Revised , shall govern all procedural 
questions arising at meetings of the Board of Governors. 

M. Each action approved by the Board of Governors which serves 
to establish new policies, to revise the governing body, or to 
establish new administrative procedures will be designated as an 
.. Act." The President shall see that a record is kept of all acts , that 
they are consecutively numbered in chronological order, and that 
new acts are reported in the NSS News. 

V. CONVENTIONS - GROTTOS CONGRESS - SPECIAL 
MEETINGS 

A. An annual convention shall be held at a place and time approved 
by the Board of Governors. A notice of the annual convention shall 
be forwarded to all members at least one month in advance of the 
date thereof. 

B. There shall be a congress held at least once a year for the 
purpose of affording the membership an opportunity to present their 
views on all problems relative to the operation of the Society . 

(1) The Congress shall provide for representation of both internal 
organizations and individual members and shall be conducted in 
such a manner pre sci bed by the Board of Governors until formal 
rules for governing are adopted by the Congress itself. (Such rules 
were adopted in 1969.) 

(2) The Congress shall have the power to pass resolutions; which 
resolutions must be considered by the Board of Governors at its next 
regular meeting. 

(3) The Congress may be convened at the annual convention or at 
such other time as designated by the Chairman of the Congress . 

C. Special meetings of the Society may be called at such time and 
places as approved by the Board of Governors . The entire 
membership shall be sent notices as to the date, place, and purpose 
of any such meetings at least two weeks in advance thereof. 

VI. PERMANENT COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS 

A. Permanent committees and commissions shall be established to 
accomplish the work of the society. The duties of each committee and 
commission shall be to study, promote interest in, and work toward 
the advancement of all matters pertaining to its field of activity. Any 
questions of conflicting jurisdiction of committees or commissions 
shall be resolved by the President. For administrative purposes the 
Board of Governors will divide the permanent committees and the 
permanent commissions into groups and will designate an officer of 
the Society to supervise the activities of each group . 

B. The chairmen of the permanent committees shall be appointed 
by the President with the approval of the Board of Governors. Each 
chairman shall promote the activities of the committee and select the 
personnel unless otherwise directed by the Board of Governors . A 
chairman may appoint subcommittees to accomplish the work of the 
committee. 

C. The chairmen and members of permanent commissions shall be 
appointed by the President with the approval of the Board of 
Governors. Commissions may appoint committees to accomplish the 
work of the commission . 

D. Other temporary committees or commissions may be appointed 
by the President as needed . 

VII. INTERNAL ORGANIZATIONS 

A. Internal organizations are groups which have been chartered by 
the Society to further promote the purposes of the Society. The 
privileges and responsibilities of internal organizations, as well as 
the criteria by which they are chartered, shall be as set forth in the 
"Policy for Internal Organizations," as approved by the Board of 
Governors . 

B. A chapter (Grotto, Student Grotto) is an internal organization 
made up of individuals who reside in the same general locality . 

C. A Regional Association (Region) is an internal organization 
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made up of individuals and organizations in a general geographic 
area. 

D. A Speleological Survey (Survey) is an internal organization 
made up of individuals and organizations engaged in gathering 
speleological data in a general geographic area. 

E . A Special Section (Section) is an internal organization made up 
of individuals involved in a common study or interest related to 
speleology . 

F. A Conservancy is an internal organization made up of 
individuals and organizations dedicated to facilitating the acquisi
tion, lease or management of cave and karst properties in a general 
geographic area by themselves or with other conservation 
organizations . 

VITI . PROPERTIES 

A. The Society may acquire real and personal property, including 
equipment , literature, and other materials for use by and on behalf 
of the membership. 

B. The Society may act as an agent on behalf of any member in the 
transfer of right affecting photographs, literary compositions, and 
other speleological material under conditions approved by the Board 
of Governors. 

IX. PUBLICATIONS 

A. The Society will issue and distribute regular publications 
consisting of a Bulletin and News and is empowered to issue and 
distribute special publications subject to regulations governing the 
subject matter, publication dates, sales, and distribution as 
prescribed by the Board of Governors. 

B. Copies of publications issued by the internal organizations will 
be made available to members of the Society upon payment of the 
requisite subscription fees, and additional copies will be distributed 
as prescribed in the " Policy for Internal Organizations ." 

OFFICERS Administrative Vice-President 
Joe Domnanovich 
4942 Nottingham Lane 
Birmingham, AL 35223 

Honorary President (home) 205-967-9783 
William J. Stephenson (work) 205-823-7480 
325 Kent Drive 
Cocoa Beach , FL 32931 
(home) 305-784-2078 DIRECTORS 
President 
Robert R. Stitt 
1417 9th Avenue West Bob Addis 1982-85 
Seattle , WA98119 Rt. 4, Box 60 
(home) 206-283-2283 Parkersburg, WV 26101 
(work) 206-655-2855 

Evelyn Bradshaw 1981-84 
Secretary-Treasurer 1732 Byron Street 
David Irving Alexandria, VA 22303 
3065 Boundary Street (home) 703-765-0669 
San Diego, CA 92104 (work) 202-547-4343 
(home) f«-284-0148 

1980-83 (., 1,/ Rane L. Curl 
Executive Vice-President Dept. of Chem. Eng. 
Paul Stevens Univ. Of Michigan 
5964 Seabright Road Ann Arbor , MI48109 
Springfield , VA 22152 (home) 313-995-2678 
(home) 703-451-7663 (work) 313-764-3489 
(work) 202-692-8045 
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X. LIBRARY 

A. The Society will maintain a library of speleological subjects and 
topics for use of members including technical publications, 
textbooks, charts, maps photographs, prints, reprints, transpar
encies, periodicals, both domestic and foreign. 

XXI. EXPULSION OF MEMBERS 

A. Members may be dropped or expelled from the Society for the 
following reasons: 

(1) Non-payment of dues. 

(2) wilful misuse ofthe Society'S property. 

(3) wilful disregard of his own or the safety of others on Society- or 
grotto-sponsored trips 

(4) conduct detrimental to the Society. 

B. Any member subject to expulsion may demand and will be 
granted a personal hearing before the Board of Governors. 

Xll. AMENDMENT OF THE BYLAWS 

A. These bylaws may be amended only by: 

(1) Unanimous approval of those present at a Board of Governors 
meeting at which three quarters of the Board members or their 
personally appointed proxies are present; or 

(2) Presenting the proposed amendments in writing to the Board of 
Governors at least one meeting prior to their consideration, or by 
mail to each member of the Board at least one month prior to their 
consideration, and approval of two thirds of the Board members or 
their personally appointed proxies present at the next Board 
meeting. Under the above two procedures only minor changes of 
language from that presented may be allowed at the time of 
adoption. 

As amended through July, 1982 

Mike Dyas 1980-83 Doug Medville 1982-85 
6009 Backlick Road 11762 Indian Ridge Road 
Springfield, VA 22150 Reston , Va 22091 
(home) 703-455-7451 (home) 703-860-0134 
(work) 202-694-2503 

William Mixon 1981-84 
Chuck Hempel 1982-85 7413 Grover Avenue 
Rd. 1, Box 371 Austin, TX 78757 
Dilliner , PA 15237 (home) 512-454-8505 
(home) 412-943-3278 
(work) 304-296-2377 Emily Davis Mobley 1980-83 

Box 333 
Bob Liebman 1982-85 Wilbraham, MA 01095 
P.O. Box 1 (home) 413-596-9516 
Sinksgrove, WV 24976 
(home) 304-445-7337 Tom Rea 1981-84 (work) 304-772-5049 2455 Northern Drive 

Plainfield , IN 46168 
Barry F. Beck 1981-84 (home) 317-839-2100 
1305 Elm Avenue (work) 317-265-8447 
Americus, GA 31709 
(home) 912-924-1091 

Hazel Medville 1980-83 

11762 Indian Ridge Road 
Reston, VA 22091 
(home) 703-860-0134 
(work) 202-842-7700 (T-Th) 
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Department of the 

President 

AAAS Rep.-Biology 
Bro. Nicholas Sullivan 
7018 Boyer Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19119 
(home) 215-248-2434 
(work) 212-548-1400 X368 

AAAS Rep.-Geology 
Arthur N. Palmer 
Dept. of Earth Science 

. State Univ. of New York 
Oneonta, NY 12380 
(home)607-432-6024 
(work) 607-431-3707 

Ad Hoc Committees 

Computer For NSS 
Carol Tiderman 
7600 Pindell School Road 
Fulton, M 020759 

Conservation Brochures 
Ken Hall 
Diamond Crystal Cave 
RR 8, Box 364 
Rapid City, SO 57701 

Membership Task Force 
Elaine Hackerman 
Rt. 8, Box 86A 
Clarksville, TN 37040 

NSS Affiliation Policy 
Evelyn Bradshaw 
1732 Byron Street 
Alexandria, VA 22303 
(home) 703-765-0669 
(work) 202-547-4343 

NSS-NSF Relationships 
Jim Harbison 
30 East End Avenue 
New York, NY 10028 

NSS Bulletin Advisory Board 
Rane Curl 
Dept. of Chemical Eng. 
Univ. of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, MI48109 
(home) 313-995-2678 
(work) 313-764-3489 

Office Addition 
Janet McCormick 
8028 Fenway Road 
Bethesda, M 0 20817 
(home) 301-365-3180 

Pettibone Karst 
Alan Plante 
8 Highlands Avenue 
Adams, MA 01220 
(home) 413-743-3689 

Referendum 
Ed Ricketts 
P.O. Box 55156 
Oxon Hill, MD20744 
(home) 301-839-7150 

Spelunking Hall of Fame 
Bob Liebman 
P.O. Box 1 
Sinksgrove, WV 24976 
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(home) 304-445-7337 
(work) 304-772-5049 

