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INTRODUCTION 

This booklet has been designed as an efficient guide for cavers desiring to 
visit some of the larger and more interesting caves in the vicinity of Mountain 
Lake, Virginia during Convention weeko It should be noted that there are many 
more caves in this area than are presented on the following pages. Giles County, 
alone, has 158 officially recorded caves, but many are very small and do not 
merit much attentiono Other nearby counties and their number of recorded caves 
are: Virginia - Montgomery, 67; Bland, 45; Craig, 20; Roanoke, 39; and Pulaski, 
24; West Virginia - Monroe, 49; and Mercer, 110 This brings the total of recorded 
caves in the Convention area to 413, a number probably not exceeded in more than 
a few comparable areas anywhere else in the worldo It has taken more than 20 
years of field work by Society members as well as other interested persons to com
pile data on this vast number of caveso Many still remain to be completely ex
plored and even more are either unmapped or only partially mappedo In addition, 
there are still limestone regions in Craig, Bland, and Mercer Counties which have 
never been searched for caves. 

It is beyond the scope and purpose of this publication to present descrip
tions of more than just a few of the larger, most frequently visited, and most 
attractive caves in the area. All but four of the caves described herein have 
been included on the pre-convention or post-convention caving scheduleo Direc
tions that accompany cave descriptions should be adequate for locating those 
caves not on the formal schedule • 

. Cavers participating in the field trips will find a wealth of variety - we 
have included caves of almost every conceivable size and shapeo There are deep
drop caves like Clover Hollow, Pig Hole, and Newberry-Bane; "tough WI caves like 
Miller's Cove; easy, horizontal caves like Tawney's and Link's; wet caves like 
Smoke Hole; caves of historical interest like Haynes; caves of beauty like Canoe 
and Old Mill; and big, roomy ones like Giant, Patton, Greenville Saltpeter, and 
Laurel :Creek. Beacon Cave, most of which was just recently discovered and explored, 
has also been included on the schedule. 

Convention-goers may get the opportunity to find new caves in the more remote 
limestone highlands of Craig and Bland Counties, Virginia and Mercer County, West 
Virginia 0 For those interested in going out on their own and locating new caves, 
regional topographic maps will be a necessity. Maps covering Craig and Bland 
Counties will be provided by the Virginia Cave Survey 0 For the use of these 
maps, cavers are asked to specifically pinpoint any new caves that might be dis
covered and supply the Virginia Cave Survey with pertinent information or brief 
descriptions 0 Comparable information obtained on Mercer County caves can be 
turned over to members of the West Virginia Association For Cave Studies. All 
maps to be loaned out are the property of the Virginia Cave Survey and must be 
returned promptly at the end of each trip. 

Most of the information about Virginia caves in the description section has 
been taken from the files of the Virginia Cave Survey 0 Descriptions of West 
Virginia caves have been taken (in some cases with modification) from the Caverns 
2!. ~ Virginiao We are deeply indebted to Henry H. Douglas, Director of the . 
Virginia Cave Survey and to William Eo Davies, author of Caverns of West Virginia 
for granting their permission to use the descriptive data contained within. For 
detailed descriptions and locations of the remainder of the recorded caves in 
Mercer and Monroe Counties, the reader is referred to the Caverns of West Virginia. 
For further information on Virginia caves reference should be made to the files 
of the Virginia Cave Surveyor to the Caves of Virginia, which is being published 
by the Virginia Division of Mineral Resources, Charlottesville, Virginia. 
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CONSERVATION 

Whenever cave locations or descriptions are published it seems only fitting 
that a few words about conservation be includede This section was not devised 
with the idea of scolding the membership but rather it was placed here as a 
reminder lest we should forget the all=important aspects of cave conservation. 
It should also be kept in mind that this guide book has been prepared for the 
use of Convention participants and under no conditions should it be circulated 
outside of the National Speleological Societyo Locations in the wrong hands 
could lead to wholesale disaster for the caves involvedo 

In exploring caves in the Mountain Lake area members should at all times 
remain aware of the National Speleological Societyi s Policy on Cave Conservation. 
Many of these caves have already suffered immensely from past actions of explor
ers not well versed or educated along the lines of proper conservation. That 
history should repeat itself is inexcusable 0 The past year has seen a great 
effort on the part of the VoPoIo Grotto to clean up some of the abused spots in 
area caveso Spent carbide was removed, junk hauled out, and in some instances 
carbide markings were scrubbed off of walls 0 The task of "cave cleaning" was 
arduous to say the least and much work still remains to be completed. Conditions, 
however, are a lot better now than they were even six months ago. It is the duty 
of every caver visiting caves during Convention week to see that the clean areas 
stay clean and that other areas get no worse than they already are. 

The fact that most members in good standing are conservation-minded, not
withstanding, a few important policies, mostly pertaining to caves in the Moun
tain Lake area, should be emphasizedo 

10 Disposal Of Spent Carbide ~ In recent years it has been strongly advised 
by the NSS Committee on Conservation that such material be placed in plastic bags 
and taken from the cave o This policy has not been rigidly enforced by the Vir
ginia Region but more and more of its members have been doing ito At any rate, 
when carbide was not removed from the cave it was certainly buried in some dry, 
remote spot where it could cause little or no damage to cave life and could not 
become an eyesore for future explorerso In view of the large number of persons 
who will be passing through Giles County caves and other nearby caves during Con
vention week it seems only reasonable to ask that all carbide be removed in con
tainers or bagso 

20 Protection Of Delicate Areas'"' Several caves on the schedule have very 
beautiful and very delicate speleothems, and the greatest amount of care should 
be exercised when passing through these spotso 

3 a Protection Of Cave Fauna - The collection of cave-dwelling organisms is 
forbidden 0 Studies on biospeleology in this area as well as in all parts of 
Virginia and West Virginia are alre~ being carried out by the Biological Survey 
of Virginia Caves and the University of Kentuc~Vs Institute of Speleology. 

40 Cave Owner Rights CD For many years members of the VoPoI. Grotto and 
other persons associated with the Virginia Region have enjoyed an amicable re
lationship with cave ownerso With the exception of one unfortunate incident 
(see below) permission has always been granted to NSS explorerso The advantages 
to be gained from this sort of relationship cannot be overemphasizedo During 
Convention week cavers should be constantly on guard to protect and respect 
local cave owner's rights and not to abuse the privileges that have been in ex
istence for the past 20 yearso When caving is done outside of the regular sched
ule permiSSion must be obtained from the local landownero To make this easier 
all Virginia cave descriptions include the ownervs nameo Names of the owners of 
West Virginia caves were not available for this guide but can be secured by in
quiring at the farm house nearest to the cave to be visited . 
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Many persons familiar with Virginia caves will probably wonder why well
known Newcastle Murder Hole in nearby Craig County was omdtted from the pre
convention caving scheduleo Last year, after continued abuse of his rights, 
the owner refused to allow any more explorers into his caveo More than one 
half of the issues leading up to this closure resulted from flagrant violations 
of ownership rights by persons not associated with the NSSo Presently, members 
of the Virginia Region are negotiating with the owner to re=open the cave and 
to date some headway has been medeo Members are urgently requested to stay 
clear of Newcastle Murder Hole at all times during the Convention and until a 
permanent agreement can be reached with the owner 0 

It is essential that these simple but important conservation policies be 
adhered to at all timeso Complete ~ooperation will be greatly appreciatedo 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE GEOLOGY OF GILES COTf.JNlTY, VIRGINIA 

By Gregg Marland 

This discussion is intended to serve merely as an introduction to the 
geology, particularly as related to speleological features, of Giles County, 
Virginia, scene of the 1963 NoSoSo National Conventiono This county is of 
particular interest to the speleologist in that it contains 158 known lime
stone caves, more than a~ other county in this country 0 

Giles County is located on the western edge of Virginia, between 37008° 
and 37°29 v north latitude and 800 25 u and 81°01' west longitudeo It is in the 
Valley and Ridge Province of Virginia and displays typical Appalachian geologic 
structure (see 11"1g,.; 1) 0 Three major thrust faults pass through the county as 
a climax to the extreme folding which typifies most of the area -- although, 
in the extreme northwest, there is a lessening of the intensity of the folding 
and a flattening of the strata 0 

Giles County has a relief of 2,868 feet (1500 u=4368 Q )o The New River, 
which bisects the count,y, flows in a northwesterly direction, becoming the 
Kanawha before emptying into the Ohio Rivero It is an antecedent river which 
flows through resistant ridges with little or no regard for the regional struc
tureo Prior to the Ice Age, the New=Kanawha extended well beyond the present 
Ohio River~ however, during the glacial periods, the southward moving continen
tal glaciers blocked the more northerly drainage routes and created the present 
Ohio River drainage system 0 Increased runoff in the periglacial region, ,and a 
shortening of the route to the sea are undoubtedly responsible for much of the 
deep intrenchment of the meandering New Rivero Erosion attending this down
cutting left remnants of a widespread erOSional surface (presently seen at or 
about 2,000 feet) over which the river formerly meandered and was a major fac
tor in the development of the areaus cavernso 