Trout Rock Caves 
Fred Grady 
Apt. 123 
1201 South Scott Street 
Arlington, VA 22204 
(home) 703-521-0238 

Awards Committee 
Charlie Larson 
13402 N.E. Clark Road 
Vancouver, WA 98665 

BOG Arrangements Committee 
Bob Liebman 
P.O. Box 1 
Sinksgrove , WV 24976 
(home) 304-445-7337 
(work) 304-772-5049 

By Laws Committee 
Evelyn Bradshaw 
1732 Byron Street 
Alexandria, VA 22303 
(home) 703-765-0669 

Cave Vandalism Reward Review 
Commission 

Tom Rea 
2455 Northern Drive 
Plainfield, IN 46168 
(home) 317-839-2100 
(work) 317-265-8447 

Educational Opportunities Committee 
George Pshaney, Jr. 
220 Prospect St., Apt. C2G 
East Orange, NJ 07017 
(home) 201-673-2065 

Federal Agencies Liaison Committee 
D. Richard Sears 
163 Victoria Court 
Grand Forks , NO 58201 
(home) 701-746-1 014(preferred) 
(work) 701-795-8138 

Finance Commission 
S. Ray Beach 
488 Oak Court 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
(home) 415-324-2908 
(work) 408-743-2586 

Fund Raising Committee 
Bob Addis 
Rt. 4, Box 60 
Parkersburg, WV 26101 

International Secretary 
Thomas Lera 
P.O. Box 1051 
Desoto, TX 75115 
(home) 214-224-5487 
(work) 214-767-2624 

Legal Committee 
James W. Harbison , Jr. 
30 East End Avenue 
New York, NY 10028 

Nominating Committee 
Bob Gulden 
922 Autumn Valley Lane 
Gambrills, MD 21054 
(home) 301-569-7882 
(work) 301-621-9365 

Public Relations Committee 
Jay Jorden 
6222 Kenwood Avenue 
Dallas, TX 75214 

Recording Secretary 
Lee Stevens 
5964 Seabright Road 
Springfield, VA 22152 
(home) 703-451-7663 
(work) 202-695-1155 

Secretary to the Board 
Jim Craig 
9303 Golf View Drive 
Indianapolis, IN 46234 
(home) 317-852-4523 
(work) 317-852-7145 

Show Caves liaison Committee 
Bob Liebman 
P.O. Box 1 
Sinksgrove, WV 24976 
(home) 304-445-7337 
(work) 304-772-5049 

Youth Groups Liaison Committee 
Catherine Bishop 
Rt. 7, Wash Road 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
(home) 502-223-5083 

Land Owner Relations Committee 
Dave Goldman 
c/o Snyders General Store 
Asbury , WV 24916 

Members Manual Committee 
Lynne and Mike Sims 
505 Roosevel t Street 
Oregon City, OR 97045 
(home) 503-655-6609 

National Cave Rescue Coordinator 
Tom Vines 
4757 Chevy Chase Dr. #112 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

NSS Bulletin Editor 
James Hedges 
Star Route 2, Box 103 
Big Cove Tannery, PA 17212 
(home) 717-294-3033 

NSS News Editor 
Jay Arnold 
1058 Irving Avenue 
Glendale , CA 91201 
(home) 213-247-7302 

Research Advisory Committee 
John W. Hess 
Desert Research Institute 
1500 E. Tropicana Avenue 
Suite 201 

D t t f th Las Vegas, NV 89109 
ep~ m~n o.e (work) 702-798-8882 

ExecutIve VIce·PresIdent 

American Caving Accidents Editor 
Steve Knutson 
505 Roosevelt Street 
Oregon City, OR 97045 
(home) 503-655-6609 

Cave Files Committee 
Richard Blenz 
8070 West Eller Road 
Bloomington, IN 47401 
(home) 812-825-2345 
(work) 812-337-0495 

Caver Training Committee 
Jerry Hassemer 
10605 West 9th Place 
Lakewood , CO 80215 
(home) 303-232-7994 
(work) 303-234-2710 

Caving Information Series 
Tom Kaye 
4921 Seminary Road, Apt. 1510 
Alexandria, VA 22311 
(home) 703-379-8794 
(work) 703-557-7570 

Conservation Committee 
Vacant 

Equipment Committee 
Roswell Jones 
1051 Roosevelt Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
(home) 412-364-9207 

History of the Society Committee 
Janet Pickens McCormick 
8028 Fenway Road 
Bethesda, M 0 20034 
(home) 301-365-3180 
(work) 202-797-6270 

Safety & Techniques Committee 
Allen Padgett 
Route 3, Box 158 
Cleveland , GA 30528 
(home) 404-865-5390 
(work) 404-532-5303 (emergency only) 

Special Publications Committee 
Linda Starr 
1307 Bonita Circle SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87105 
(home) 505-873-2703 

Speleo Digest Committee 
Chuck Hempel 
RD . 1, Box 371 
Dilliner, PA 15237 
(home) 412-943-3278 
(work) 304-296-2377 

Speleo Digest Back Issues Committee 
Will iam Mixon 
7413 Grover Avenue 
Austin , TX 78757 
(home) 512-454-8505 

Conservation 
Subcommittees 

Cave Management Plans/Environmental 
Impact Statements 
Vacant 

Conservation Legislation 
Summer Miller 
352 Killea Street 
Fort Wayne , IN 46807 

Conservation Photo 
Lang Fields 
6003 Bangor Drive 
Alexandria , VA 22303 
(home) 703-768-6011 
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Bats 
Eric Spears 
1609 S E 21 st Street 
Mineral Wells, TX 76067 

Conservation Publicity 

Box 75-A, Route 1 
Grand Valley, CO 81635 

National Cave Rescue 
Commission 

[Underground Wilderness] National Coordinator 
Sharon Kautto T om Vi nes 
1732 9th Street 4757 Chevy Chase Dr. #112 
Pomona, CA 91766 Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

Conservat ion Task Forces Northeast Region 

Cumberland Plateau 
Joe Domnanovlch 
4949 Nottingham Lane 
Birmingham, AL 35223 

Endangered Cave Fauna 
John E. Cooper 
North Carolina State Museum of 
Natural History 
P.O. Box 27647 
Raleigh , NC 27611 

Germany Valley 
Barry Chute 
Old Columbia Pike 
Burtonsville, MD 20730 
(home) 301-421-9372 

Klamath Mountains 
Mike Sims 
505 Roosevelt Street 
Oregon City, OR 97045 

Lost River 
Robert Armstrong 
3101 N. Washington Blvd. 
Indianapolis, IN 46205 

Mammoth Cave System 
Beth Estes 
466 Moss Drive 
Lexington, KY 40505 
(home) 606-299-2787 

Minerai King 
Len Gaska 
1732 9th Street 
Pomona, CA 91766 

Mount SI. Helens 
Dr. William R. Halliday 
1117 36th Avenue E 
Seattle , WA 98112 

Peacock Springs 
Sheck Exley 
10259 Crystal Springs Road 
Jacksonville, FL 32221 

Pettibone Karst 
AI Plante (Sundance) 
8 Hig hland Avenue 
Adams , M A 01220 
(home) 413-743-3689 

Sierra Caves 
Len Gaska 
1732 9th Street 
Pomona, CA 91766 

Trout Rock Caves 
Ray Garton 
Box 200 
Barrackville , WV 26559 

White River Plateau 
Blane Colton 

32 

Warren Hall 
101 C. Edgewater Park 
Bronx, NY 10465 
(home) 212-828-7550 

Eastern Region 
John C. Hempel 
RD. 1, Box 371 
Dilliner, PA 15327 
(home) 412-943-3278 
(work) 304-296-2377 

Southeastern Region 
Steve Hudson 
893 Cedar Creek North 
Marietta, GA 30067 
(home) 404-952-3568 
(work) 404-266-0130 
404-638-2181 (some weekends) 

Northwestern Region 
Rick Rigg 
169 25th Street 
Idaho Falls , I D 83401 
(home) 208-524-5688 

Western Region 
Ken Laidlaw 
890 Wildcat Canyon Road 
Berkeley, CA 94708 

Southwestern Region 
Ron Kerbo 
3225 National Parks Highway 
Carlsbad , N M 88220 
(home) 505-785-2252 
(work) 505-785-2233 

Central Region 
Don Paquette 
835 Hickory Drive 
Bloomington, IN 47401 
(home) 812-332-4219 
(work) 812-339-2281 ext 527 

Medical Officer 
John Zumrick, M.D. 
120 Rusty Gams Drive 
Panama City Beach, FL 32407 
(home) 904-234-6002 
(work) 904-234-43510 

Diving Officer 
Tom Cook 
378 Webster Street 
Manchester, VT 03104 
(home) 603-668-8573 

Projects 

Below Idaho: The Finite Wilderness 
G. T. Jerry Thornton 
P.O. Box 752 
Boise, I D 83701 

Bermuda Caves Project 
Thomas M. lIifte 

Bermuda Biological Station 
SI. George's West 1-15 
Bermuda 

Caves and Karst Hydrology of the Lower 
Glen Rose Formation, Kendall and Comal 
Counties, Texas 
Scott Harden 
8019 Riata Drive 
San AntoniO, TX 

Crystal Cave Dynamics Project 
Don Denbo 
903 NW Oak 
Corvallis, OR 97330 

Huautla Project 
1505 Kirkwood Road 
Austin , TX 78722 

Kingston Saltpeter Cave Research 
Project 
James Henry 
461 Morrow Road 
Forest Park, GA 30050 

McFalls Cave Cinematography Project 
Kevin Downey 
45 Olive Street 
Northhampton, MA 01060 

Oregon Caves Research Project 
Steve Knutson 
505 Roosevelt Street 
Oregon City, OR 97045 

Organ Cave System Project 
Paul Stevens 
5964 Seabright Road 
Springfield , VA 22152 