Formations in the county range from the Early Cambrian-age Rome shale to 
the Mississippian-age Hinton Formationo Primary cavern development has taken 
place in the great thicknesses of Middle Ordovician limestoneso 

Most of the primary ridges of the area have developed along synclinal 
troughs in which the erosion=resistant Silurian sandstones are preservedo The 
lowest elevations, outside of the New River gorge, are underlain by Late Cam
brian and Early Ordovician carbonates of the Knox groupo rrbe Middle Ordovi
cian limestones which, as stated, contain most of the major caves, crop out 



in wide belts on the lower slopes of the ridges. Due to the sequence of 
plunging synclines and anticlines, the outcrops are in great elliptic or para
bolic beltse The great majority of the caves, and virtually all of the major 
cave entrances are found between the 1900 and 2300 foot levels, and lead down 
dip under the ridges. The Knox group also contains a large number of caves 
but all are of small dimensions. 

The Middle Ordovician limestones reach thicknesses of over 800 feet with 
a thickening in the synclinal troughs; giving evidence of deformation contem
poraneous with deposition. The tremendous amount of folding and fracturing 
in the county has accounted substantially for the large number of caves, but, 
by the same token, this subsequent lack of flat-lying strata has limited the 
number of really extensive caves. The county's largest cave, New River Cave, 
is developed along the Saltville fault, with the Early Cambrian-age Honaker 
Dolomite on the hanging wall side and the Middle Ordovician limestones on the 
footwall sideo There has been considerable extension and deposition of speleo
the~ in the footwall blocke 

In portions of the county, the extreme folding and faulting has left beds 
vertical or overturned. Canoe Cave, for example, is developed entirely in 
vertical strata. In places a single more resistant stratum will form a parti
tion between parallel passagese The numerous, steep dips and low base level 
also account for the fact that Giles County contains at least three caves 
which are nearly 400 feet deep, and many more with vertical drops of varying 
depths 0 

The map which accompanies this discussion is an attempt to illustrate the 
overall geologic character of the county. Only the major structural features 
are shown and the stratigraphic systems are shown undivided. 

KEY TO MAPS 

M Mississippian system--primarily shales and argillaceous limestones. 
D Devo~ian system--mostly shales with some calcareous sandstones. 
S Silurian system--higbly resistant sandstones and quartzites. 
Ojmb Ordovician Juniata and Martinsburg Formations--primarily shales, some of 

which are calcareous, with thin beds of limestone and, near the top, 
some sandstones 0 

Ols Middle Ordovician limestones--varies from high calcium calcilutites to 
low quality limestones. 

OSk Knox Formation--up to 2,500 feet of carbonates, primarily dolomites. 
€hk Nolichucky shale and thick-bedded Honaker dolomiteo 
Br. Rome Formation--largely shales with some sandstones. 

REFERENCES 

Cooper, B. N., Geological Guidebook No.1, Grand Appalachian Excursion. 
Butts, Charles, 1935, Geologic Map of the Appalachian Valley in Virginia, 

Bulletin of the Virginia Geologic Survey 0 
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SCHEDULE OF FIELD TRIPS 

Unless otherwise stated, all trips will leave from the porch of the Mountain 
Lake Hotel overlooking the lake, at the times designated. All trips will be led 
by members of the V.P.I. Grotto or by other persons who are well acquainted with 
the cave they are going to visit. ' 

All of the caves except Patton's (not to be visited after dark), and New 
Dixie can be visited at any time by those unable to participate in the scheduled 
trips. Persons visiting all caves on other than scheduled trips are reminded to 
check with the cave's owner before entering. With advance notice, it undoubtedly 
would be possible to arrange capable leaders, familiar with the cave, for trips 
at other times or to caves not listed below. 

Sunday, June 9 
1:00 F.M. 
1:00 F.M. 

Starnes' Cave 
Giant Cave 

Haynes' Cave 
Laurel Creek Cave 

Monday, June 10 
9:00 A.M. 
9:00 A.M. 
1:00 FoM. Greenville Saltpeter Cave {meet at the general store in the 

community of Greenville, W. Va.} 

Tuesday,. June 11 
9:00 A.M. New River Cave 
9:00 A.M. Beacon Cave 
1:00 P.M. Patton's Cave 
8:00 P.M. Tawney's Cave 

Wednesday, June 
8:00 A.M. 
8:00 A.M. 
8:00 A.M. 
8:00 A.M., 

12 
Pig Hole 
Old Mill Cave 
Smoke Hole 
Link's Cave 

There will be a special trip to Dixie Caverns (Commercial) and New Dixie 
Cave on Thursday evening, June 13. This will be held in conjunction with the 
Dinner at the Dixie Caverns picnic area. 

There will also be several small parties led through vertical and difficult 
Clover Hollow Cave. Participation will, of neceSSity, be restricted to small 
parties of persons who have had adequate experience in vertical caving. Ask 
for information at the registration desk. 

POST-CONVENTION CAVING TRIPS 

Arrangements for post-convention field trips can be made during Convention 
week. A trip is being planned to Newberry-Bane for Sunday, June 16, but partici
pation will be limited to a small number of well trained vertical cavers. See 
William Cuddington for further details on the Newberry-Bane trip. 
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(fig. 3) MAP OF GILES COUNTY. VIRGINIA AND SURIIOONDING AREA 
SHOWING CAVES TO BE VISITED DURING THE 1963 NATIONAL 
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KEY TO THE CAVES SHOWN ON THE MAP OF GILES COUNTY AND SURROUNDING AREA 

GILES COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

1. Giant Caverns 
2. Starnes' Cave 
3 0 Canoe Cave 
40 Clover Hollow Cave 
50 Link's Cave 
6. New River Cave 
7. Pig Hole Cave 
8. Smoke Hole Cave 
9. Straley's Cave 

100 Tawney's Cave 
11. Miller's Cave 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 1 VIRGINIA 

1. Old Mill Cave 

BLAND COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

1. Newberry-Bane Cave 

ROANOKE COUNT!, VIRGINIA 

I. Dixie Caverns 
2. Miller t s Cove Cave 
3. New Dixie Cave 

MERCER COUNTY 1 WEST VIRGINIA 

I. Beacon Cave 

MONROE COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

I. Greenville Saltpeter Cave 
20 Laurel Creek Cave 
3. Haynes 8 Cave 
4. Patton Cave 

CAVE DESCRIPTIONS AND LOCATIONS 

Caves are listed by county and alphabetically by UoS.G.S. quadrangles. Caves 
are also numbered separately by county. The numbers in the following text corres
pond to those used on the location map. 

GILES COUNTY 

NARROWS QUADRANGLE 

1. GIANT CAVERNS Lat. 37-19-10 Longo 80-48-37 Elev. 2050 ft. 
Oscar W. Hopkins, Narrows, Va., owner. Follow Route 713 south 
from the elementary school in Narrows to the end of the road. 

The old commercial entrance has caved in so it is now necessary to enter the 
cave through the bottom of a sinkhole . The sink is about 60 feet deep and the 
vertical drop to the floor is some 20 feet more. The cave is not large (total 
length about 1100 feet) but has some very beautiful speleothems in great variety. 
Most of the cave consists of one room about 40 feet high, 120 feet wide and 
about 600 feet long. There are still many rotten wooden steps and walkways 
which had been put in when the cave was a commercial venture. 

Development in Ordovician-aged, Beekmantown Limestone. 
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2. STARNES' CAVE Lat. 37-16-56 Long. 80-46-58 Elev. 2290 ft. 
T. F. Starnes, owner 0 In Wilburn Valley, northwest of Route 665 
and 2.5 miles from Route 100. A dirt road leads to Starnes' 
house, 0.25 miles off Route 665. 

The entrance is an almost vertical cleft which drops 15 feet. The main 
portion of the cave is reached by descending a long wooden ladder through a 
narrow crevice. From "The Plateau," a short distance below the ladder, it is 
possible, given sufficient light, for one to see for 800 feet to the far end 
of the big room to the west, and for 350 feet to the end of a smaller passage 
to the easto The big room is 25 to 50 feet wide and has a high vaulted ceiling. 

There are many large branching passages in the cave, the total length of 
which is 3500 feet. Total depth is approximately 370 feeto 

There are four completely separate drainage levels, two of which are perma
nent streams. There are 2 waterfalls, both on the larger of the stream systems, 
each being roughly 30 feet high. There are many striking examples of traver
tine formations such as an ornate canopied drapery near the higher of the 2 
waterfalls, bacon rind and rims tone speleothems. 

WAITEVILLE QUADRANGLE 

3. CANOE CAVE Lat. 37-18-30 Long. 80-27-56 Elev. 2010 ft. 
Mr. Dowdy, owner. Located 0.5 mile south of Route 42 and 400 yards 
east of Route 703, 2 miles northeast of Newport. The entrance is 
a small sinkhole on a wooded hillside overlooking a ravine. 

The depth of the cave is about 60 feeto The farthest point from the en
trance is approximately 650 feet, while the total length of passages is nearly 
1,000 feet. The passages are for the most part quite large and there are some 
extensive rooms. The entrance is an almost vertical hole leading 15 feet down 
to the entrance room. Three transparent blue lakes are in the cave. There is 
much beauty and variety of travertine formations - most notable are the Prophets, 
a group of six foot stalagmites, and the Finger of God, a giant stalagmite. Rare 
aragonite helictites have been reported. 