Stratigraphic Distribution of Caves in 
Northern Arkansas 
Albert Ogden 
Edwards Aquifer Data Center 
SWTexas State University 
San Marcos, TX 78666 

Study Groups 

Calaveras Speleological Survey 
Ralph E. Squire 
Box 850 
Columbia, CA 95310 

Vermont Speleological Survey 
John Evans 
426 Great Road , ApI. 15 
Acton , MA 01720 

Virginia Speleological Survey 
Philip C. Lucas 
302 Crestfield Court 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 

Western Kentucky Speleological Survey 
Mike Dyas 
6009 Backlick Road 
Springfield, VA 22150 

West Virginia Speleological Survey 
E. Ray Garton 
P.O. Box 200 
Barrackvi lie, WV 26559 

Department of 
Administrative 
Vice-President 

Audio-Visual Aids Committee 
Dave Lucki ns 
P.O. Box 490 
Dearborn , M I 48121 
(home) 313-563-0080 
(work) 313-337-9895 

Bookstore Manager 
Vacant 

Cartographic Salon Committee 
Ernst Kastn i ng 
Dept. of Geosciences & Geophysics, U-45 
University of Connecticut 
Storrs , CT 06268 
(home) 203-429-0849 
(work) 203-486-4433 

Cave Ballad Contest Committee 
Mark Maslyn 
P.O. Box 502 
Golden, CO 80402 
(home) 303-989-7769 

Congress of Grottos Chairman 
Robert Ehr 
1226 Alamo Way 
Pittsburg, CA 94565 
(home) 415-458-1163 

Congress of Grottos Issues Chairman 
Greg Valent 
2809W. Logan Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60647 

Convention Chalrfnan-1983 
Jim Hixon 
Box 82-1A 
Del Barton , WV 25670 

Internal Organizations Committee 
Evelyn Bradshaw 
1732 Byron Street 
Alexandria , VA 22303 
(home) 703-765-0669 
(work) 202-547-4343 

Ubrary Committee 
William W. Torode 
2806 Cave Avenue 
Huntsville, AL 35810 
(home) 205-534-5936 
(work) 205-852-1300 

Membership Committee 
John Baz-Dresch 
406 Tlmberlane 
Post Falls, I D 83854 
(home) 208-773-3757 
(work) 208-784-1257 

NSS Office Manager 
Phil Winkler 
National Speleological Society 
Cave Avenue 
Huntsville, AL 3581 0 
(work) 205-876-5893 

NSS Office Secretary 
Jeanne Pridmore 
3807 Williamsburg Drive 
Huntsville, AL 35810 
(home) 205-852-9549 
(work) 205-852-1300 
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NSS Office Secretary 
Vickie L. Cothren 
2511 Tollgate Road , Apt. J 
Huntsville, AL 35801 
(home) 205-533-7689 
(work) 205-852-1300 

Photo Archives Committee 
Janet McCormick 
8028 Fenway Road 
Bethesda, M 0 20817 
(home) 301-365-3180 

Photo Salon Committee 
Karen Kastning 
Dept. of Geosciences & Geophysics, U-45 
University of Connecticut 
Storrs, CT 06268 

Program and Activities Committee 
William Fritz 
7685 Haley Road 
Milford, MI48042 
(home) 313-698-2295 
(work) 313-624-5020 

Speleo-Museum Committee 
Emily Davis Mobley 
Box 333 
Wilbraham, MA01095 
(home) 413-596-9516 

Expeditions 

Cave Costa Rica 1983 Expedition 
John Weinel 
Box 213 
Valencia, PA 16059 
(home) 412-898-2335 

Tobermory/Georglan Bay Cave Olvlng 
Expedition 
Tom Cook 
378 Webster Street 
Manchester, N H 03104 

Mt. McKinley Expedition 
Dr. Bill Stone 
Building 226, Rom B-162 
Center For Building Technology 
National Bureau of Standards 
Washington D.C. 20234 

Department of the 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Cave Ownership and Management 
Committee 
Tom Rea 
2455 Northern Drive 
Plainfield , IN 46168 
(home) 317-839-2100 
(work) 317-265-8447 

McFalls Cave Committee 
Bob Addis 
Rt. 4, Box 60 
Parkersburg, WV 26101 

Shelta Cave Committee 
William W. Torode 
2806 Cave Avenue 
Huntsville, AL35810 
(home) 205-534-5936 
(NSS) 205-852-1300 
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ALABAMA 

Birmingham AL Grotto 
P.O. Box 3302 
Birmingham, AL 35255 
Ch-Greg McGill 
H 205-956-1267 
W205-988-2411 
VC-Mike McEachern 
205-328-0368 
Sec-Dottie Alexander 
Tr-Joe Domnanovich 

NSS 1/0 Directory 
The addresses and other information supplied here for the internal organizations 

of NSS are taken from annual reports filed early in 1982 but have been updated 
whenever newer information was available. A principal use of this directory of 
grottos is to guide new NSS members or those moving to a new area to the nearest 
grotto(s). Write to the address listed to find the time and place of meetings or 
telephone one of the numbers listed. Most grollos also report to the NSS when and 
where they meet; this data is available from the 1/0 chairman on request. 

Sections may have membership requirements based on the specific expertise 
associated with the nature of a particular section. Write them for more information 
if you are interested. Most sections offer subscriptions and lor associate 
memberships to cavers not possessing the specific expertise needed. 

All regions have some type of meetings once or twice a year which may include 
business sessions, workshops, caving trips or training, and fellowship. All 
interested NSS members are welcome to these programs. Write your region to ask 
when they occur. 

Membership in the NSS is more rewarding if you become active with other 
responsible cavers through one or more of the specific activities available through 
the internal organizations of the Society. 

Grottos (listed by states) 

Alphabetical list of grottos, then regions, sections, and surveys. Each provides 
addresses and names of officers and publications. 

Anchorage, A K 99504 Tse ' Aan Gr. Nltr. 
Pr-Jullus Rockwell 
H907-277-7150 ARKANSAS 
W907-274-9631 
VP-David Street *Boston Mountains Grotto 
Sec-Richard Hall c/o Dan Davis 
H907-333-2090 Dept. Chemistry 
W907-265-3365 Univ. of Arkansas 
Tr-Elisabeth Hall Fayettevi lle AR 72701 
Ed-Richard Hall Pr-Jim Walker 
Alaskan Caver 501 -575-3068 

VC-Mike Ross 

Eds-Lynn McGill & Nancy Boice ARIZONA Sec-Robert Hayes 
501-442-7308 Birmingham Gr. Nltr. 

Central Arizona Grotto Tr-Farrel Couch 

Gadsden Grotto P.O. Box 27587 Ed-Samuel Rothermel 

P.O. Box 2622 Tempe, AZ 85282 Subterranean Traveler 

E. Gadsden, AL 35903 Ch-David Weary Fac. Adv. Danny Davis 

Ch-Dave Teal 968-3580 

VCs-Wiliiam Garrett Sec-Ray Keeler *CenArk Studdent Grotto 

Joe Hall H967-8539 c/o Dr. Carroll Smith 

ST -Bobby Whorton W948-6540 X43 Box 682, Harding Univ. 

Ed-Dave Teal TR-Dick Adlhoch Searcy, AR 72143 

Gadsden Gr. Nltr. Ed-Ron McMenimen Ch-Dewayne Agin 
Cave Crawler's Gazette H314-287-2682 

Huntsville Grotto W501 -268-6161 ex406 

Box 1702 Escabrosa Grotto VC-Don Horsman 

W. Sta. P.O. Box 3634 Sec-Brian Morgan 

Huntsville, AL 35807 Tucson , AZ 85722 501-268-4923 

Ch-Joe Skipworth Ch-Ronald Starling Tr-John Stanley 

H205-837-4716 602-885-1872 Fac. Adv.-Dr. Carroll Smith 

W205-532-4241 VC-Thomas Harris 

VCs-John Van Swearingen ST -Judy Vittetoe Middle Ozark Lower Earth Society 

Jeanne Pridmore 602-795-6991 c/o Bert Allen 

Phil Winkler EDs-Bob Pape Rt. 1, Box 14 

Ray Romike Michael Flores Dogpatch, AR 72648 

Sec-Vickie Cothren Desert Caver Ch-Bruce Raney 

H 205-533-6746 VC-Kevin Raney 

W205-852-1300 Tse' Aan Grotto ST-Theresa Sarasua 

Tr-Jack Brightwell c/o Rhody Spears Eds-Bert & Connie Allen 

Ed-Jeanne Pridmore Groom Creek Rt. MO LES Quarterly 

Huntsville Gr. Nltr. Prescott , AZ 86301 
Pr-Mike Taylor CALIFORNIA 

ALASKA 778-9331 
VP-Paula Matney Columbia Crotto 

Glacier Grotto ST -Rhody Spears P.O. Box 850 

c/o J. Rockwell 445-7564 Columbia, CA 95310 

2944 Emory St. Ed-Rhody Spears Ch-Ralph E. Squire 
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H209-532-2967 
W209-532-9539 
VC-Lawrence Woodhams 
Sec-Betty Squire 

Diablo Grotto 
c/o Bob Ehr 
1226 Alamo Way 
Pittsburg, CA 94565 
Ch-Doug Bradford 
H707-527-5975 
Wl07 -525-4214 
VC-Janet Sowers-Horn 
Sec-Mary Adamson 
415-932-4331 
Tr-Terri Sensmeier 
Eds-Mary Adamson and 
Terri Sensmeier 
Devll 's Advocate 

Mother Lode Grotto 
Box 254545 
Sacramento, CA 95865 
Ch-Bob Pine 
H916-756-1302 
VV916-752-0631 
VC-Mark Peterson 
Sec-Bill Papke 
H961-5578 
W484-8343 
Tr-Morley Hardaker 
Ed-Jack Espinal 
Valley Caver 