Remnants of old saltpeter workings, probably from the Civil War, have been 
mistaken by the local people for canoes, giving rise to the name of the cave. 

4. CLOVER HOLLOW CAVE Lat. 37-21-26 Longo 80-27-38 Elev. 2440 ft. 
Located in Clover Hollow to the right of Route 601 about 5.5 miles 
north of Newport via' Routes 42 and 601, on the property of Mr. 
Walter Hutchinson and C. D. Shaver. 

The entrance is 20 feet southeast of the dirt road leading to Mr. Hutchinson's 
house. It is a solution sink with an initial drop of 70 feeto A stream flows in
to the cave near the entrance and falls into the main passage 100 feet inside 
from the entrance. This is the main cave stream and flows through a large portion 
of the cave, although there is at least one othero On this stream are 3 water
falls. It has been suggested that the drainage from this cave goes through Smoke 
Hole Cave, but f1uorescin tests so far have proved unsuccessful in locating the 
point at which the stream resurges. 

Clover Hollow is probably, next to New River Cave, the largest in Giles 
County. It has several very large rooms. The Headquarters, or Grand Canyon Room, 
is estimated to be 250 feet high. To reach the main part of the cave a sheer 
drop of 90 feet must be negotiated in addition to two other drops averaging 20 
feet before this one. For this reason it is a very difficult cave to explore and 
should not be entered by inexperienced cavers. 
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Past the main drop the cave has several levels, all of which are connected 
by other passages. There are several thousand feet of passage in this part of 
the cave connecting some very large rooms such as the Gypsum Room, the Fault 
Room and the Andrews Room. 

There are few speleothems in the lower part of the cave, but in the upper 
part are some large columns, stalactites, and stalagmites. In addition to cal
cite, a large portion of the Gypsum Room is composed of small gypsum crystals. 
A few quartz crystals have also been found. Except directly along the stream 
the cave is dry in the upper levels, and in the lower levels is wet only in the 
Mud River Passage. 

Development in the Ordovician-aged, Beekmantown Limestone. 

PEARISBURG QUADRANGLE 

5. LINK'S CAVE Lat. 37-18-38 Long. 80-30-34 Elev. 1850 ft. 
Claude Link, owner. The entrance is just south of Route 604, 0.4 
mile east of its junction with Route 700, on west side of Sinking 
Creek and 100 feet aboveo 

Two entrances, one of which was blasted open. 
and it quite dry. Has many beautiful speleothems 0 

very photogenic. 

Consists of a single passage 
It is easily traveled and 

6. NEW RIVER CAVE Lat. 37-16-02 Long. 80-36-00 Elev. 2015 ft. 
Located northeast of Goodwin's Ferry about 400 yards north of Route 
605 and about 200 yards east of New River. The entrance is about 
235 feet above the road. through. New River Gorge.. The cave extends 
eastward into Spruce Run Mountain and is developed along the Salt
ville fault. 

The cave was once used as a church and remnants of wooden benches can still 
be found. Numerous reports on the exploration of this cave are on file, in
cluding an 8"xlO" plan and profile map, and a geological map and structure sec
tion of the area (these were reproduced in E. L. Krinitzs~'s study). 

There is ·over 1 mile of passage making this the largest cave in Giles County. 
There is a waterfall and a fair sized stream which emerges from the mountain in 
2 springs below the entrance of the cave. The cave contains a large number of 
helictities, both needle shaped aragonite and the vermdform variety. It has a 
great variety of speleothems such as in the Forest Room which contains a multi
tude of cylindrical stalagmites and columns. 

7. PIG HOLE CAVE Lat .. 37-19-10 Longo 80-32-28 Elev. 2300 ft. 
Earl Porterfield, owner. From the junction of Routes 700 and 604 
(at the covered bridge over Sinking Creek) follow 700 for about 
2 miles and turn southwest onto Gate Road (607), go for 0.5 miles 
and turn left off the road to the cave in a grove of trees 300 
to 400 yards distant. 

Total length 1072 feet, depth 425 feet. At one time the only means of enter
ing the cave was by means of a vertical shaft 130 feet deep, but since then 
another entrance has been blasted open at the rear of the cave. There is a small 
passage which circles the entrance room to the south and comes out on a small 
ledge part way up the shaft. Daylight can be seen from there. With this excep
tion the entire cave is east of the entrance drop. After one descends from the 
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bottom of the drop for 200 to 300 feet it is possible to look back up and get 
a stunning view of the shaft and the opening, particularly if sunlight is 
streaming in. 

The passage continues rather large becoming muddy and slippery only as 
Hess' Hollow is approached. This is named for Rudolph Hess of V.P.I. who 
was the first person to descen"a to the bottom, approximately 100 feet down 
from the "bridge." Above the bridge, the passage is equally high. There are 
supposed to be 2 more deep drops located in the lower level off the bottom of 
Hess' Hollow 0 

The route across the bridge runs north and south 0 At the south end the 
passage turns east and continues in a fairly straight line to the lower entrance 
of the cave. It is this section that contains huge deposits of bat guano. 

Development in Ordovician-aged Moccasin and Lincolnshire Limestones. 

8. SMOKEHOLE CAVE Lat. 37-18-50 Longo 80-30-33 Elev. 1900 ft. 
Located 100 to 200 feet north of Route 604, 500 feet northwest of 
junction of Routes 604 and 603, and 1,000 feet northeast of the 
main entrance to Tawney's Cave. 

The cave was named because of the moisture laden air emerging from the 
entrance on cold days causing water vapor or "smoke" to form. 

From the entrance the passage descends fairly steeply for 200 feet to the 
stream which runs through the first half of the caveo The stream is roughly 
15 feet wide and average l~ to 2 feet deep. It is impossible to explore this 
cave without getting almost completely wet. About 150 feet upstream break
down all but blocks the passage . The water goes under, the explorer goes 
over and down through a hole just barely big enough to traverse. The stream 

. continues to the "elbOW," or half the length of the cave where it emerges 
from the ends of 2 different passages. 

From the hairpin turn, to the left is essentially dryo The passage gets 
wider and higher until it reaches a maximum of about 60 feet in width and a 
ceiling height varying from 10 to 60 feet. The cave ends in a mud slide. A 
small, slow flowing stream runs southwest along the south side of this passage 
for about half of its length. 

9. STRALEY'S CAVE Lat. 37-15-36 Long. 80-38-55 Elev. 2120 ft. 
C. F. Straley, owner. Located in Green Valley 3 miles southwest 
of Eggleston, 0025 mile southeast of Route 730 and 0.5 mile south 
and east of Green Valley Church. South of Green Valley Church 
turn southeast into the first lane, over cattle guard, to Mro 
Straley I shouse. 

The cave has two entrances, one being slightly higher and around the hill 
to the northeasto The other entrance (main) faces south. The 12 footx12 foot 
passage slopes down to the north for about 50 feet to a wooden bridge 10 feet 
above the floor below. To the right below is a good-sized dead-end room ;"- to 
the left below the passage works down through various holes to a dead-end 
within 50 to 60 feet. A passage extends from the bridge sharply back to the 
left and works gradually upward to the second entranceo 

The far end of the bridge leads into a narrow crack, which is one of a 
series of maze passages in that section of the caveo At the first cross pas
sage beyond the bridge turn right, take the first right beyond that (down a 
slope to the edge of the lower level), and up to the left for perhaps 100 feet. 
From this point the passage to the right leads to the top of the 250 (?) foot 
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sloping pit with water at the bottom. The passage to the left leads into a 
series of 2 or 3 rooms having a considerable variety of speleothems. 

10. TAWNEY'S (TONY'S) CAVE Lat. 37-18-45 Long. 80-30-42 Elev. 1900 ft. 
Claude Link and Lewis Lucas, owners. Located immediately east of 
Routes 700 and 604 in the hill on the north side of the road. The 
2 entrances are almost opposite the first house east of the jun
ction on the south side of the road (the home of one of the owners). 
To reach the main entrance turn in at the first gate on the left 
and follow road to next gate. The entrance is in the large sink 
just beyond the gate. 

The length of the cave is 1700 feet. There are several side passage, and 
5 or 6 rooms which average 40 feet in width, 50 feet in length and 30 feet to 
the ceiling. Many speleothems are found in the cavej especially in the larger 
passages and in the large hall near the second entrance. In one of the rooms 
iceland spar and aragonite crystals were found. 

There is a rather extensive lower level. Previous to an earthquake in 
1959 this could be reached down a fairly roomy slide. The entrance is now a 
very tight 25 to 30 foot crawl through breakdown. This level has a 40 to 50 
foot, low stream passage crawl with rimstone pools on the floor. 

PULASKI QUADRANGLE 

11. MILLER'S CAVE Lat. 37-11-49 Longo 80-46-22 Elev . 2310 ft. 
2.5 miles west of Popular Hill on Route 42 there is a suspension 
bridge and a ford across Walker Creek on the south side of the 
road. Cross this ford (if the water isn't too deep) and follow 
dirt road past cabin, through a barn lot, past a house and up 
Walker Mountain for a distance of 2.3 miles from the ford. Here 
the road forks. The entrance is 30 feet to the left of the fork. 
(According to the latitude and longitude the cave is exact~y 1 
mile south of the junction of 42 and 666 at azimuth l83) ~ . 