San Diego Grotto 
c/o Richard Breisch 
2903-112 Upshur SI. 
San Diego, CA 92106 
Ch-Richard Breisch 
714-223-2050 

34 

San Francisco Bay Chapter 
Box 2282 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
Ch-Peter Basted 
H 415-856-1925 
W415-854-3300 ex2755 
VC-RobertJohnson 
Sec-James Lakner 
415-455-1808 
Tr-Charmaine Legge 
Ed-Victoria Johnson 
SFBC Newsletter 

San Joaquin Valley Grotto 
c/o Mike Mazman 
2017 N. Winery, #206 
Fresno, CA 93726 
Ch-Paul Martzen 
209-252-1770 
Tr-M ichael Mazman 
209-251-4320 

Shasta Area Grotto 
c/o Claude Smith 
131 Oleander Cir. 
Redding, CA 96001 
Ch-Claude Smith 
916-246-3942 
VC-James Wolff 
Sec-Mary Belle Smith 
916-246-3942 
Tr-Ronald Rogers 

Sierra Mojave Grotto 
c/o Lindblom 
4205 Reeves 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
Ch-Scott Best 
H714-446-3875 
Wl14-939-3886 

Distribution of NSS Grottos 

VC-Marlin Clark 
Sec-Dinah Beres 
714-375-7745 
Tr-Marilyn Gossett 
Ed-Jim Gossett 
Umestone Ledger 

Southern California Grotto 
c/o Hugh Blanchard 
1828 Alpha Ave. 
South Pasadena, CA 91030 
Ch-Ed Moody 
213-645-3090 
VC-Bob Richards 
Sec-Margie Nelson 
213-248-6546 
Tr-Janice Moon 
Ed-Debbie Gogatz 
Explorer 

Stanislaus Grotto 
P.O. Box 4137 
ModestC', CA 95352 
Pr-Louise Wadelski 
209-576-7556 
VP-Don Hughes 
Sec-Dave Squire 
209-576-7556 
Tr-Jim Lakner 
Ed-Dave Squire 
Stanislaus Cave Examiner 

Waldo Brothers 
c/ o Sharon Kautto 
1723 West Ninth St. 
Pomona, CA 91766 
Ch-Sam Hails 
H 213-866-7522 
W213-866-9449 
Sec-Sharon Kau tto 
714-622-1473 

COLORADO 

Colorado Grotto 
c/o Gerald G. Forney 
911 Cook SI. 
Denver. CO 80206 
Ch-Alan Williams 
303-433-3260 
VC-Eric Liebes 
Sec-Gerry Forney 
H303-355-4130 
W303-595-8956 
Tr-Bob Scoville 
Ed-Ed LaRock 
Caving in the Rockies 

Colorado Mines Grotto 
Richard J. Wolfert 
5930 Blanca Court 
Golden, CO 80403 
Pr-Bob Scoville 
H303-934-1412 
W303-839-5722 
VP-Mark Maslyn 
Sec-Elisa Hancock 
303-237-5586 
Tr-Rich Wolfert 
Ed-Rick Rhinehart 
Virgin Passage 

· Col. State Univ. Grotto 
c/o Col. State Outing Club 
Lory Student Center 
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, CO 80523 
Co-Chs-M . Susanna Goad 
and Cyndi Mosch Seanor 

Sangre de Cristo Grotto 
2921 Denver Blvd . 
Pueblo, CO 81008 
Ch-Gene Dover 
303-544-7046 
Tr-Rainey Brooks 

U.S. Air Force Academy Gr. 
CWRA 
USAFA, CO 80840 
Ch-William Beninati 
VC-Wi lliam Fiedler 
Sec-Michael Lepchenske 
Tr-Paul Hami lton 
OIC-Thomas Wynn Jr. 

CONNECTICUT 

Central Connecticut Grotto 
c/o Bob Jefferys 
16 Madison Rd . 
Glastonbury, CT 06033 
Ch-Bob Simmons 
203-775-3429 
VCs-Bob Magyar 
Greg Pioppi 
Rec-Sec-Tom Oakes 
Corr.Sec-Bob Jefferys 
203-633-8520 
Tr-Cheryl Kenez 
Eds-Peter Febbroriello 
Jack Tarter 
Underground Movement 

Fairfield Co. Cavers 
c/o Harry Clayton 
Southview Ave. 
Danbury, CT 06810 
Ch-Harry G. Clayton Jr. 
H203-792-3140 
W203-929-7373 
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DELAWARE Watki nsvi lle, GA 30677 338-5938 H812-877-2350 
Pr-David A. Young Tr-Don Lesperance W812-232-6311 x2625 

Cdr. Cody's Caving Club H404-769-6098 Ed-Ralph Earlandson Ch-Ramon Costello 
c/o Ray Scheinfeld W404-549-8968 Windy City Speleonews ST-Kathy Ash 
311 Thorn Lane #7 812-877-2350 
Newark, DE 19711 Clayton Co. Cavers INDIANA VC-Kelth Dunlap 
Ch-Ray Scheinfeld c/o John Muncus 
H302-758-7409 6150 Graceland Cir. Bloomington IN Grotto IOWA 
W302-738-2985 Morrow, GA 30260 c/ o Dick Blenz 
VC-Bill Halberstadt Pr-John C. Muncus Swain Hall W-Physics Dept. Iowa Grotto 
ST -I ra Sasowsky 404-961-7078 Bloomington, IN 47401 P.O. Box 2280 
368-2287 VP-Steve Henning Ch-Samuel Frushour Iowa City, IA 52244 
Ed Bob Snyder ST-Helen Spruill H812-339-2130 Ch-Michael Bounk 
Cdr. Cody Chronicle 404-961-1487 W812-335-7785 H319-626-6104 

Ed-Rena Muncus VC-Kevin Komisarcik W319-338-1173 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Monthly Breakdown Sec-Jeffrey Forbes VC-Lowell Burkhead 
See also Maryland (Sligo). 812-825-4775 ST-Tom Hruska 

Dogwood City Grotto Tr-Stephen D. Maegerlein 319-365-8173 
D.C. Grotto c/o Steve Logan Ed-Kevin Komisarcik Ed-Greg McCarty 
c/o Harold Driscoll 4122 Fawn Lane SE Bloomington IN Gr. Nltr Intercom 
542131stSt., NW Smyrna, GA 30080 
Washington DC 20015 Ch-Edward Strausser Central Indiana Grotto KENTUCKY 
Ch-Cady Soukup VC-Steve Logan Box 153 
301-493-9623 Corr.Sec-Leslie Johnson Indianapolis, IN 46206 Blue Grass Grotto 
VC-Li nda Baker Rec.Sec-Peter Uberto Ch-Dean Myer Dept. of Geology 
Sec-Harold Driscoll Tr-Cindy McAlister H317-786-9002 Univ. of Kentucky 
202-966-9091 Ed-Pat Pentecost W317-787-5747 Lexington , KY 40506 
Tr-Robert Hoke Georgia Underground VC-Noel Sloan Ch-John Barnes 
Ed-Evelyn Bradshaw Sec-Kathy Welling H 606-253-1178 
D.C. Speleograph IDAHO 317-455-0520 W606-232-2644 

Tr-Tom Rea VC-Terry Anderson 
FLORIDA Gem State Grotto Ed-Bill Tozer ST -Brian Hall 

c/o Frank Ireton CIG Newsletter 606-258-6330 
Florida Spel. Society Box 356 Ed-John Barnes 
P.O. Box 12581 Univ. Sta. Mountain Home, 1083647 Evansville Metro. Grotto Kentucky Caver 
Gainesville, FL 32604-0581 Ch-Joseph Fackler c/o Ernie Payne 
Ch-Keith Silas H208-336-8603 1025 Thompson Ave. "East KY U. Student Grotto 
H904-378-3071 W208-334-1463 Evansville, In 47715 Box 333, Admin . Building 
W904-372-1614 VC-Jim Hathorn Pr-Donald Mason Eastern Kentucky Un"iv. 
VC-Randy Rilling ST-Howard Bradley H 812-477-32-76 Richmond , KY 40475 
Sec-Deanna Royal 208-344-7282 W812-426-2505 Pr-Gregory Sievert 
904-591 -1650 Ed-Frank Ireton VP-Gary Angermeier W606-622-2212 
Tr-Ernie Ash Gem Caver Sec-Ernie Payne ST -Elise White 
Ed-Keith Silas 812-477-7043 606-625-3270 
Florida Speleologist ILLINOIS Tr-Bob Sergesketter Fac.Adv.-Drs. Bill Schulz & 

Ed-Ernie Payne Ralph Ewers 
Florida State Cave Club "Little Egypt Student Grotto Petroglyph 
c/o Osmond Geology Dept. Fort Knox Grotto 
Box 6885 FSU So. Illinois Univ. Northern Indiana Grotto c/o Steve Gray 
Tallahassee, FL 32313 Carbondale, IL 62901 c/o Tom Cussen 518 Cheyenne Rd . 
Pr-Allen Mosler Ch-Joe Slivinski 1313 Orlando Dr. Radcliff, KY 40160 
H904-385-B464 618-982-2890 Ft. Wayne, IN 46825 Ch-Steve Gray 
W904-488-2104 VC-Philip Moss Ch-Jeff Steinbach H502-351 -9B34 
or 488-3180 Sec-Pat Kambesis H219-4B4-1416 W502-769-1361 
VP-Ed Hill 618-549-4946 W219-482-9561 VC-Glen Driskill 
Rec.Sec.-Frank Hutchison Tr-Joan Hickey VC-Michael Sunderman Sec-Deborah O'Haire 
Corr.Sec-Marianne Korosy Ed-John Lloyd Sec-Tom DeCamp 502-351-9256 
H904-576-1979 Crawlway Courier 219-925-0440 Tr-Sharlett Geno 
W904-644-5295 Tr-Thomas Cussen Ed-Tom Vowels 
Tr-Tlm Glover Rock River Spel. 'Soclety Ed-Summer Miller Lowcrawler 
Florida State Caver c/o Warren Lewis Mlchlana Caver 