The entrance of the cave is through a squeeze hole and down a drop of about 
18 feet to the entrance room which is 10 feet Wide, 30 feet long and 8 feet 
high. At the far end there is a drop of about 75 feet to a talus covered floor. 
Two horizontal passages lying at right angles to each other open into the base 
of the entrance shaft. From a point 150 feet east of the entrance the cave ex
tends both north and south. At the easternmost point of the cave is a 100 foot 
pit (Roy's Pit) with a waterfall flowing from the very top, which is 30 to 40 
feet above the passage approaching the pit. The water flows out through break
down at the bottom. 

There are several very wet and muddy pits - for that matter the whole cave 
is very wet and muddy. The map profile indicates a total depth of 300 feet, with 
2350 feet of passages. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

WAITEVILLE QUADRANGLE 

1. OLD MILL CAVE Lat. 37-15-53 Long. 80-20-28 Elev. 1600 ft. 
From Bennett's Mill go northwest on dirt road along Mill Creek, 
past a farm house on the left and a brick building on the right, 
through a gate and through a ford. 0.3 mile from Route 785 the 
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road crosses the stream again. Opposite the entrance is the 
ruins of an old mill. 

This cave has many small but beautiful speleothems including bacon rind, 
soda straws, helictites, cave coral, rims tone pools, calcite crystals, stalag
mites, stalactites, and flowstone banks. Probably the best rimstone in the 
area. The cave is very muddy. A stream flows through the cave and out through 
a spring near the entrance. 

BLAND COUNTY 

PULASKI QUADRANGLE 

1. NEWBERRY -BANE CAVE 
Bane Entrance Lato 37-06-55 Longo 80-58-43 Elevo 2560 ft. 
Newberry Entrance Lat. 37-06-50 Longo 80-58-55 Elev. 2560 ft. 
Charles Bane and Sherrill Newberry, owners 0 Located 0.3 miles 
south of Route 608 on the north slope of Walker Mountain, 2.5 
miles southwest of Crandon. 

This is one of the largest caves in the state with more than 2 miles of 
passages, and was considered to be 2 caves until explored and mapped by Earl 
Thierry and others in 1952. The cave is a 2-level maze connected by deep 
wells, one of which is 230 feet. Total depth is 350 feet. There are few 
speleothems and a few loose rocks in places. Ropes and/or ladders are neces
sary to negotiate the descents. This cave should not be attempted by anyone 
not well versed in vertical techniques. 

Development in Ordovician-aged, Lincolnshire Limestone. 

ROANOKE COUNTY 

SALEM QUADRANGLE 

1. DIXIE CAVERNS Lat. 37-15-06 Long. 80-10-28 Elev. 1150 ft . 
Located 7 miles southwest of Salem on Route 11, northwest of 
the road. 

Known since 1860. Opened commercially in 19220 This is a semi -maze cave 
with high-ceilinged rooms and a length of 640 feet. A small cave with its 
large room in brown thoroughly filled with speleothems - its table, or shelf 
mirrorpool is uniquely beautiful. 

Development in the Cambrian-aged Elbrook Dolomite. 

2. MILLER'S COVE CAVE Lat. 37-22-11 Long. 80-10-38 Elevo 2350 ft. 
Clay Hail, owner. In Miller's Cove 305 miles west of Catawba. 
From Shiloh Church go east 1.25 miles on Route 624 and turn 
north (right) across small bridgeo Go 002 mile to locked gate 
on east (right) side of roads From gate go about 105 miles. 
Pass abandoned sawmill on left side of road, and go about 100 
yards beyond mill. Just before road goes downhill take trail 
on right for approximately 200 yards southeast to cave. The 
entrance is small and very difficult to find. 

Total depth is approximately 500 feet making it the deepest known cave in 

-21-



Virginia. The present map indicates in excess of 8,000 feet of passage but 
much more is rumored to exist. 

The cave is about 300 feet to the main level. Descent -is made by a series 
of climbs and rappels. Three of the drops must be rigged - the others can be 
climbed or chimneyed. The lower levels are extensive with several large pas
sages and two separate stream systems. 

3. NEW DIXIE CAVE - Lat. 37-15-11 Long. 80-10-42 Elev. 1280 ft. 
Located 0.125 mile back of the entrance to Dixie Caverns, in the 
south side of a cliff and about 3/4 of the way up the hill and 
just around the ' corner of the hill. Length is 1400 feet, depth 
84 feet. The cave ,is wet but very beautiful. Extensive pas's
ages with good possibility of getting lost. Many crawlways. 
At the nearest point it is only 80 feet from Dixie Caverns. 