2225 Oxford St. Green River Grotto 
Ft. Rucker/Ozark Grotto Rockford , IL61103 Southern Indiana Grotto Dept Geography/Geology 
c/o Bill Frye Ch-Pete Devries c/o Jim Riley Western Kentucky Unlv 
810 Virginia Ave. H815-226-4533 743 Li nden Drive Bowling Green, KY 42101 
Lynn Haven, FL 32444 W815-397 -0800 Seymour, IN 47274 Pr-Ray Tucker 
Pr-Bill Frye VC-Brad Olson Ch-Tony Akers 502-781 -3385 
904-265-3394 ST-Warren Lewis H812-497 -3576 VPs-Jim Goodbar 
VP-Karen Gagnon Eds-Warren Lewis W812-522-9900 Russ Miller 
Sec-Mary Lou Maddox Bruce Foyer VC-Bill Schulze Rec.Sec. -Jay Sloan 
904-871-0183 Rock River Speleunker Sec-Andrew Knott ST-Mary McElroy 
Tr-Henry Maddox 812-579-5274 502-781-6168 
Ed-Bill Gagnon Windy City Grotto Tr-James Riley Ed-Edward Frank 
FROG Croaks c/o Greg Valent Karst Kourler 

2809 W. Logan Blvd ., Garden Apt. Western Indiana Grotto 
GEORGIA Chicago, IL 60647 c/o Donald Ash louisville Grotto 

Ch-Greg Jay Valent Dept. Geology c/o Diane Blankenship 
Athens Speleological Soc. 486-6412 Indiana State University 8306 Prestonview #40 
c/o David You ng VC-Eleanor Larson Terre Haute, In 47809 Louisville, KY 40219 
65WhiteSt. Sec-Alicia Woodrow Ch-Donald Ash Ch-Dlane Blankenship 
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H502-966-2611 Ch-John C. Evans Meramec Caver Southern Nevada Grotto 
W502-452-6312 H617-263-5708 c/o Jack Hess 
VC-Ken Alderson W617-274-7100 X2942 Middle Miss. Valley Grotto SR 89038, Box 53 
Sec-Jeff Brotzge VC-Kevin Harris Box 3733 Las Vegas, NV 89124 
H502-239-5055 Sec-James Mavrelion St. Louis, MO 63122 Ch-Harold Morehead 
W502-483-9781 603-382-6863 Ch-Mark Oliver H702-647-4936 
Tr-Larry McCarty Tr-Elizibeth DeBrine 618-632-7386 Wl02-733-7869 
Ed-Diana Emerson Ed-James Engelbrecht VC-Pamela Burns ST-Molly McBride 
Karst Window Massachusetts Caver Eds-J. Saberton 647-4130 

P. Burns Ed-Tish Hess 
LOUISIANA New England Grotto Underground Guano Gazette 

P.O. Box 2452 
Southern Mississippi Grotto Springfield , MA 01101 Ozark Highlands Grotto NEW JERSEY 
c/o Williamson Ch-Larry French c/ o Randy Justice 
10003 Stonehaven H413-568-3293 307 W. Portland Central New Jersey Grotto 
Shreveport, LA 71118 W413-568-3311 Springfield , MO 65807 c/o Charlie Wagg 
Ch-Jan Wilson Ed-Suzanne Kelsey Pr-Jon Beard CN 330 John Fitch Plaza 
504-383-1371 Guano File Uusl news] 417-736-3066 Trenton , NJ 08625 
VC-David Ray Wi lIamson VP-Charles Coatney Pr-Charlie Wagg 
ST-Michael Bograd MICHIGAN Sec-Greg Rainwater H609-758-7465 
601 -372-1060 831-7574 W609-292-5440 
Ed-Jim Nanninga Michigan Interlakes Grotto Tr-Randy Justice VP-Ken Law 
Mississippi Underground Box 218 Ed-Jon Beard Sec-Frederic Pachman 
Dispatch [M UD] Union Lake, MI48085 Ozark Underground 609-585-8766 

Pr-David Luckins Tr-Kathy Krawchuk 
MARYLAND 313-471-2965 . · SI. Louis Unlv. Grotto Ed-Fred Pachman 
See D.C. (D.C . Grotto) V P-Tony M u I brecht Busch Memorial Center Grotto newsletter 

Sec-G lenn Anders 20 N. Grand Blvd. Room 301 
Annapolis Grotto 616-457-3324 St. Louis, MO 63103 Northern NJ Grotto 
c/o Jim Hamilton Tr-Norma Dee Peacock Ch-Chris Thomas c/ o R. F. Tyndall 
522 Tayman Dr . Ed-Gene Schermer VC-Dale Kannawurt 7 Washington PI. 
Annapolis, MD 21403 Spelean Spotlighl Caveflll Cranford , NJ 07016 
Ch-Jim Hamilton Fac.Adv-Dr. John Cantwell Ch-R. F. Tyndall 
H301 -263-5416 MISSISSIPPI 201 -272-2961 
W301 -867-7100 See LA (So. Miss. Gr.) Southeast Missouri Grotto Tr-Richard Warren 
VC-Britt Griswold c/o Jerry Wag ner 201-722-8747 
ST Janet Truskey MISSOURI 52 Rolla Gardens Ed-Kathy Jordan 
703-323-7262 Rolla, MO 65401 Speleothemes 
Ed-Michelle Hitchings Chouteau Grotto Ch-Jerry Wagner 

c/ o George Rotti nghaus H314-364-6433 NEW MEXICO 
Baltimore Grotto 174 W. Brookside Lane W314-341 -0928 
c/o Carol Tiderman Columbia, MO 65201 VC-Jim Palmer Mesilla Valley Grotto 
7600 Pi ndell School Rd . Pr-Tim Sheehan 

c/o Steve Peerman 
Fulton , MD 20759 314-882-0078 Stygian Grotto 1757 Defiance Rd . 
Ch-Bob Gulden VP-Kevin Feltz c/o Donna Witteried Las Cruces, N M 88001 
H301 -761-1343 Sec-Jean Love 7108-A Dartmouth Ch-Jeff Lory 
W301 -332-6210 874-5761 St. Louis , MO 63130 VC-Khristy Hinds 
VC -S teve Guercio Tr/Ed-John Schwartz Pr-Richard Freeman ST-Kathy Peerman 
ST-Carol Tiderman Foresight H314-382-0768 505-523-2167 
301-792-0752 W314-553-2813 
Ed-Allart Kok Kansas City Area Grotto VP-John Corbett Pecos Valley Grotto 
Baltimore Grotto News c/o Debbie Ki nser Sec-Ellen Darby c/o Carol Belski 5086 Glenside Dr. 962-5420 408 Southern Sky 
Frederick Grotto Kansas City, MO 64129 Tr-John Oberschelp Carlsbad , N M 88220 
c/o Terry Welsh Pr-Tony Monroe Stygian Gazette Ch-Bob Hunt 
8320 Ball Rd . 816-361-6423 

505-622-9857 
Frederick , M 0 21701 ST-Debbie Kinser NEVADA VC-Jim Evatt 
Ch-Terry Welsh 923-8608 

Sec-Carol Belski 
H301 -694-7529 Great Basin Grotto 505-885-6168 
W301 -663-9111 Lake Ozarks Grotto c/o Frederick Brown Publication is by Southwest Region c/ o Dwight Weaver 9545 Red Rock Rd . 
Sligo Grotto Rt. 2, Box 234 Reno, NV 89506 Sandia Grotto 
c/o Ru ssell Kennedy Eldon, MO 65026 Ch-Alvin McLane c/o Gayle Smart 
240 Manor Cir. #4 Pr-Kerry Rowland 702-323-3078 11700 La Cueva Ln ., NE 
Takoma Park , M 020912 VP-Kirk Flagg VC-Pat Kimmerling Albuquerque, NM 87123 
Ch-Russell Kennedy ST-Unda Rohr Marg ST-Tricia Brown Ch-Gayle Smart 
H301 -270-0019 314-392-7814 702-972-8821 VC-Kevin Sublett 
W301-443-8173 Ed-Dwight Weaver 

ST -Laura Reeves 
VC -Greg Pearce Ozark Speleograph High Desert Grotto 
Sec-Lynn Ott Box 993 
Tr-John Burns Meramec Valley Grotto Ely, NV 89301 NEW YORK 
Ed-Greg Pearce P.O. Box 3171 Pr-Sam Baker 
Sublerreanean Sun University City, MO 63130 H702-289-2842 Adirondack Grotto 

Pr-Lois Bronnert Wl02-289-2110 c/ o Toms E. Smith 
314-343-6875 VC-Dennis Hone 9552 Roberts Rd . MASSACHUSETTS VP-Pam Burns Sec-Darla Hone R. 1, Box441 
Sec-Laura Jones Tr-Robert Swain Sauquoit, NY 13456 Boslon Grotto 314-942-3449 Eds-Dennis and Darla Hone Ch-Toms E. Smith Box 304, Harvard Sq. Sta. Tr-Larry Zykan Pit Bull H315-737 -5287 Cambridge, MA 02238-0304 Ed-Laura Jones W315-797-6800 X415 
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Ch-Dick Graham Ch-Leonard Mitchell Sec-Dianne Denhem 
VC-Brad Smith H919-876-4852 513-378-6873 503-655-7650 
ST-Sam Salem W919-836-7272 Ca-Ch-Ronald Mathis Tr-Rochelle Devereaux 

STMarcia Ambler Sec-David Ellington 
Helderberg Area Grotto 919-544-3089 606-247-2264 PENNSYLVANIA 
c/o Ron Sloan Tr-Carlos Day 
26 Mildred Lane OHIO Ed-Eddie Weeks Bucks County Grotto 
Latham, NY 12110 The Pit c/o Bernard Szukalski 
Ch-Charles Stephens Central Ohio Grotto 1495 Easton Rd . 
H518-377-3423 c/o William Walden Standing Stone Grotto Warrington , PA 18976 
W518-474-8743 223 Fallis Rd. c/o Mike Oatney Ch-Robert Matusik 
VC-AI Breisch Columbus, OH 43214 300 N. Main 215-561 
Sec-Ron Sloan Ch-William Walden Sugar Grove, OH 43155 VC-Robert Giandomenico 
518-785-9291 H 614-268-5865 Ch-Michael K. Oatney ST -Bernard Szukalski 
Tr-Gerry Dupont W614-486-9561 614-746-8337 215-345-8874 
Ed-Mike Nardacci VC-Jake Elberfeld VC-Steve Shouldis Ed-Bernard Szukalski 
Helderberg Caver Sec-Nancy Mahoney ST -Scott Smi thson Bucks County Diviner 

H614-866-6767 
MET Grotto W614-863-8373 ·U. of Cincinnati Cave Club Franklin Co. Grotto 
c/o Bob Jurgens Tr-Karen Walden c/ o P. H. Dougherty c/o Arrowood 
116-32 227th St. C.O.G. Squeaks Dept. of Geography 401 Hood St. 
Cambria Heights, NY 11411 Cincinnati , OH 45221 Chambersburg , PA 17201 
Ch-James Harbison Cleveland Grotto Pr-John Dodge Ch-Donald Arrowood 
H212-988-1770 c/o Nordgren 513-B51-1509 H717-264-B97B 
W212-9BO-4500 29242 Detroit Rd . VP-Mark Turner W717-263-6761 
Sec/Ed-Robert Jergens Westlake , OH 44145 513-B25-7736 VC-Eugene Myers 
MET Grotto News Ch-Bill Nordgren Sec-Chuck Briggs ST-Beth Tindall 

216-835-2726 Tr-Ann Morrison 717-352-8436 
Mohawk-Hudson Grotto VC-Rick Davis Ed-Steve Lester Ed-Rallin Peck 
c/o Charles Porter Sec-Mike Kemp Grub City News Franklin Co. Gr. Nltr. 
1934 Fifth Ave. 216-256-B779 Fac.Adv.-Dr. Percy 
Troy, NY 12180 Tr-William Nordgren H. Dougherty Greater Allentown Grotto 
Ch-Brad Smith Ed-Dave Knapp c/o Charles Klinger 
ST-Charles " Chuck" Porter Cleva-O-Grotto News ·Wittenberg Univ. Spel. Society 130 American St. 

c/o Dr. H. H. Hobbs III Whitehall , PA 18052 
Niagara-Frontier Grotto Dayton Area Spel. Society Dept. of Biology Ch-Charles Klinger 
c/o Thorn Engel c/o Walter Foust Wittenberg University H215-264-0414 
B Suburban Dr. 4512 Venetian Way Springfield , OH 45501 W215-264-728B 
Avon, NY 14414 Dayton, OH 45439 Ch-Horton H. Hobbs VCs-Larry Clauser 
Ch-Thom Engel Pr-Dave McMonigle H513-323-4413 Stefan Goslawski 
H716-226-2252 VP-Lee Ortman W513-327-7029 Sec-Hope Scheetz 
W716-226-2466 422-7124 Ed-Lynn Morrill 262-5150 
Ed-Rodger Smith Sec-Joe Renner Pholeos Tr-David Arnold 
The Hole Truth Tr-Paul Von Richter Ed-Dean Snyder 

Corr.Sec-Walter Foust OKLAHOMA Pack Rat Scat 
·Rensselaer Outing Club Inc B59-7946 
Rensselaer Polytechnic I nst. Ed-Mike Johnson Central Oklahoma Grotto ·Huntlngdon Area Spel. SOCiety 
Troy, NY 121B1 John House News c/o Sue Bozeman P.O. Box 162 
Cav.Ch-David Ulrich 2624 Chaucer Dr. Huntingdon, PA 16652 
51B-272-6974 Greater Cincinnati Grotto Oklahoma City, OK 73120 Ch-Steven Schultz 
Fac.Adv. Prof. Yergen c/o Brian Pitcher Ch-Mitch Turley VC-Kevin Wyckoff 

1625 Lianfair Ave . H405-722-4999 Sec-John Taylor 
·Syracuse Unlv. Outing Club Cincinnati , OH 45224 W405-B40-9911 Tr-Ronald Leighton 
Ski Lodge , Syracuse University Ch-Gary Bush Sec-John Bozeman 
Syracuse, NY 13210 513-3B5-1741 405-755-35B7 ·Nlttany Student Grotto 
Cav.Ch-James Lienhart VC-Tom Staubitz Eds-Marc Barker Box 676 
H315-475-3774 Sec-Darleen Heist Judith Haithcoat State College , PA 16B01 
W325-423-3BB5 513-341-1039 Oklahoma Underground Ch-Joseph Troester 
Fac .Adv .-John Siau Tr-Dennis Green HB14-237-071B 

Ed-Richard Duncan Tulsa Grotto WB14-B63-1666 
NORTH CAROLINA Electric Caver P.O. Box 52B11 VC-Jake Cox 

Tulsa, OK 74152 Sec-Lori Smith 
Fllttermouse Grotto Miami Valley Grotto Ch-Michael McGee H814-364-1947 
c/o Holler c/o Barb Schaeffer 91B-749-7422 WB14-23B-2461 
P.O. Box 100 300B G racemore Ave. VC-Bill Rohlman Tr-Kirk Taylor 
Old Fort, NC 2B762 Kettering, OH 45420 ST -Lorely McGee Ed-Bill Wolford 
Ch-Bob Currie Ch-Bruce Warthman 91B-749-7422 Nlttany Grotto News 
H704-29B-8360 614-459-5854 Ed-John Puddy Fac.Adv.-Wili White 
W704-25B-2B50 VC-Tony Hughes Sonar 
VC-Cato Holler Jr. Sec-Barb Schaeffer Philadelphia Grotto 
Sec-Steve Maynard 513-29B-4747 OREGON Box 2323, Mid City Sta. 
H704-253-6824 VSec-Sheryl Hilton See WA (Oregon Grotto) Philadelphia, PA 19103 
W704-253-3341 Tr-Lou Simpson Ch-Michael Mostardi 
Tr-Nanci Stevenson Ed-Lou Simpson Willamet!e Valley Grotto H215-449-B912 
Ed-Susan Holler Cave Cricket Gazette c/o Mike Sims W215-68B-9976 
Fledermaus 505 Roosevelt St. VC-Robert Matusik 

Southern Ohio Cavers Oregon City, OR 97045 215-561-0447 
Triangle Universities Grotto c/o Leonard Mi tchell Ch-Bill Devereaux Sec-Jeremy Holtzman 
Box 1741 3330 Barnes Rd . 503-683-2696 Tr-Agnes Maderich 
Raleigh, NC 27602 Georgetown, OH 45121 VC-Don Denbo Philadelphia Gr. Digest 
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VIRGINIA VC-David Foster 
ST-Wayne Burks See D.C. (D.C. Grotto) Pittsburg Grotto Sec-Linda Phillips 
817-625-8417 See MD (Sligo) P. O. Box 7565 615-288-2050 

See TN (Mountain Empire) Pittsburgh, PA 15213 Tr-Ellen Pietsch 
Galveston Grotto Ch-Gary Storrick 
c/o Dave McAdoo Blue Ridge Grotto 412-348-7337 Nashville Grotto 
62 LeBrun CI. c/o Joe Fagan VC-Frank Lincoln P.O. Box 23114 
Galveston, TX 77551 4711 Eden Dr., NW. Sec-Lynne Taylor Nashville, TN 37202 
Pr-David McAdoo Roanoke, VA 24012 Tr-Marshall Fausold Ch-Don Tebbet 
H713-765-2939 Ch-Albert Stewart Ed-Barb Ritts H615-297-5734 
Wl13-744-5486 703-989-0483 412-271-4592 W615-242-2540 
VP-Mlke Hughes VC-Elizabeth Verduin Netherworld News VC-John Hoffelt 
Sec-Stephan Gregory ST -Carol Wickersham RecSec-Kimberly Fields 
713-763-3697 ·Westmlnster College Stu. Grotto Corr.Sec/Tr-Larry Adams 
Tr-Martha McAdoo ·Madlson U. Student Grotto c/o Dr. Phil Fawley H615-352-4545 

c/o Mike Artz, Box 167 JMU Westminster College W615-242-6594 
Greater Houston Grotto Harrisonburg, VA 22807 NewWilmington, PA 16142 Ed-Ed Yarbrough 
c/o James McLane Ch-Mike Ariz Pr-Carole Young Speleonews 
9318 Willow Meadow 703-433-9171 412-94&2822 
Houston, TX 77031 VC-Patti Barnes Fac.Adv.-Dr. J. P. Fawley Shelah Waters Grotto 
Ch-Kenneth E. Byrd Sec-Vicki Liddle c/o Ross Cardwell 
H713-271-3683 703-433-9195 York Grotto RI. 8, Box 128 
Wl13-792-7929 Tr-David Deland c/o Jay Herbein Sparta, TN 38583 
VC-Wililam Dean Eds-Mike Ariz 625 Carbon Ave. Ch-Ross Cardwell 
ST-James McLane Art Kohn Harrisburg , PA 17111 615-738-2760 
Ed-Ralph Batsche JMU Quarterly Journal Ch-Jay R. Reich Jr. ST -Art Bosnak 
G.H.G. News Fac.Adv-Barry Knowles H717-426-1604 615-528-5385 