MERCER COUNTY 

BLUEFIELD QUADRANGLE 

1. BEACON CAVE Lat. 37-15-00 Long. 81-12-30 Elev.? 
Drive northeast on Cumberland Road approximately 2 miles past 
the Virginia-West Virgin~a state line to the "Beacon Drive-In." 
Entrance is found 1,000 feet behind the "Drive-In" in a sink 
approximately 50 feet from the fourth high-tenSion tower off 
Cumberland Road. 

A map and description of this cave appeared in the NSS NEWS, Vol. 18, No. 1 
by Thomas Bunker. Presently, this is the largest known cave in Mercer County 
wi th approximately ~ miles of surveyed passage. A le.rge stream flows through
out most of the cave. There are two entrances, 1,000 feet ~part. 

MONROE COUNTY 

ALDERSON QUADRANGLE 

1. GREENVILLE SALTPETER CAVE Lat. 37-32-56 Long. 80-40-49 Elev. 1680 ft. 
The southern entrance is on-the stream that feeds the millpond at 
Greenville and is located 0.4 mile northeast of the town. The 
other entrances (3) occur in a shallow valley sink 2,000 feet 
to the north. 

One of the large caves of West Virginia with more than 13,000 feet of main 
passages. Speleothems are rather scarce and consist of rims tone pools found 
near the Mill Pond Entrance and occasional flows tone scattered throughout 
various passages. A large flowstone dome, the Haystack, is found near the 
end of the passage leading west from the Saltpeter (West) Entrance. The stream 
which flows through the cave is a part of the underground drainage net of 
Laurel Creek. 

Development has been along a series of major joints in the Mississippian
aged, Union Limestone of the Greenbrier Series. 
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2. LAUREL CREEK CAVE Lat. 37-33-32 'Longo 80-39-56 Elev. 1680 ft. 
Located on the west side of Laurel Creek, l~ miles northeast 
of Greenville. 

The entrance, on the east slope of a low hill, measures 110 feet wide and 
30 feet high and is one of the most impressive of any West Virginia cave. More 
than a mile of large passageway has been surveyed. There is a complete descrip
tion, several pictures, and a map in the Caverns of West Virginia, by William 
E. Davies. 

Development has been along joints in the Mississippian-aged, Union Limestone 
of the Greenbrier Series. 

RONCEVERTE QUADRANGLE 

3. HAYNES CAVE Lato 37-41-13 Longo 80-29-00 Elevo 2120 ft. 
Located ~ mile south of Second Creek near the site of Patton which 
is 2.2 miles north of New Lebanon Church, formerly MOnitor, on the 
Patton Road. 

The cave is 1,000 feet long and consists of two sinuous passages, one 10 
feet above the other, and connected at a number of pointso Throughout most of 
the cave passag~s average 10 to 15 feet in height and 10 feet in width. Few 
speleothems remain in the cave because of its drynesso 

The most interesting feature of this cave are its numerous relics from 
saltpeter operations during the War Between the Stateso Most of these are well 
preserved and include a number of bridges over shallow pits, troughs, and a 
winch on the lower level. At the far end of the upper passage is a guest's 
register dating back to 1915. A more complete description and a map are found 
in the Caverns of West Virginiao 

Development has been along a series of joints in the Mississippian-aged, 
Patton Limestone of the Greenbrier Serieso 

4. PATTON CAVE Lato 37-32-36 Longo 80-23-56 Elev. 2400 ft. 
Located at the head of a branch of Second Creek, 104 miles 
southeast of Gap Mills 0 

The entrance is in a sink 30 feet deep, 200 feet southwest of a large 
spring that forms a major branch of Second Creek. The cave is developed as 
a disrupted rectangular pattern in a series of intersecting "T"-shaped pass
ageso It has over 5,000 feet of passages which vary from broad, low-arched 
tunnels, 30 to 40 feet wide and 6 to 15 feet high, to those withIectangular 
cross-section, 10 to 15 feet wide and 8 to 20 feet high. Breakdown is ex
tensive 3,500 feet from the entrance and consists of huge blocks on the east 
side of the passageo The floor i~ the front part of the cave is of coarse 
silt and gravel scoured by a number of stream channels 0 Throughout the rear 
portion the floor is of ochre-brown silt and clayo Speleothems of considerable 
size are found at a number of places throughout the cave 0 A map of this cave 
can be found in the Caverns of West Virginia. , 

Development has been along a series of joints in the Ordovician-aged, 
Stones River Limestone. 
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