Wl17 -843-8671 
·Southwest Texas Caving Grotto Marlon Area Grotto VC-Dave Gutter Smoky Mountain Grotto 
c/o Albert Ogden c/o Kathy Smythe ST -Cathy Hartwick Box 8297, U.T. Sta. 
Edwards Aquif . Research/Data Ctr. 217 W. Chilhowie SI. C-5 717-657-2086 Knoxville , TN 37916 
Southwest Texas State Univ. Mario'n, V A 24354 Ed-Dale I bberson Ch-Ed Holladay 
San Marcos, TX 78666 Ch-Gregory Baumgarner York Grotto Newsletter 615-689-5781 
Pr-Robert Green VC-George Miller VC-Dale Testerman 
512-392-4737 ST-Kathy Smythe SOUTH DAKOTA ST -Art Cathers 
VP-Peter Monahan 615-522-0909 
ST -Lisa Urbanczyk New River Valley Grotto ·Paha Sapa Grotto Ed-Jim Nicholls 
392-4329 P. O. Box 5713 c/o Mert Bowman Speleotype 
Fac.Adv. -Albert Ogden Radford University Museum of Geology 

TEXAS Radford, VA 24142 SD School of Mines/Tech. 
·Unlv. Texas Student Grotto Ch-Ginny Tipton Rapid City, S D 57701 

Abilene Guano Grotto Box 7672 U.T. Sta. H703-382-1301 Pr-Mlke Pagel 
Austi n, TX 78712 WlO3-731-5191 605-399-2895 c/o Joe Muston 
Ch-William Russell VC-Don Anderson Ed-Gary Schilberg 210 N. 14th SI. 
H512-453-4774 Sec-Dave Derowitsch Carbide Flash Abilene, TX 79601 
W512-397-7523 Tr-Lee Anderson Fac.Adv. -Mert Bowman Acl.Ch-Joe Muston 
VC-Jerry Atkinson Ed-Laura Alderson VC-Freedom Noble 
Sec-Rene Shields Lower Level Ledger TENNESSEE Sec-Linda Muston 
H512-476-5742 673-0489 
W512-471-4309 Chattanooga Grotto Tr-Dion Jackson 
Tr-Mike McWhirter Powell Mountain Grotto c/o David Durham 676-0513 
Fac.Adv.-Dr. Ernie Lundel P.O. Box 297 6647 Botsford Dr. 

Big Stone Gap, VA 24219 Chattanooga, TN 37421 • Aggie Speleological Society 
UTAH Ch-Greg Hill Ch-Frank Casteel 713-845-1515 

VC-Lisa Powers 615-842-2920 Texas A & M University 
Salt Lake Grotto ST-Charles Cooling VC-William Shrewsbury MSC Student Finance Ctr. 
c/o Dale Green ST -David Durham P.O. Box 5688, Aggieland Sta. 
4230 Sovereign Way Richmond Area Spel. Society 892-1841 College Station, TX 77844 
Salt Lake City, UT 84117 Box 7017 Publish joinlly with Nashville Grotto Ch-Brue Bradshaw 
Ch-J . Brent Jarvis Richmond , VA 23221 H&Wl13-260-5306 
H801-561 -3264 Pr-John M. Wilson Holston Valley Grotto VP-Don MacFarlane 
W80H87-8804 H804-262-8262 Box 3585 CRS Tr-Shelia Jones 
VC-Steve Olsen W804-353-6776 Johnson City, TN 37601 Fac.Adv.-Wayne Helton 
Sec-Allen Lendall VPs-Alan Polishuk Ch-Betty Moss 
801-292-2818 Ron Morton H615-239-7667 Alamo Area Chapter 
Tr-Stuart Baptista Alex Barron W615-926-2151 c/o Terry McDaneld 
Ed-June Olsen David Whitley VC-Paul Monaco 14330 Oak Shadows 
Inner Mountain News Rec.Sec.-Laurel Briley Sec-Jan Turner San Antonio, TX 78232 

Corr.Sec-Adrienne Powers 615-753-2416 Ch-Quinn Woods 
Tlmpanogos Grotto H804-272-0026 Tr-Stan Widener H512-533-7279 
c/o Tom Smith W804-7 45-9402 Ed-Greg Kramer W512-221-6374 
570 E. Stadium Ave. Tr-David Jones Bat Times VC-Gary White 
Provo, UT 84604 Ed-John Wilson ST -Terry McDaneld 
Ch-Timothty Heaton RASS Register Mountain Empire Grotto 512-494-2748 
Contact Thru Sy Felt at Ed-Dave Whitley c/o Tony McGee 
801-373-4141 Brass Ught P.O. Box 215 Dallas-Ft. Worth Grotto 
Tr-Monte Mower Bluff City, TN 37618 P.O. Box 170274 
801 -373-1750 Shenandoah Valley Grotto Ch-Anthony McGee Arlington, TX 76003 
Ed-Tom Smith c/o Ackie Loyd H615-538-5692 Ch-Joe D. Giddens III 
Underground News Rt. 4, Box 16 W615-323-3191 X226 or 232 817-572-4082 
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Waynesboro, VA 22980 The Speleograph P.u. Box 246 Central KY Cave Survey 
Pr-Joseph McKenny Thomas, WV 26292 c/o N. C. Crawford 
H703-B85-0241 Xanadu Grotto Ch-Barry Baumgardner Dept. Geog. & Geology 
W703-949-1ooo c/o Gentry H304-463-4358 Western Kentucky U niv. 
VPs-Mike Reed 1808 175th PI NE W304-296-2377 Bowling Green, KY 42101 
Roxy Googin Bellevue, WA 98008 Sec-Elressa Baumgardner Ch-Geary M. Schindel 
ST -Lucy Seavers Chris Gentry VC-Chuck Hempel H502-843-4537 
804-985-3772 206-641 -6437 Tr-Beth Boore W502-745-4555 
Ed-Pat Ward 
Groundhog WEST VIRGINIA ·West VA U Student Grotto Tennessee Cave Survey 

Outdoor Recreation Center c/o Jean Smyre 
Tidewater Grotto Charleston Grotto Mountain Lair 716 Westview Ave. 
P.O. Box 62642 c/o Brecht Morgantown, WV 26506 Tullahoma, TN 37388 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462 213 Hayes Ave. Ch-Tom Morley Co-Ch-Gerald Moni (east) 
Ch-James E. Maute Charleston, WV 25314 304-296-1849 615-875-0400 
H804-B55-8322 Pr-Ward Foeller VC-Gerry Korzi Co-Ch-Buddy Lane (west) 
W804-444-8639 H744-5946 Sec-Ken Hill 615-825-5823 
VC-Austin Pratt W34B-5902 Tr-G reg Smith ST -Jean Smyre 
ST-Brian Davis VP-John Graves Nofac.Adv; 615-455-8293 
804-722-1449 Sec-Fran Foeller 

W747-3674 WISCONSIN Virginia Speleological Survey 
·Unlv. Virginia Grotto Tr-Bill Stringfellow c/o Philip C. Lucas 
Box 431, Newcomb Hall Wisconsin Speleological Society 302 Crestfield Court 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 ESSO Grotto c/o WI Geological Survey Charlottesville, VA 22901 
Ch-Roseanne Prestipino c/o Sara Corrie 1815 University Ave. Pr-Philip C. Lucas 
H804-296-6028 501 Ridgewood Rd . Madison, WI 53706 H804-973-8143 
W804-924-3264 Huntington, WV 25701 Ch-Mike Houle W804-977-74D0 
VCs-Dave Hubbard Pr-Steve Roberts 414-895-6080 Admin .Dir-Jim Hamilton 
Butler Stringfield H606-928-4764 VC-Bob Pody 301-263-5416 
SecoR. Keith Ogden W606-329-2111 ST Sue Houle 
804-971 -7432 VP-Suzanne Williamson 414-895-6080 West VA Speleological Survey 
Ed-Butler Stringfield Rec.Sec Bill Stringfellow Ed-George Zachariasen P.O. Box 200 
Cavalier Caver Corr.Sec.-Sara Corrie Wisconsin Speleologlst Barrackville, WV 26559 
Fac.Adv.-Alan Howard 304-523-2094 Ex.Dir-Ray Garton 

Tr-Sara Corrie WYOMING H304-366-6035 
·VPI Student Grotto W3Q4-291 -5265 
Box 588 Germany Valley Grotto Armpit Grotto 

Regions Blacksburg, VA 24060 P.O. Box 63 c/o Jerry Dick 
Pr-Steven E. Conner Riverton , WV 26814 5205 Chaparral Dr. 
205-967-2509 C hoG reg Adamson Laramie, WY 82070 Arizona Regional Assn. 
VP-Keith Smith ST-M. Barry Chute Ch-Mark Maslyn c/o James Miller 
552-7268 Sec-Rich Wolfert P.O. Box 1721 
Sec-James Washington Jr. Greater Randolph Organization of Tr-Jerry Dick Wickenburg, AZ 85358 
Tr-Carol Trexler Speleological Science Pr-Ron McMenimen 
Ed-Kenny Bonnenberger c/o Rocky Parsons Hole-In-the-Wall Grotto VP-Tom Harris 
Tech Troglodyte Rt. 1, Box 27 P.O. Box 1895 ST-James Miller 
Fac.Adv. -Jackie Redder Ireland, WV 26376 Mills, WY 82644 

Ch-Rocky Parsons ChoP. Shannon Hecker Council of Appalachian Volunteers 
Warrenton Grotto H304-452-8625 H307-237-2612 Engaged In Speleology 
c/o Duncan W304-924-6211 W307-235-2364 Rt. 1, Box 153 
222 Dover Rd. VC-R . Craig See Ed-Mary' n Hallock Duffield , VA 24244 
Warrenton, VA 22186 ST -John A. Parsons Outlaw Ch-Greg Baumgarner 
Sec-Gary Evans 304-379-6944 Sec-Tony McGee 
(Duncan teI.703-347-9670 Ed-Linda Alford ·Vedauwoo Student Grotto Ed-Kathy Smythe 

Gross Out Box 3625 Univ. Sta. Caves and Cavers 
WASHINGTON Laramie, WY 82071 

Greenbrier Grotto Ch-Alan Redder Mid-Appalachian Region 
Cascade Grotto P.O. Box 23 307-745-3216 c/o Jay Herbein 
c/o Halliday Maxwelton, WV 24957 Fac.Adv.-Dr. Ron Frost 625 Carbon Ave. 
1117 36th Ave. E. Ch-Jim Hixon Harrisburg, PA 17111 
Seattle, WA98112 304-445-7337 OUTSIDE U.S. Ch-Robert Gulden 
Ch-Andrew Foord VC-Patty Daw 301-761-1343 
206-523-6727 ST-Sandy Van Luik European Grotto VC-Gary Storrick 
Ed-Mark Sherman 304-645-1594 c/ o Tony Oldham Sec-Ellen Snyder 
Cascade Caver Ed-George Dasher Rhychydwr , Crymych Tr-Bette White 
The Cascade Grotto has satellite groups Carabiner Wrap-Up Oyfed SA41 3RB MAR Bulletin 
around the state . If interested, ask for United Kingdom 
information on this. Monongahela Grotto Sec. Gen . -Tony Oldham Mississippi Valley Ozark Region 

Box 200 Tony also edits a newsletter free to c/o Sandy Trembley 

Oregon Grotto Barrackville, WV 26559 members. 323 S. Gore Ave. 

c/o Charles V. Larson Ch-Kelley "Deacon" Deem Webster Groves, MO 63119 

13402 N.E. Clark Rd . 304-363-0364 Surveys Pr-Randy Justice 

Vancouver, WA 98665 VC-Alan Carpenter 417-862-1549 

Ch-Patricia Silver ST-E. Ray Garton VP-AI Quamen 

206-693-3600 366-6035 Alabama Cave Survey Sec-Sandy Trembley 

VC-Rick Pope Eds-Ray & Mary Ellen Garton P.O. Box 3302 Tr-Paul Mills 

Sec-Becky Taylor Karst Kaver Birmingham, AL 35255 
503-244-0908 Dir-Greg McGill North Country Region 

Tr-Charlie Larson Mountain State Grotto H205-956-1207 c/o Catherine Jamrog 

Eds. Charlie & Jo Larson c/o Barry Baumgardner W205-988-2411 4868"5. 23rd st. 
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Mllwaukee,Wl53221 
Ch-Michael Bounk 
319-626-6104 
VC-Ralph Earlandson 
Sec-Catherine Jamrog 
Tr-George Zachariasen 
Ed-Bob Pody 
NCR News 

Northeastern Region 
c/o Tammy Hauser 
7 Garden Ave . 
Albany, NY 12203 
Ch-Douglas Soroka 
VC-Norm Berg 
ST-Tammy Hauser 
Ed-Toms Smith 
Northeastern Caver 

Northwest Caving Assn. 
c/o Phil Whitfield 
521 W. innesSI. 
Nelson, B.C. V1 L 3J2 
Canada 
Ch-Phil Whitfield 
604-352-9936 
Eds-Phil Whitfield 
C. Hansen 
Nothwest Caving 

Ohio Valley Region 
c/o P. H. Dougherty 
Depl. Geography, Swift Hall 
University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221 
Ed-P. H. Doug herty 
Ohio Valley Caver 

Rocky Mountain Region 
c/o Rich Wolfert 
5930 Blanca C I. 
Golden, Co 80403 
Ch-Dave Springhettl 
605-348-1383 
VC-Mike Kopriva 
Sec-Carol Uhl 
Tr-Jerry Dick 
Ed-Jim Pisarowicz 
Depths of the Rockies 

Southeastern Regional Assn. 
c/o Foxy Ferguson 
Box 708 
Trenton, GA 30752 
Ch-Larry Matthews 
H615-824-7286 
W615-824-0552 
ST -Foxy Ferguson 

Southwestern Region 
c/o Tom Dillon 
3007 Mountain View Dr. 
Carlsbad, NM 88220 
Ch-Tom Dillon 
505-885-1737 
VC-Steve Peerman 
ST-Kathy Grossman 
Ed-Carol Belski 
Southwestern Cavers 

Texas Speleological Assn. 
c/o James Jasek 
1019 Melrose Dr. 
Waco, TX 76710 
Ch-George Veni 
512-341-1872 
Ed-James Jasek 
Texas Caver 
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Virginia Region 
c/o Edward Kaye Ricketts 
6404 Caryhurst Dr. 
Oxon Hill, MD 20744 
Ch-Edward Kaye Ricketts 
301 -839-7150 
VC-Robert Amundson 
Sec-Chris Amundson 
Tr-Bob Custard 
Ed-Bob Custard 
VAR/FYI 

Western Region 
c/o Vern Smith 
P.O. Box 957 
Shingle Springs, CA 95682 
Ch-John deBoer 
415-934-4248 
VC-Liz Harter 
Sec-Sandy Cowan 
Ed-Vern Smith 
California Caver 

Sections 
Amer. Spelean Hist. Assn. 
711 E. Atlantic Ave. 
Altoona, PA 16602 
ST -Jack Speece 
814-946-3155 
Ed-Jack Speece 
Journal of Spelean History 

Biology Section 
c/o Ellen Benedict 
8106 S. E. Cariton 
Portland, 0 R 97206 
Ex.Sec.-Wiliiam Elliott 
Ed-Ellen Benedict 
No. Am. Biospeleological Newsletter 

Cave Diving Section 
c/o Stephen Maegerlein 
Box 60 
Williams, IN 47470 
Ch-Wiliiam Fehring 
813-689-7520 
VC-Steve Hudson 
Sec-Steven Straatsma 
Tr-Stephen Maegerlein 

Cave Conservation/Mgt. Section 
c/o George Huppert 
Dept. Geography 
Univ. of Wisconsin 
LaCrosse, Wi 54601 
Pr-George Huppert 
VP-Tricia Fink 
ST -Ro Devereaux 
Ed-Jerry Thornton 

Computer Applications Section 
c/o Robert Hoke 
8727 Hayshed Lane #12 
Columbia, MD 21045 
Ch-Robert Hoke 
301-997-7120 
VC-Robert Amundson 
Sec-Tom Kaye 
Tr-Richard L. Breisch 

Geology and Geography Section 
c/o Wi lliam White 
210 Materia ls Res. Lab. 
University Park , PA 16802 
Ex.Sec-Wiliiam White 
814-237-3187 
Tr-Rane Curl 

Ed-P. H. Dougherty 
GEO 2 

Social Science Section 
c/o John Evans 
426 Great Road , #15 
Acton, MA 01720 
Ch-John Evans 
617-263-5708 
VC-Bernice Gottschalk 
St-Dave Bunnell 
Ed-Carol Veseley 
Social Science Newsletter 

Vertical Section 
c/o Kirk MacGregor 
78 King High Ave. 
Downsview, Ontario 
Canada M3H 3B1 
Ch-David McClurg 
415-968-1978 
St-Kirk MacGregor 
Ed-Bruce Smith 
Nylon Highway 

Women's Section 
c/o Gale Beach 
488 Oak Court 
Menio Park, Ca 94025 
Pr-Bernice Gottschaik 
315-789-3371 
ST -Gale Beach 
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For ule all a chelt roUer In a 
Rope-walker ascending lIystem. 

A bett.r b.lanced climbing 
system than using a shoulder 
alcender. 

Firat d.vlc. producad lor thl. 
specific purpose. 

Lightw.lght, 3 oz. and .mall, 
.bout half tho .Izo a •• Glbb • . 

Has nylon roller with sell· 
lubricating bushing on • quick 
r.I .... pin. All p.rt. attached. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed. 

Prlc.: $20.00 .a. + $1 .25 shipping 
VA resldlnts Include 4% salel tax 

ORDER FROM 
CUSTOM CAVE GEAR, 
cJo Ron Simmonll 
2414-<1 B.rr.cks Road 
Charlotta.v"'., Vlrvlnla 22901 

, ' 
,C> 

BUYNSS! 

NSS T-SHIRTS (S.M.L.XL) •••••• $6.00 
NSS SWEATSHIRTS . ..... $15.00 

(proceeds 10 Office Addi tion Fund) 

- PIU5-
Speleo Digests, NSS Bulletins, 
NSS News, and many, many 
caving books. 
NSS Symbolic Devices: 
Belt Buckle, $8.00; Pin, $2.50; 
Arm Patch, $1.00; Decal, $0.75. 

,"~ 6 

NSS 

.• 51.00 postage and handling charge for all orders 

under 55.00 

CAVE AVENUE 
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35810 

Need budget-conscious typesetting? 

Bring your oW"n disk 
and save on typesetting costs 

at the Sellwood Bee. 

New interface allows Compugraphic typesetting machines to operate 
from 5 1,4-inch floppy disks produced on inexpensive TRS-80 Model III 
microcomputers. This system is ideal for small publications, news
letters or publish-yourself books. (Note: If you don't have a 
TRS-80, ask about free use or nominal-cost rental!) 

The Bee features: 
"., Convenient location, just minutes from downtown, 

"., Good variety of typefaces and sizes. 
"., Process camera and pasteup services . 

"., Full-size newspaper press on premises , 
"., Good prices, friendly services. 

You'll find it all at 
The Sellwood Bee 

8113 S.E . 13th Ave . 
just east of Sellwood Bridge 

at 13th & Tacoma (on Antique Row) 
Portland, are. 97202 
Tel. (503) 235-8335 
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